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Nec aliud quiequam—queritur, 
Quam corrigatur error ut Sevibentiumy 
Acuatque fefe diligens induftria. 
PH ZADRUS=» 


Be this our labour, to lead error right, 
And roufe exertion to ftill higher flight. ny 
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Art.I. A Treatife on the Coins of the Realm; in a Letter to 
the King. By Charles, Earl of Liverpool. 4to, 266 pp. 
Price 11, 1s. Oxford,. at the Univerfity Prefs. Cadell 
and Davies. 1805. 


WE begin now to review the work of a veteran ftatef- 
man, whofe fervices are fo well known, that it is need- 
lefs to recapitulate them. His knowledge arid abilities 
have been Jered to the fervice of his Sovereign for a 
number of years; and the fubjeét of the prefent effay has 
long been the objeét of his refearch. : 
The importance of coins muft be obvious to every one, 
fince all are more or lefs concerned with them; and there 
are few who do not perceive that the prefent bad flate of our 
lilver coinage loudly calls for the attention of government, 
Nor is the evil of the numerous banks diftributed in every 
quarter of the country, and iffuing impmenfe quantities of 
paltry paper, lefs deferving of fome prompt an efficacious 
mealures to {upprefs them. 
At the sctetbe of his prefent Majefty the gold coins were 
in an imperfeét ftate, although certainly not fo deficient in 
R weight 
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weight as the prefent filver coinage. Th€ evil was fo moe 
torious, that it was eftimated, his Lordfhip fays,-in all-our 
rates of exchange with foreign nations; and government 
found it abfolutely neceflary to endeavour to apply fome 
remedy. His Lordthip, in the year 1773, addvetled a letter 
to the then Chancellor of the Exchequer, and propofed 
the fteps that were foon afterwards adopted, and which baye 
been the means not only ef bringing the gold coins to pe. 
- wag but alfo of preferving them in nearly the od 
ate. : 

But a difheuky ftill exifts, in regard to the two metals of 
which the more valuable coins are made, being eftimated at 
the mint ata different relative value, or price, from that for 
which thefe metals are generally fold in the bullion market. 
Now, as long as this difference fubfifts, that metal — will 
be brought to be comed whichis rated at the bowelt value m 
refpeét to the other. The filver coinage alo remained in a 
very defeétive ftate, nor was any thing more done in refpett 
to the coins Gfl 1798, when a Committee was appointed to 
take their ftate into confideration, and to propole mealures 
for improving them. ‘Copper coins were made ae ew 
principles, but obftruétions were raifed by the officers of 
the Mint, and the meafures of the Committee were lelt 
imperteét. 


«¢ At this period,” fays Lord L. I was feized with a violem 
difeafe, which has now confined me to my houfe, and generally to 
my couch, for more than four years ; tinable to hold a pen, or to 
turn over the leaves of a book, from which I might derive in- 
formation. At intervals, however, when I have of late provi 
dentially obtained fome refpite from pain and extreme weaknefs, 1 
have endeavoured to revife fo mach.as 1 had before occafionally 
written; to arrange other, materials previoufly collected ; and to 
reduce the whole fo a form not unfit for perufal. A treatife, writ- 
ten on fo abftrufe and complicated a fabject, by one expofed to great 
infirmities, muft contain fome repetitions, flight inaccuracies, 4 
other imperfections. Arrived as I'am now on the verge of life, 
T haften to prefent what I have thus written, though not“exempt 
from errors, to your Majefty, as my latt fervice—if it thall’de- 
férve that name; in grateful remembrance ef the generous pro- 
tection, which your Majeity has never ceafed to aiford, me, 
of the many and favours, which you have gracioufly eo 
ferred upon me.’’ =P. 7. 


Few Englifhmen can poflibly read this paragraph, without 
the moil lively [cchings of regret “for the fuflerings tee 
author, 
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author, or without being gratified with the loyal and af- 
feftionate manner in which he fpeaks of his Royal Matter. 
But to retarn to the fubjeétot the work, his Lordfhip 
defines money or coin ** to be the flandard meafure by which 
the value of all things, bought and fold, is regulated and 
afcertained;: and to be ‘itfelf, at the fame time, the value or 
equivalent for which goods are’ exchanged, and in which 
contraéts are ‘generally made pay@ble.” It is by the com- 
bination’ of thefe two qualities that money ‘differs from all 
other meafures; and to which the principal ‘difficulties in 
which the fubjeét is involved are owing. Civilized na- 
tions have concurred in making their money of ‘gold, filver, 
and copper. The peculiar excellencies attached to the two 
former materials are their facility of being reduced to a pure 
‘flate ; their divifibility by fufion into’ exaét portions ; their 
rarity, which renders the values’ moft commonly: required 
ps too bulky, and laflly their being very little liable to any 
ecay. ed Pi 
_ But coins, of whatever metal they aré formed are ftill fub. 
jett, as his Lordthip obferves, to feveral imperteftions. From 
the very circumftance of the durability of the metal, the 
uantity of coin is continually augmenting, and therefore* 
the value, at which they are exchanged for other more 
rifhable commodities varies: hence coins are an ‘impierfeet 
meafure, although they are made of one metal only. The 
relative value of any two of thefe metals alfo varies, in’ fuc- 
ceflive periods, and even at the fame time, in different plaees, 
whence a fecond imperfeétion is introduced. And this im- 
perfeétion is increafed when the Sovereign, as is ufual in moft 
countries, determines the relative value at which coins made 
of different metals {hall pafs current ; becaufe it is impoffi- 
ble that he fhould be able to purfue: the various flu€tuations 
of the bullion market. The debtor will pay in the coin 
overvalued at the mint, and the coin that is undervalued’ 
will be melted down and exported. The’ fourth imperfec- 
tion is their wear by fri€tion, or diminution by fraudulent 
means, as from thence the moft weighty will be colleéted” 
and wicked down, and only the lefs perfeét left in circula- 
tion. OF thefe imperfefiions, the firft is Mherent in the 
very nature of the thing; ‘but it-is of the leait confequence, 
ast Chiefly affeéts contraéts, and grants of very long con- 
tmuance, ‘The rerhoval of the other three forms the fub- 
ject of the treatife now before us. i 
His Lordthip agrees in opinion with Sir William Petty, 
4cke, Harris, and all other eminent writers upon’ coins, 
that although the coins themfelyes are made of different 
KR2 metals, 
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metals, yet only one metal can be the money, or flandard 
meafure of property, which muft, of courfe, be legal tender, 
without any limmation, while the. other metals. are fo only 
in a limited degree. Mr. Locke, who. was of opinion that 
filver coins were the only money of account, thought that 
coins of gotd might be leit to take their value,, according to 
the relative price of bullion in the market,- although he al- 
lowed that gold coins might havea value fet upon them, 
provaien that the value be under the market price. of gold, 
ut Mr. Harris thought that the regulation of the value of 
coins was too delicate for private perfons to meddle with, 
and therefore that they ought. always to be rendered cur 
rent at a certain rate by the orders of the Sovereign, to 
whom, in this count: y, the regulation of the coin belongs, at 
an unqueftionable branch of his prerogative. To. this latter 
fentiment, Lord Liverpool accedes, as we fhall have oeta- 
fion more particularly to mention in a fubfequent part. 
From this confideration of the general principles of coins 
age, his Lordthip pafles to a detasled hiftory of the Englith 
coinage. ‘The general intereft that.this hiflory mul, excite, 
induces us to attempt a rapid fketch of its moft promment: 
leatures. 

* The ftandard. for the filver coin, has experienced lefs al- 
teration than that for gold. It is certain that the fandatd 
for filver in the 28th year of Edward, }. (i.e. 1800);and 
which was even then denominated the old flandard, was 
Hloz. 2dwts of fine filver, and 1gdwts. of alloy... All-our 
filver coins have been fince made of this flandard, except 
for a {hort period cf about fixteen. years, namely, from the 
sith of Henry VIII, (1542) to the end of Elizabeth, (1559) 
during the greater part of which peried, our coins, under 
went fo many alterations, that the whole-may be regarded # 
a fort of convulfive movement in the monetary fyMem ofthe 
country. isn 

The fir gold. coins made at .the Englifh mint! contained 
£3 carats 3} grains of fine gold, and 4 grain of alloy.; » This 

was called the old flandard ; but in the 18thof Henry Vill. 
(1526) anew ftandard was introduced, containing only 22 
carats of fine geld and 2 carats of alloy; this. waa called 
crown gold, becaufe crowns, or five, fhilling pieces were 
‘the firft coins made of this new flandard. rom the time 
of the introduétion of crown gold to the 15th of Charles 
oe coins were made of- both thefe different ftandards, but 

ince that time, all the gold coins have been made of thie infe- 
rior kind of gold only. 
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Before his Lordhip enters upon his account of the feve- 
cil alterations, which have, by gradual progrefs, reduced 
out coins to about oné-third of their nominal value at the 
conquelt, he obferves, that coins may be debafed in three 
ways. By diminifhing their abfolute weight; by raifing 
the nominal value. of coins already in circulation, and by 
diminifhing the quantity of fine metal, and, of courle, in- 
creafing the alloy-in the ftandard of which they are made. 
In order, therefore, to lay before his Majefty a clearer ac- 
count of the debafements which have a€tually been made 
in the Englith coins, he arranges them under three difting 
heads, 

lil, The alterations of the filver coins by diminifhing the 
weight of ftandard filver which they fhould contain. 

2d. The alterationg of the gold coins, either by diminifh- 
ing the weight of the gold put into them, or by raifing the 
nomin.! value of the coins already in circulation, in order 
topreferve their relative value with the filver coins, notwith- 
flanding the debafement of the latter. 

3d, The extraordinary and violent alterations and debafe. 
ments made during the latter end of the reign of Henry VIII, 
and the beginning of that of his fucceffor, which were 
principally effeéted by lowering the ftandard of the metal 
an into the filver coins. Thefe violent meafures produced 
uch diforders that a reformation of the coin could no longer 
de deferred. 

As the Tower pound, or as it is called the moneyers pound, 
wasin ufe from the earlieft times tothe 18th of Henry VHI. 
{1526) his Lordthip makes all his calculations upon that 
pound, which is three quarters of an ounce lighter than the 
troy pound. This Tower pound is, he fays, the fame as was 
ufed by our Saxon anceftors, and has been preferved with 
reat care, 

At the acceffion of William L in 1067, the pound in tale 
was equal to the Tower pound of filver ; and the only coins 
Were pennies or flerlings, weighing of courfe twenty-four 
rains, and equal to about three-pence at prefent.. It was 
fot, his Lordthip fays, till the 28th of Edward I. (1300)* 
that the filver coins were debafed. That monarch coined 
he pound weight of fterling filver into 20s. 3d. by tale, 


_ 





— 


* The author moft comely dates according to the years 


of each Kings reign; but we have redoced them to the Cheif- 
tian @ra, in erder to afford a more luminous view of their fe. 


fective conn: “ions. 


R3 Edward 
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Edward III, in 1343, coined the Tower pound of filver 
into 22s. 2d. by tale; in 1345, he coined it into 22s. 6d. and 
in 185<, he coined it into 25s. The next debafement of 
our filver coins was made by Henry IV. in 1411, when the 

ound of filver was coined into 30s, by tale. Edward [V, 
in 1463, debafed them fill further, by coining 57s. 6d. out 
of a pound of filver. And Henry \ Ill. in 1526, coined 
the Tower pound of filver into 42s. 21d. Omitting the de. 
bafements already alluded to, the next was that by Elizabeth, 
in 1559, when the Tower pound of filver was coined into 
56s. 3d. and the laft was that of the fame Queen, in 1600, 
when the fame pound was coined into 58s. 1}d. (or the troy 
prone into 6%s,). The filver coins flill remain upon this 
ooting. Several propofals have been made at different 
times, to debafe the coins flill lower, “by coining a greater 
number of fhillings out of the poundtroy, but the Englifh 
government has conftantly and magnanimoufly refufed to 
liften to thefe propofals. 

His Lordfhip next reviews the feveral alterations winch 
have been made in the gold coins. Although Henry Ill. 
in 1257, had coined 120 gold pennies out of the Tower 
pound of gold, and ordered them to pafs for 20d. each, fo 
that the relative value of gold to filver was rated at 9.57, tol; 
yet thefe coins were never in much ufe. The Byzantines 
or Bezants ftruck by the Emperors of Conftantinople, and 
the imitations of thefe coins, which began to be {truck at 
Florence, about 1252, through the means of the Greek te- 
fugees in that city, and hence called Florins, circulated 
through every part of Europe, and were employed in the 
payment of large fums. Edward III]. in 1343, imitated 
thefe gold coins, and flruck 50 gold florins, or an equivalent: 
number of halves and quarters, out of the Tower pound of 
ftandard gold. As each of thefe florins was current for 68. 
(equal to about 19s. of our prefent money) the Tower pound 
of old gold was coined into 141. by tale, and the relative 
value of gold to filver was eftimated as 12 to 1, Thele 
coins were fo generally refufed in payment, on account ot 
the gold being over-rated, that they were called in the fame 
year, and re-coined at the rate of 131. 3s. 4d. in tale out of 
the pound by weight, fo that the relative value of the gold to 
filver was only I! tol. In 1345 the filver coins being 
debafed, a frefh coinage of gold commenced, in which the 
gold was flill rated in nearly the fame proportional value to 
fiver. We cannot follow the noble author through all the 
alterations which have fince taken place in the gold coins; 


and therefore thall mention only the principal alteratio in 
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Ye 1411, the relative value of gold to filver was only eftie 
mated at 10to1; but in 1463 u& rofeagainto llto 1, It 
remained nearly in this.proportion ull 1544, when, in con- 
fequence of the debafements then made, in re{peét to the 
alloy, by Henry VILL, the relative value of fine gold to 
filver was only at 6;% to 1. Thenext year it was rated only 
a 5 to }. In 1549, under Edward VI. as 5s to 1; in 
1550, as 4343, and in 1551, as only 2334. 

The following extraé will fhow the effe@ls of thefe vio- 
lent debafements of the filver coins. 


“ The neceflary confequence refulting from this difpropor. 
tioned and very unequal value fet on the. gold and filver coins, 
was, that enormous profits were made by exchanging filver cains 
for gold coins at their refpeétive nominal values. 

“« This profit was, 

Inthe 36th Hen. VIII. — 614 

In the 37th Hen. VIII. — 
In the 3d Edw. VI. ae 285 *, per cent. 

In the 4th Edw. V4, — Wit? 

In the sth Edw. VI. — .355$F% . 

Te followed that all the gold coins were ina fhort time ci. 
ther hoarded, melted, exported, or in fome way or other driven 
out of circulation, King Edward VI. in his Journal, acknow. 
ledges, that gold coins were not freely exchanged for thofe of 
filver withovt a premium; and Stowe, in his Survey of London, 
fays, ‘that he had feen twenty-one fhillings current given for 
one old angel to gild withal.’ It fhould be remembered, that 
ten fhillings was the higheft nominal value, at which the Coin 
called an angel was made current during this period. 

“« So great\was the confufion then introduced into the coins of 
this country, that I have found it difficult to ftate and explain, 
with any degree of perfpicuity, the feveral debafements and altera- 
tions made in them; nor is it eafy to conecive, in what manner 
any exchanges or payments could at that time be made. ‘The 
fact is, that all commerce was nearly at a ftand. The farmers 
were unwilling to bring provifions to market; and when they 
offered them to fale, they did not know what price to fet upon 
them. Merchants and tradefmen alfo greatly increafed the price 
of every article, which they had to fell. ‘he Government tried 
every method to keep up the value of the debafed coins then in 
“rculation, and proclamations were ifued for that purpofe, 
which were not obeyed. To enforce obedience, Parliament 
pafied a law already quoted, for inflifting penalties on thofe 
“who fhould exchange any coined gold or coined filver at a 
greater value than the fame was, or should be, declared by his 
Sajefty’s proclamation to be current for, within his dominions,’ 


‘ther proclamations were iflued, for obliging perfons, under fe- 
Rg 4 vcre 
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vere penaltics, to bring their corn and provifions to market, and 
for fetting prices on all the neceffary articles of confumption, 
The Parhament paffed laws for hn teen, the manner ef buying 
and felling all forts of beafts and cattle, ‘as well as butter and 
cheefe; and for limiting the prices, at which all forts of wine 
fhould be fold. There was an att alfo fubjeCting fuel to an affize, 
which, in order to exclude from this trade fuch as were dif 

to monopolize, forbad any perfon to buy fuel, ‘ except fuch as 
burn it, or retail the fame.’ The law againft regraters, fore. 
ftallers, and engroffers, which has fome time fince led, 
was paffed on that ogcafion, and owed its origin to che cuaaal 
tions, to which every fpecies of internal traffic was at that time 
expofed. The farmers were difpofed to export to foreign coun. 
tries many of the moft neceffary articles of life, rather than 
bring them to the country markets to be fold and exchanged for 


the bafe coin; and on this account the exportation of thefe arti. 
cles was prohibited.’’ P, go. 


But this condition of things could not poffibly laft for 
any ee of time, as every perfon, except a few indivi. 
duals who were engaged in the money trade, muft have felt 
the moft ferious inconvenience. In effe€&t we find that a 
complete reformation of our coins was the confequence of 
this confufion. And it is, as his Lordfhip iianiins not a 
little fingular, that the very minifters who had committed 
fuch grofs errors in refpeét to the coinage, fhould all of a 
fudden adopt principles, which being aéted upon, have ren- 
dered our monetary fyftem equal, at leaft, to any in modern 
Europe. The fyftem of the filver coinage then introduced 
was indeed fuperior to,the prefent, becaufe the troy pound 
being coined into only 60 fhillings, the feveral coins were 
aliquot parts of the pound, ms their proper weight was 
ealily afcertained with fcarcely any calculation. The fyftem 
of the gold coinage by Edward VI. was lefs perfeét, becaufe 
the proportion of alloy in it was not the fame as jn the filver 
coinage. 

The relative value of gold to filver in the reformed coins 
was ftijl as 11 tol. In 1600. jt was eftimated by Eliza 
beth,. at a {mall fra€tion below 11, But in 1604, James Il. 
increafed the relative value to fomething more than 12, in 
confequence of the gold coin having tae exported; this 
rife brought the gold back again, neverthelefs the relief was 
but temporary, for it foon began again to be ex ' 
Therefore James I. in 1611, raifed the value af the gold 
coins in circulation 10 per cent, The augmentation of theif 
value was however too great, for the filver in the kingdem 
wes immediately exported to exchange for gold; and thus 
a gress 
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a great fearcity of filver was felt for fome years, until the 
price of gold in the bullion market rofe by flow degrees, 
and became equal to the mint price: a circumftance that 
took place, it is fuppofed, fome time about the commence+ 
ment of the ufurpation. 

As the inarket price of gold continued fill to rife, Charles 
I]. in 1668, was led to diminifh the weight of the 20s. 
piece (or guinea); notwithftanding which it paffed for 21s, 
and even for 22s. and as the filver coins were continually 
diminithed by clipping and other frauds, the vclue of the 
pee rofe at length even to 30s. This occurred in the 

inning of William III.’s reign, when a general re. 
coinage of the filver took place, upon which occafion the 
guinea was’ firft forbidden to be exchanged for more than 
26s, and afterwards its maximum of value was fixed at 22s. 
When the recoinage of the filver was completed, the guinea 
became current by confent at 21s. 6d. So that it did not 
fall fo low as might have been expeéted, and the confe- 
quence was, thatthe greater part of the filver.that had been 
recoined at a very heavy expence, was melted down and 
uF ahi in exchange for gold. 

n 1717, not twenty years after the recdinage, the Minif- 
ters of George 1. were alarmed at the decreafe of the filver 
coins, and applied to Sir Ifaac Newton, then Mafter of the 
Mint, for his advice. He ftated that the guinea, which 
then pafled for 21s. 6d. was worth only about 20s. 8d. ac- 
eording to the relative value of gold and filver in the bul- 
lion market; and he fuggefted as an experiment that 6d, 
thould be taken off the current value of the guinea, in order 
to diminifh the temptation to melt down and export the filver 
coins. At the fame time, he acknowledged that 10d. of 
I2d. ought to be taken off the value of the guinea, in order’ 
that the gold coins might bear the fame relation to the filver, 
as they ought to do according to the courfe of exchan 
throughout Europe; although it might be better to wait t 
effeé&t of the meafure he ropofed, which would fhow what 
further reduétion would be moft convenient for the public. 

In confequence of this advice, the current value of the 
guinca was lowered, and it was ordered to be legal tender at 
the rateof 21s. at which value it continues; fo that the re- 
lative value of fine gold, compared with that of fine filver, 
is now, aczording to his Lordthip’s calculation, as 1575%%s 
tol. And the whole rife in the value of gold, compared 
with filver, from 1602 to 1717, i, e. in 115 years, was 8934 
per cent. or confiderably more than one third. The guinea 


was indeed {till rated too high by at leaft 4d. or 15% per go 
an 
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and as no further redu€tion has been made, the greateft 

of the filver coin has been melted down and exported, and 
we may add, that nothing but the defeétive ftate of the re. 
mainder retains it in circulation. On the other hand, note 
withftanding a great quantity of gold has been fince brought 
to the mint for coimage, fcarcely any other filver has been 
coined, but what has been taken from the enemy, and car. 
ried to the mint to the no {mall lofs of the captors. 

The preceding hiftory of the Englifh coinage, is for the 
moft part delivered in a clear and’ luminous mainer, although 
we caimot but diflapprove of the feparation of the debale. 
ments which tovk piace from the 18th of Henry VIII. to 
the 6th of Edward VI. This feparation caufes a break in 
the narrative that has an awkward elffeft. His Lordhhi 
then proceeds to ftate the reafons which determined the So- 
vereigns to adopt the ruinous fcheme of debafing the coins, 
This fyftem feems to have been unknown to the ancients, 
and to be the invention of the northern adventurers, who 
overturned the weitern Roman Empire. Although his Lord, 
{hip does not aflign the real motive that led them to adopt 
the fyftem, there can, we think, be little doubt. that it 
originated in the independence claimed by the fubjeéis of 
thofe Cliefs, and the ilight ceercive power the Chiefs pof- 
fefled over them; fo that the Chiefs were driven, by necel- 
fity, to adopt indireft means to raife a revenue for the- pay- 
ment of the expences of the government, becaufe their 
fubje€ts would not confent to.contribute direéily for that 
objett. Hence thele Chiefs were obliged at firft to mix a 
certain proportion, generally 4‘; of copper with the pure 
coins which had formerly been current, to defray the ex- 
pence of their prs In procels of time, however, 
when all the old coins of pure metal had paffed their mints, 
and only alloyed metal was brought in, there was taken, in 
lieu of this, a double duty, one called braffage, deftined to 
defray the charge of the coinage, and the other /eigneurage, 
deitined for the fupport of the other branches of the royal 
expenditure. This appears to us to be the origin of thefe 
duties. : 

Thefe duties were, as his Lordhhip obferves, abolifhed in 
England, by Charles IT. who had an allowance granted him 
inflead of them. They remain, however, to this day i 
moft countries of Europe. In France, while under a royal 
goverument, the charge for braflage was 2 livres per marc, 
or about 20d. per Ib, troy, on gold, and 14} fols, or about 
i4id. per Ib. on filver; there was alfo taken in France for 
feigneurage 1¢ per cent. on gold, and 1,’ per a on 

7 iver. 








Lard Liverpool on the Coins of the Realm. 235 


filver. Thefe duties produced, according to Neckar, about 
21,0001. fterling ayeai. . 

But fome European Sovereigns, who — to be in 
want of money, were not content with thefe duties, and 
accordingly debafed the coin below the ufual flandard, or 
coined a greater fur in tale out of the fame quantity of 
metal. Thefe debafements were not only mere tem 
fhifts which impaired their ancient revenues, but alfo aéts of 

at injuitice; by altering the value of leafes, or grants, 
and by diminithing the property of creditors, to fay nothin 
of the contfufion they introduced between the old coins an 
the new ones. How much the fubjeéts thought they were 
injured by thefe debafements, is evident by our Norman 
Kings having, in their own paternal dominions, a triennial 
tax on hearths, in lieu of the profit they might derive from 
thefe debafements; and the Kings of Fiance had the sailles 
and aides granted them for the fame forbearance. 

It has been ftated by fome politicians, and fome govern, 
ments have, as his Lordfhip obferves, profefledly aed upen 
the principle, that the coins would by thefe means be re- 
tained within the realm, as James 1. expreffed it “ fora 
perpetuall treafure.’’ But bullion muft be exported when 
the total value of other merchandile im pin fuperior 
to that which is exported, in {pite of any laws to prevent it. 
So alfo if the relative value of the two precious metals be 
eltimated in the mint in a different proportion than it is 
among traders in bullion, the coins of that metal, which is 
underrated at the mint, will be converted into bullion, and 
eXported in order to purchafe the other metal, whence a lofs 
will accrue to the public of the expence of coinage, and a 
difficulty alfo will arife~in the internal commerce of the 
flate, from a want of coins in that metal which is exported. 

His Lordfhip clofes this long account of the Englifh- 


coinage with the following obfervation. 


‘Upon a full view of this important fubject, in which it has 
been necefflary occafionally to cenfure fome of the Sovereigns of 
this kingdom, for their conduct with refpe& to their coins, I 
think myfelf bound in juftice to obferve, that the Government of 
England has in general committed fewer errors in regulating their 
coins, ‘than that of any other country of ee The . 
ments of the coins of this kingdom have been lefs frequent, and 
in a lefs degree. In France, the livre, or pound in tale, con. 
tained originally a pound of filver in-weight, as in England, 
By fucceflive debafements made by the French government, the 


livre in tale is now reduced to about a 74th part of what it hn 
w 
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when the pound in tale and the pound in weight were the fame, 
In Scotland, where the pound in tale originally contained alfo 
a pound of filver in weight, and continued in this ftate till the yeag 
3296, the Scottith pound in tale had been by fucceffive debafe. 
ments, before the union of the two kingdoms, reduced to a 36th 
part of its original value. In many parts of Germany, the 
fiorin, which is ftill the integer or money of account of thofe 
countries, was originally a gold coin, of the value of about 169 
fhillings of our prefent money. It is now become a filver coin, 
of the value of only zod.; and its prefent value therefore is 
only equal to a 6th part of what it was formerly. In Spain, the 
maravedi, which was in its origin a Moorifh coin *, and is fill 
the money of account of that kingdom, was in ancient time 
moft frequently made of gold. Le Blane obferves, that in 
ree2o the maravedi weighed 84 grains of gold, equal in value to 
about 14 fhillings of our prefent money ; but he adds, that the 
weight of it was foon afterwards very much diminifhed. This 
maravedi, though its value is not quite the fame in the different 
provinces of Spain, is now become a {mali copper coin, equal in 
general only to 4), of an Englith penny. In Portugal, the ret, 
or reis, which is ftill the money of account in that kingdom, is 
become of no greater value that 3y; of an Englith penny : it is 
fo fmall, that, in eftimating its value in other coins, it is reck 

by thoufands and hundreds. The moeda, or moidore, is equal to 
4800 reis; and this little coin, called a reis, has now in faét no 
exiftence but in name. Such has been the fate of all thefe coins, 
and fuch is their prefent ftate of depreciation. In this your 
Majefty’s kingdom of England, where the pound in tale and 
the pound in weight were originally, the fame, and continued in 
that ftate till the 28th Edward I. that is, the year 1300, the 
pound in tale has, by nine fucceffive debafements, been reduced 
to not quite one-third of its original value, the prefent value 
being to the original value as 32 to gg. It is evident, there- 
fore, that the Government of England has debafed its coins in a 





a 


«¢® The name itfelf of this coin is derived from an Arabic 
word, or rather from the name of certain Moors, called Almo- 
ravides, who pafled from Africa iato Spain, and gaye their name 
to the money coined by them. This name has fince been cot- 
rupted into Maravedi. There is another more fanciful derivation 
of the name of this coin, which in Latio is called Marabitinus. 
It is faid to mean “* Mrurorum fpolia,’’ becaufe the Spaniards, in 
driving the Moors out of Spain, frequently obtained thefe coms 
among the fpoils taken by them, Botino, in Spanifh,: fignifies 
booty, or fpoils. See the Great Di€tionnaire de Trevoux, article 
Maravedis.’’ 


«© + 1 have not been able to difcover what was the original 
value of the re,” 
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lefs degree than the governments of any of the countries before 
mentioned: and Le Blanc, in his excellent Hiftory of the Coins 
of France, thinks hindelf bound to render this tribute of juftice 
to the Englifh nation, ‘* that the fubjeét of coins has in gencral 
been underftood in few countries fo well asin England.’”” P. 110. 


This view of the debafements which have taken place in 
the other European coins, is, it muft be allowed, highly 
creditable to the Englifh Government. 

From this hiftory of the Englith coinage, his Lordfhip 
pales to the general principles upon which coins. ought 
to be made, on which fubjeéts he treats as ufual at great 
length. Sir William Petty, Locke, and Harris, all agree 
that the flandard of money fhould be compofed of .only one 
metal, They alfo thought that this flandard was in prace 
tice, filver, and. that this metal ought to remain as fuch, 
His Lordihip brings forward a multifarious mafs of argu- 
ments to controvert this aflertion, as to the prefent time, 
Before Henry ILI. there were, as we have feen, only. filyer 
coins, and of courfe they only could form the. ftandard. 
Thefe coins were aliquot parts of the Tower pound. of {jl. 
ver, and pafled by their weight, not number; although 
fometimes a compenfation was made of 6d. in the pound by 
tale, in licu of weighing them, After. Edward I. .dimi. 
nilhed the weight of the coins, the weighing. of, the filver 
coins begun to be difcontinued, on account of the trouble 
fome calculations it required to afcertain their weight. But 
the fuperior value of gold coins has always caufed them to be 
weighed, unlefs in cafes where the appearance of the coin is, 
fufhcient to juftify the neglect. 

Since the introduction of gold coins, a confli€&t between: 
the two metals has fre th oy a produced ; and cach has, 
at times been exported to purchafe the other. The profit 
procurable by this means, during the convulfions.in the mo- 
netary fyftem, which we have already alluded to, was. ex- 
ceflive, as appears by what we havealready quoted, in con-. 
fequence of the bad principles upon which coins were. con~: 
rutted. A fyflem of coinage, indeed, can never be fo 
ported, but that the flandard coin itfelf will vary, as Lord 

. expreffes himfelf, ‘*even with refpeét to itfelf,” or 
to {peak more properly with refpett to other commoe. 
dities. But although in the reign of Elizabeth, a fen. 
fible diminution in the value of money had taken place, and 
a ftill greater fall was apprehended, fo that corn rents had 
been devifed to uphold the revenues of colleges, yut it does, 
hot appear that any great fluétuation in the relative value of 
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and filver took place before the reign of Jamies f) 

t monarch made the vain attempt of keeping pace with 
the bullion trade, by frequently altering the value of his 
coins, fo that the coins were alternately exported. 

In 1663, the gold com, akthough coimed at a certain value, 
was allowed by Charles II. to pals iccording to the? varia 
tion of the market.. This meafure feems to have prevented in 
a great degree the exportation of the coins; butt is equally 
evident, from his Lorefhip’ s hiflory of this period, that the 
greater facility of paying foms of any confideration in gold, 
and the clipped ftate of the filver coins, arifing from the ge 
neral difufe of weighing them, tended to raife the gold 
coins above their natural value, and thus to increafe the nem 
ber of thefe coins in preference to thofe of filver. In 1717 
the value of the guinea was, as has been already faid, re 
duced ‘to 21s. with a view of re {toring the equilibrium be- 
tween the coins of the two metals ; but this ‘reduétion bein 
too fmall, the gold coins flill retained their afcendancy,. fo 
that fince that time no great payments have been made at 
the Exchequer, or even among private perfons, in’ filver, 
that metal being ufed merely for neceflary change, like the 


copper coins. 
his ule of filver has indeed, in fome meafure, been re- 
cegnized of late by the legiflature; fince, in 1774, the fit- 
ver coins were ordered to be legal tender by tale only as fat 
as 25). and after that to be takenat 5s. 2d. per oz. b 
weight. Hence his Lordfhip confiders it as a matter of law, that 
the gold coins are become the ftandard money, becaufe they 
area legal tender, bytale, to any amount. He feveral times 
mentions the circumflance of the filver coins not being a 
lege tender by tale above 25}. and it is in faét the principal 
ment upon which he reils the proof’ of his pofitions. 
But as the legiflature has fixed the price by the ounce, at 
which they: thal] pafs when above that fum, and a# this 
price is equal to the value ordered to be coined out of each 
ounce of ‘filver, it appears to us chat the legiflature, recog- 
nizing the defettive ftute of thefe coins arifing from the ne- 
gle&t of weighing them, and being aware, that if a perfon 
was obliged to receive thenr by tale to any amount, he might 
in the event of a recomage, bee come a confiderable {ufferer, 
las only ordered that the ancient mode, called compenfatie 
ad penjum thould be reforted to in thefe cafes. Hence, fo 
tar as the law is concerned, it appears to us that the filver 


coins fill remain the fliodird equally with thofe of gold, 
as*each arc lawbul ten any amount, with this dil- 
ference, thal iQ payticn. 2 old com. each piece muit 
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he of a definite weight, but in payments with filver, the ac- 
knowledged deficiency of each piece muft, in large fums, 
be made up, by weighing the whole together, and putting 
in as many additional pieces as will cover the aggregate de- 
fiency. 

In addition to the above argument, his Lordfhip alledges 
fome fubordinate reafons to thow the truth. of his pofition, 
at lealt as to matter of faét. In the reign of Witham IIT, 
filver being the acknowledged ftandard of money, and the 
coins formed of it being at that time very defeétive, the 
price of every thing rofe in proportion to that deficiency’; 
whereas at prefent, notwithflanding our filver coinage is in’ 
an equally bad flate, the rife imthe price of things 18 rot at- 
tributable to that caufe ; hence hie Lordfhip infers, chat‘the 
people look only to the gold coins as the ftandard. He 
draws the fume inference trom obferving, that whien the 
filver coms were thus deficientin weight, the gold coms role 
in value accordmgly ; but fince 1717 the gumea has not 
altered in its value, notwithitanding the defect in the filver 
coms has continually increafed.. Foreigners alfo, he thinks, 
confider our gold coins as the prefent.ftandard, becaufe. the 
exchange with other places does not. alter with the ins 
crealing deficiency ot the filver coins, as it did before the 
recoinage of the filver. And. be’ further thinks, that the 
prices of bullion’in the market fhow the opinion of the 
dealers to accord with his own, becaufe the price of the 
metals have not, fince the recoinage of tlie gold, fluétuated 
in confequence of the increafing defeéi in our filver: coins. 
From all thefe’circumftances he inters, that the-pound fter- 
ling, which, from the time of Elizabeth, might be efteemed 
# the expreflion of 2 of a pound of troy of fandard fil- 
ver, has, by the gradual change of things become the exe 
preflion of 22 of 5 dwt. 94 grainsof flandard gold, cach 
of thefe metals being alloyed witha definite, but different 
proportion of copper. Refpetting this opinion of bis 
Lordihip, we may obferve, that as the legiilature has thought 
proper to fix the relative value ‘ot the two precious: metals; 
and co declarethem equally a legal tender, to any amount, 
no exclufion of the filver coin as a ftandard meature can 
be inferred from the circumftances he has alledged: als 
though, as the gold coins are not only the moft pertett; bus 
allo the moft convenient for paying fums of any conte> 
quence, it is natural for the fubjetts of this fate to meas 
lure the values. of other things by thofe coins, and equally 
‘o for foreigners to eflimate thgyvalue oi their momes: by 
thern. 

(Ta be concluded in our neat., 
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Art. II. Curiofities of Literature. Fifth Edition. Revifed, 
altered, and enlarged with new Articles. ®vo. 2 vols 
508 and 494 pp. Il. 1s. Murray. 1807. 


HE public is ufually gratified: by books of mifcellanies, 
and that it has been fo by this is proved by the fuccef. 
fion of editions. With a fifth impreflion we thould not 
have confidered ourfelves as having any cori¢ern, had it not 
been proved to us, by a very fimple but. certain: procefs, 
that the prefent is nearly one half new. Nut contented with 
large additions under almoft every head, which, by a clofer 
printing and a {maller type, are prevented from icreafin 
the apparent magnitude of the work, the author has schist 
to his volume fome pages of addenda. We notice thele 
more particularly for the fake of contributing an illuitration’ 
to the firft of them. The author fpeaks of the library of 
Grollier, and particularly of what he calls ‘* the amiable 
in‘eription’’ which adorned his books, Jo. Grediiertt ef amicos 
rum. ‘Lhis infcription was not the invention of Grollier, it 
was employed more particularly by the colleétors of MSS. be- 
fore the mvencion of printing; when it was of more imports 
ance that a man fhould let his friends ufethis books, becanfe 
otherwife they might not be able to fee them at all. The 
famous collector of MSS. Cardinal Seripandi, had this idea; 
witnefs the celebrated copy of the Odyiley, in the Harlesan 
Colleétion, which was collated by Profeflor Porfon for the 
Grenville Homer. - ‘The infcription is, “* Ant. Seripandt 
et amicorum.” Similar marks are found in other MSS. 
We can {carcely open the copy which: lies before us, if 
which the additions are marked, without feeing proots of 
the compiler’s zeal and diligence to unprove his works 
Among thefe proofs are the firlt fixteen pages of Vol. lv 
Again 28 to 29 inclufive, &c. &c. and the fecond volume 
appears to be augmented in a much greater proportion, infos 
much that from p. 360 to the end p. 494, almoft the whole 
appears to be new. We know not how to give a general 
ita of a book fo very various, otherwife than by fayings 
that. the two volumes contain upwards of one hundred and 
feventy heads, under which the various remarks and anec¢ 
dotes are entered; thefe are properly indicated by alphabe- 
tical tables at the beginning of each volume. They do not 
indeed all relate to literature, but much the greater part have 
reference to it; and the remarks of the compiler are often @ 
ingenious as his matter is curious. In fuch a variety it 18 
difficult 
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dificult to fele&t ; but among all the topics we cannot per- 
haps find one more pleafing, particularly to literary men, 
than the following, which is all new in the prelent edition. 


LITERARY FRIENDSHIPS. 


« A delightful topic opens to our contemplations. I enter the 
feene as ineas the green Elyfium, where he ‘viewed the once 
illuftrious inhabitants of the earth repofing in focial felicity. 

It is honourable to literature, that among the virtues it 
infpires is that of the moft romantic friendfhip; and literary 
hiftory prefents fome inftances of its fineft enthufiafm. ‘The deli- 
rium of love is often too violent a paffion for the ftudent ; and its 
caprices are ftill more incompatible with his purfuits than, its de. 
lirium. But friendfhip is not only delightful but neceffary to 
foothe a mind alternately elated and deprefled; when the mind 
of aman of genius is infirm, it ftrengthens; when’ dubious, it 
enlightens; when difcouraged, it animates. However, literary 
friendfhips are rarer than one might imagine them to be. 

“ The memorabl@ friendfhip of ‘Beaumont and Fletcher fo 
elofely united their labours, that we cannot difcover the pro- 
ductiens of either; and biographers cannot without difficulty 
compofe the memoirs of the one without running into the life of 
the other, They pourtrayed the fame charaéters, while they 
mingled fentiment with fentiment, and their days were as clofely 
interwoven as their verfes. Metaftafio and Farinelli, were born: 
about the fame time, and early acquainted, - They called one 
another Gemello, or twin! Both the delight of Europe; both 
lived to an advanced age, and died nearly at the fame time. 
Their fortane bore too a refemblance; for they were both pen- 
fioned, but lived and died feparated in the diftant courts of Vi- 
enna and Madrid. Montaigne and Charron were rivals, but 
always friends ; fuch was Montaigne’s affetion for Charron, that 
he permitted him by his will to bear the full.arms of his fa- 
mily;and Charron evinced his gratitude to the nranes of his 
departed friend, by leaving his fortune to the fifter of Montaigne, 
who had married. Forty years of friendfhip, uninterrupted by 
rivalry or envy, crowned the lives of Poggius, and Leonard 
Arctin, two of the illuftrious revivors of letters. A fingular 
cuftom formerly prevailed among our own writers, which was 
an affectionate tribute to our literary veterans, by young writers. 
—The former adopted the latter by the title of fons. Ben Jon. 
fon had twelve of thefe poetical fons. Walton, the angler, 
adopred Cotion, the tranflator of Montaigne, ' 

_“* Among the moft fafcinating effufions of genius are thofe little 
Pieces which it confecrates to the caufe of friendfhip. In that 
poem of Cowley, compofed en the death of his friend Harvey, 
the following ftanza prefents a pleafing picture of the employ- 
ments of two young ftudents.— 

S | “6 Say; 
BRIT. CRIZ, VOL, x¥X. SEPT. 1807. 
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« Say, for you faw us, ye immortal lights, 
“© How oft unwearied have we {pent the nights | 
‘« Till the Ledwan flars, fo famed for aie, 
‘© Wonder’d at us from above. 
«¢ We fpent them not in toys, in Luft, or wine ; 
‘© But fearch of deep philofophy, 
«* Wit, cloquence, and poetry, 
Arts which I loved, for they, my friend, were thine,”* 
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*€ Milton has not only given the exquifite Ly cidas to the me. 
mory of a young friend, but in his Epitaphinm Deamonis, to that 
of Deodatus, has poured forth fome interefting fentiments, Ie 
has been veriitied by Langhorne. Now, fays the poet, 


“¢ ‘To whom fhall I my hopes and fears impart, 

“* Or truit the cares and follies of my heart.’’ 
The elegy of Tickel, malicioufly called by Steele, “ profe in 
rhyme,’’ is alike in{pired by affeétion and fancy ; it has a me. 
lodious languor, and a melancholy grace.. The fonnet of Gray 
to the memory of Weft, is a beautiful effufion, and a model for 
Englith fonnets. Helvetius was the protector of men of genius, 
whom he aflifted not only with his criticifm, but his fortune, At 
his death, Saurin read in the French academy an epiitle to the 
manes of his friend. Saurin, wreftling with obfcurity and po- 
verty, had been drawn into literary exitinoe by the fupporting 
hand of Helvetius. Our poet thus addreffes him in the warm 
tones of gratitude. 


«© C’eft toi qui me cherchant au fein de l’infortune 
ee Re! levas mon fort abattu, 
** Et fous me rendre chere, une vie importune. 
* * ” 
*¢ Que importent ces pleors— 
O douleur impuiffante! O regrets fuperflus! 
** Je vis, helas! Je vis, et mon ami n’eft plus!’” 








IMITATED. 
In Mifery’s haunts, thy friend thy bounties feize, 
And give an urze nt life, rit days of eafe : 

Ah! ye vain griets, fuperfluous tears I chide! 

I live, 2 las! L live, and thou haft died! 


«¢ The literary friendfhip of a father with his fon is one of the 
rareft alliances in the republic of letters. It was gratifying to 
the feelin gs of young Gibbor n, in the fervour of literary alle 
bition, to dedicate his firft fruits to his father. ‘The too lively 

fon of Crebillon, though his was a very different genius to the 
grandeur of his father’s, yet dedic ated his works to him, a 

for a moment put afide his wit and raillery for. the pat thetic ¢x- 
preflions « f filial vereration. We have hada remarkable inftance 


in the two Richardfons; and the father, in his original manner, 
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Bas in the moft glowing language expreffed his affectionate fn. 
timents. He fays, * My time of learning was employed in bu- 
finefs; but after all, I have the Greek and Latin tongues, becaufe 
a part of me poffeffes them, to whom I can fecur at pleafure, juft as 
I have a hand when I would write or paint, feet to walk, and eyes 
to fee. My fon is my learning, as ron that to him, which he 
has not.—We make one mar, and fuch a compound man may 
probably produce what no fingle mancan.’ And further, ‘ I 
always think it my peculiar happinefs to be as it were enlarged, 
expanded, made another man, by the acquifition of my fon; and 
he thinks in the fame manner concerning my union with him.’ 
This is as curious as it is uncommon; and if the cynic calls it 
vanity, let us add, that it is of the moft amiable kind! 

“ But it muft not be fuppofed that men of genius have re. 
mained fatisfied with only giving a few verfes to the tender recol- 
lections of friendthip. 

Some for their friend have died penetrated with inconfolable 

ief; forme have facrificed their character to preferve his own; 
ome have fhared their limited forrune; and fome have remained 
attached to their friend in the cold feafon of adverfity *. 

*€ Juriea denounced Bayle as an impious writer, and drew his 
eonclufions from the * Avis aux Refugiés.’ This work is writ. 
ten againft the Calvinifts, and therefore becomes impious in Hol. 
land. Bayle might have exculpated himfelf with facility, by 
declaring the work was compofed by La Roque; but he pre- 
ferred to be perfecuted, rather than to ruin his friend; he theres 
fore was filent, and was condemned, When the miniiter Fouquet 
was abandoned by all, it was the men of letters he had patronifed, 
who fever forfook his prifon; and many have dedicated their 
works to great men in their adverfity, whom they {corned to no. 
tice at the time when they were noticed by all. The learned 
Goguet bequeathed his MSS. and library to his friend Fugere, 
with whom he had united his affections and his ftudies. His 
work on the Origin of the Arts and Sciences had been much in. 
debted to his aid. In vain was the legacy bequeathed: Goguet 
died of a flow and painful diforder; Fugere, who knew him to be 
patt recovery, preferved a mute defpair, retired home, and the 
victim of fenfibility died a few weeks after his friend. The 
Abbé de Saint Pierre gave an interefting proof of literary friend. 
thip. When he was at college, he formed an union with Varig. 
hon, the geometrician. They were of congenial difpofitions. 
When he went to Paris, he invited Varignon to accompany 
him; but Varignon had nothing, and the Abbé was far from 
rich. A certain income was neceflary for the tranquil purfuite 
of Geometry. Our Abbé had an income of 1800 livres; from 
this he deduéted 300, which he gave to the geometrician, bus 
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accompanied by a delicacy which none but a man of genius could 
conceive. Ido not give it you (he faid) as a falary, burmn an. 
puity, that you may be independent, and quit me when you dif. 
like me, Someching nearly fimilar embellifhes our own {canty 
literary hiftory. When Akenfide was in. great danger of expe. 
riencing famine as well as fame, Mr. Dyfon allowed him three 
hundred pounds a year. Of this gentleman, perhaps, nothing is 
known; yet, whatever his life may be, ic merits the tribute of 
the biographer. To clofe with thefe honourable teitimonies of 
literary fricudfhip, we muft not omit that of Churchill and 
Lloyd. It is known, that when Lloyd heard of the death of 
our poet, he acted the part which Fugere did to Gouget. _ I con. 
clude by remarking that the page is crouded, but my memory is 
by no means exhauited. , 

‘ The moft illuftrious of the ancients prefixed the name of 
fome friend to the head of their works.—We too often place 
that of fome patron. They honourably taferted it in their works, 
When a man of gentus however fhows, that he is not lefs 
mindful of his focial affection than his fame, he is the more loved 
by his reader. Plato communicated a ray of his glory to his 
brothers; for in his republic he afcribes fome parts to Adimantus 
and Glaucon; and Antiphon the youngeft is made to deliver his 
fentiments in the Parmenides. To perpetuate the fondnefs of 
friendfhip, feveral authors have entitled their works by the name 
of fome cherifhed affociate. Cicero to his Treatife on Orators 
gives the title of Brutus; to that of friendthip Lelius ; and t 
that of old age, Cato. ‘They have been imitated by the mo- 
derns. The poetical Taffo to his dialogue on Friendfhip gare 
the name of Manfo, who was afterwards his affectionate bio- 
grapher. Sepulveda entitles his treatife on glory, by the name 
of his friend Gonfalves. Lociel to his dialogues on the lawyers 
of Paris prefixes the name of the learned Pafquier.—Thas Plato 
diftinguithed his Dialogues by the names of certain perfons: the 
one on lying is entitled Hippias; on Rhetoric Gorgias, and 0 
Beauty Phoedrus. 

‘* Luther has perhaps carried this feeling to an extravagant 
point. He was fo delighted by his favourite commentary on the 
epiftle to the Galatians, that he diftinguithed it by a tithe ¢ 
doaiing fondnefs; he named it after his wife, and called it lis 
Catharine.” Vol. 11. P. 388. 


In examining this edition we have noticed a few repeti- 
tions, which in fo various 2 book is not extraordinary, a 
lew crrors, an Latew remarks to which we do not accede; 
but the whole mais of fuch objettions would weigh jittle 
againit the merit of the’ whole, as a truly amufing aod not 
inelegant compilation, Tnat the author of it is Mr, D'Il- 
raclt is well known, and, if it were not, is declared in, the 
advertifement 





_— -——- —- ~~ = 


Southey's Specimens of Englifh Poets, 245 


aivertifement at the end; nor do we fee why he fhould not 
have affixed his name to it (in its sponge ftate) as openly as 
to any other work he has produced. 





Art. III. Specimens of the later Englifh Poets, with preli- 
minary Notices. By Robert Southey. 3 vols. cr, 8vo. 
pp. 1381. ll. 11s. 6d. Longman and Co. 1807. 


HESE volumes, Mr. Southey informs us, are intended 
to accompany Mr. Ellis’s well known Specimens of the 
Early Englifth Poets. They are of courfe executed in imi- 
tation of that ufeful and popular work, but in our opinion 
the imitation is principally confined to the title-page and 
outlines of the plan. r. Ellis’s work was wanted to il- 
luftrate the rife and progrefs of Englifh poetry from the ear- 
lieft times to the reign’of Charles IT. and in fome meafure 
to complete what Warton left unfinifhed. Mr, Ellis has 
acquitted himfelf not lefs as an antiquary than as a man of 
tafle. His prolegomena exhibit a fund of induftrious re- 
fearch, of colleéted information, and ingenious thinking. 
His biographical notices are original, or gathered from. mae 
terials which are not often to be met with, and may be re- 
ferred to as authority. In all thefe poinis we find no re. 
femblance in the prefent work. The {pecimens,-fo far from 
illuftrating the progrefs of poetry from the time of James I, 
where Mr, Southey begins,, do not give us an idea even of 
the peet himfelf; for Mr. Southey fo frequently takes it for 
granted, that his reader is acquainted with the poets in his 
feries, that he feems to introduce the greater part of them 
merely pro forma, and inflead of giving fuch an extract as 
may form a /pecimen of their talents, prefents ug lor the moft 
part with a random quotation, that is neither {pecimen nor 
fample. In other inilances he gives a {mall poem, fuch as 
he thinks megy have efcaped common obtervation ; and this, 
no doubt, with a.view to throw an air of originality over his 
work, 4 , 
For all this, however, we are not inclined to blame Mr. 
Southey. We think be has more tafle and judgment, and 
afpires. more to the charaéter of an orignal wrier, than to 
have compiled fuch a work as the preient wit! out fobcita- 
“on, In his preface, he rambles fo pleafantly trom one tub. 
23 ject 
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jeé&t to another, and from one kin! of apology to another, 
without being able to fay any thing ferioutly in favour of 
the work, th t we are perfuaded he is of our own opinion on 
the merit of the plan, and would not have been forry had 
it been in his power to avoid this very faint and ulelefs imi. 
tation of Mr. kilis’s popul r work, Ufelefs it ceitainly is, 
for it gives the public no more than they had before, in our 
yoetical colleétions, in a better form; and faint it is, for we 
can the mere form of Mr. Elhs’s work, without any of the 
found m terials of which it is compofed. There are many 
colleétions of poetry in our language, which are termed 
Beauties; b t the prefent is not of that kind, tor Mr. Southey 
has avowedly “-inferted a piece of interior merit, rather 
than tho e which are fo well Known as to be printed in ever 
collettion.”” It a collettor choofes to be guided by fucha 
rule as this, we have no means of flopping |is career. 

As we mean to confine our fpecimens principally to the 
biographical notices, the only orginal part of the work, it 
may be proper to inform our readers of Mr, Southey’s plas 
with refpeti to them. 


** The biographical notices might eafily have been extended, 
had it been contittent with the pian, or the limits of this felection, 
Of a few great writers it was unneceflary to fay any thing—of 
fome ignoble ones fuffidient to fay what they had written,” 
Pref. p. vi. 


The great writers whom Mr. Southey leaves unnoticed 
are chiefly Addifon, Prior, Pope, Colley Cibber, and John- 
fon. Of Pope's talents, the only {pecimens are the Epiflle 
to Mifs Blount, and the lines on he: birth-day. Thomfon 
is fcarcely even /pecified in his Ode to Eolus and the Hymn 
to Solitude. Dryden isto be eftimated bv his pxraphrafe on 
the Veni Creator, his lines on the Marquis of Winchefter, 
a of his Epilogues! But enough of {pecimens for the 

reient, 
. Of the information to be derived from the biographical 
notices, the following may give our readers fome notion. 


‘© Toun Pomeret. Luton, Bedfordfhire, 677-8705" WE 
is 


- 


is Pomfret the moft papular of the Englith poets? 
certain, and the folution would be ufeful.’’ 


Although we do not mean to comment on thefe fentem 
tious decifions in every inftance, we may here afk Mr. 
Southey where he learnt that Pomfret is the moft popular of 


the Englith poets? Surely not at his bookf{ellec’s. 


* Eomux® 
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4¢ Epmunp Smitu®.— he author of Phadra and Hippoiitus. 
He has left but two poems in Enghith,”’ 

« Witttam Kino. The works of this fingular writer were 
publifhed by Mr. Nichols in three volumes, 1776. His poems in 
the general colletions fill fome of thofe volumes on which the 
duft may be permitted to hie lightly.’’ 

« Tuomas Sprar. Bithop of Rochefter. Aptly named Sprar, 
as being one of the leait among the poets.’’ 

« Nicnonas Bravy. ‘ He was (fays Cibber) of a mof 
obliging, fweet, affable temper, a polite gentleman, an excellent 
preacher, and no inconfiderable poet.’ His poetical labours, 
however, were confined to tranflating the Alneis, and verfifying 
the Plulms. It is quite confiltent with Shandean fyftems, that 
‘Tate and Brady fhould be chriftened Nahum and Nicholas.’’ 

“ Epwaro Moore. Editor of the World, which 4s often 
publifhed, though perhaps not often read; and author of the 
Koundling and the Gamefter, which ftill keep poileffion of the 
ftage.’’ 


Mr. Southey fhould have informed us, why he thinks that 
the World is not often read, as a frequency of publication 
is ufually confidered as a proof of the contrary, and efpe- 
cially in the cafe of one of the moft pleafing ot our periodical 
papers, He fhould alfo have enquired when the Foundling 
was lait aéted? 

“e fatal accident which befell Mr. Cawthorne is thus 
reiated * 


—‘* He was fond of riding other horfes befides that which he 
horfowed of the Mufes, from one of which he was thrown and 
killed by the fall on the rsthof April, i 76:.’’ 

“Epwarp Younc. No Englifh poem has ever been fo po. 
pular on the Contine vt as the Night Thoughts. it pleafes all 
readers ; for there is genius enough for the tew, and folly enough 
for the many.’’ 

Young is no great favourie with our Critic, and the 
reafon is perhaps better exprefJed in his preface, where he 
fays, 

bo , > 4 = 9 

2 roung $s Manner was unique; it is a compound of wit and 
religious madne/s; but thag madnefs was the madnefs of a man of 
eenius,”? 

g ° 


The following arguments are extremely curioys; 


. Cuesterriztp. Lord Chefterfield has been too mach 
praifed by dancing mafters, who cannot read him; and too mach 


=a 


~via 





* The dates of birth and death, as in Pomfret} we omit in tlefe 
extracts, Ept i 
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blamed by rigid moralifts, who cannot underftand him. Hj 
great penctration led him to look deeply into the charafter of 
mankind; and the piéture that he draws of it is fo like, that iz 


cannot bat provoke a melancholy fmile. To avery young mind, 
fuch a reprefentation may be prejudicial, as tending to defiroy 
that ingenuoufnefs in the outfet of life, which dies naturally 
and gradually by -intercourfe with the world. A man, there. 
fore, who fhould begin by oe upon Lord Chefterficld’s prin: 
ciples, would now become a confuminate hypocrite ; and he who 
fhould not acknowledge the truth of his Lordthip’s obfervations, 
in the progrefs of experience, would be a fool: and thas 


at thirty we thould acquiefce in what might fhock us at 
eighteen.’’ 


If Mr. Southey’s notions of morality appear fomewhat 
ambiguous, he muft be conteffed to have. fpoken more 
awe in the following effufion. We had hopes that in. 
olence to the throne had difappeared among the other de- 
mocratic paffions of a late period, or at leait that books of 


entertainment would have been exempted; but we are mil- 
taken. 


Speaking of Dr. Donn, this author exclaims, 


*¢ When one reads his pathetic appeals for mercy, at his trial, 
and in the Prifon-thoughts, one is tempted to afk, if the hearts 
to which they were made were 4uman, or ever knew what it was 
to err? But it was an appeal to Avarice under the name of 
Fuftice, and at a tribunal, where property is of more value than 
the life of man, fach an appeal is not likely to be heard.’’ 

« Sir WitttaM Biackstone. ‘Though the reputation of 
this celebrated lawyer may be built on the broad foundation of 
legal quartos, we mouft yet be pleafed to view the more ornamental 
ON of his literary life, derived from his poetical character, and 

is purfuits of elegant ftadies: at the age of twenty he had com- 
piled a treatife, entitled Elements of Arehiteture, which met 
with approbation, though intended only for his own ufe. Thefe 
Were the arts of his choice. And it is pleafanter to follow his 


mind through them, than to trace its labours through-thofe by 
which he rofe to fame.’’ * b 2 ot 


From thefe, and many other fpecimens we might produce 
from the biographical notices, we hope’ we fhall not be 
thought too harlh in wifhing, that Mr. Southey had been 
more liberal of his criticifm, and more {paring of his wit. 
From fome authors, whofe praife is of value and whofe ar- 
rogance is fometimes mm on account of their rank 9 
fame, a fententious and dogmatical manner is read with al- 
lowance; but fuch a manner is not only papel but 
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ridiculous affeftation in a Young mari, whofe pretenfichs, 
however fair, have not yet been allowed’ by the general 
voice. It is with more regret that we obferve not a few 
remains of thofe principles, which experience might have 
removed, and that the author fteps out of his way to in- 
finuate or to propagate what is offenfive to loyalty and mu- 
rality. Crowne's m on Charles II. is given merel 
becaufe it affords Mr. Southey an opportunity of calling i 
loyal blafphemy ;"’ and in vol. i, p, 415, we have a fhort 
poem which may not unaptly be called “ pious blat 
hemy.”” ) | 

. We have already hinted, that in the’feleftion of the foes 
cimens the author has not difplayed the tafte which we think 
he poffeffes; but his excufe is, that * ina collection, which 
is meant to give the poetical chataétet of the age, it is ad 
neceffary to exhibit the worft fpecimens as the beft.” ‘If 
this be juft, Mr. Southey muft have acquired fome notion 
of the nature of .a /pectmen, which isto us incomprehen- 
fible. We have always confidered, that the fpecimen. of 
any article fhould be the moft perfeét of that arucle, and if 
would be as ridiculous to judge of the charaéter of an age 
from its blockheads, as st would be.to. eftimate the propora 
tions of animals from the occafional produétion of monfteérs. 
If Mr. Southey, indeed, will favour us with {pecimens of 
bad poetry from the earlieft times to the prefent, the collec. 
tion will be amufing, but Jet him avow that fuch is his 
intention. | 


— - iii 2 rue a 





Art. IV. The Bees: a Poem; in Four Books. With Notet, 
meral, political, and phissjophical. ' By Joh# Evans, M.D, 
F.R.M.S. Edinb. 400. -79 pp. 7s. Longman and Co, 
1806, r 


TF the continuation of this pleafing and inftra€tive 

has waited at all for the fucceis and circulation,of this 
firlt fpecimen, we fhall be doubly forry, that any cireum- 
ftances have delayed our notice of it. For, in. teuth, we 
think it well entitled to the attention and patronage.of the 
the public. The author, the fon of a man highly and juftly 
valued for worth and talents*, feems to infec both the 


—— = a7 


* John Evans, Efq. of Liewenygroes, author of the firft ac- 
Surate Survey of Notti Wales, e 
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one andother. His, motives and his objeéts all appear t 
be excellent; and in adorning a fubject.of much curiohiy 
and intereft, he has difplayed no mean {hare of the abilities 
of a poct. That he has not. made his plan fomewhat too 
large for the topics it is deflined to embrace *, .we will not 
venture to pronounce, This he ought belt to know; and 

arently his defign is to trace the food and employments of 
his favourite infeéis, feparately, in each of the four fealons 
of the year. One of his refources, therefore, is the deferip. 
tion of the plants, which fucceilively arife in our climate 
for the nutriture of the bee: which defcriptions, accom, 
panied by fhort. botanical notices in the niargin, will be 
acceptable to a very numerous clals of readers. 

His plan being fo, totally different, this author is not ex. 

fed to any invidious comparifon with his Roman precurfor 
on the fame fubjeét, whom he admires and celebrates as he 
ough. Virgil taught for the fake of adorning his fubjeé; 
Dr. E. adorns for the fake of teaching, and means 


—** to interweave with the hiftory and management of the 
bees, the lateft difeoveries and improvements in this branch of 
knowledge ; to invite the more general culture of a ftock te 
quiring the leaft capital, labour, or expence in maintenance, of 
any in the farmer’s yard; and within the reach of the poorelt 
cottager—to refcue from axmerited and impolitie dettruttion the 
lives of an induftrious race, which are fpared hy the now bar. 
barons flaves of Egypt and of Greegee—and above all, to seach the 
young idea bow to hoot—and look through Nature up ca Nature's 
God.”” 


~~ Fhefe are his profeffed objetts, arid they tuft be acknow- 
ledged to be worthy of a philofopher, a poet, and a good 
man, In the antrodudtory part of the prefent book, Dn 
Evans introduces an ode, fuppofed to be fpoken by the 
Nymph of the Belan, which, as it celebrates. with elegance 
and juftice two very valuable men, and fcenery, which 
whoever has once known, muft always recolleét with delight, 
we will here lay before our readers. | 


“© Hail, gentle Spirit +! thy benignant ray 
Could pierce, through deepeft gloom, my fecret fource, . 
Give nity imprifon’d waters to the day f, 
And lead, with viewlefs art, my cafy courfe; ) 
Nor 


—- | 


® Four-books are propofed. : 
+ The author’s father. Rev, , 
t “ Under the direétion of the author’s father, the watery ot 
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Nor call it art, that ciear’d the rugged wafte, 
*Tis Nature heighten’d by the hand of Tafte. 


Where whilom trickled down the puny rill, 
In devious mazes, through the tangled brake, 
Now, ‘mid the towering grove wa fwelling hill, 
Spreads, in fmooth majeity, the lucid lake ; 
And every tint, that glows in yon tall wood, 
With tenfold radiance trembles in the flood. 


All that in Cambria’s chequer’d vales we trace, 
To pleafe the tafteful eye, or win the foul, 
Each bolder feature, and each fofter grace 
Here melting, form one harmonizing whole: 
So wak’d to mimic life the fculptur’d ftone*, 
Where all the Grecian beauties mingled fhone. 


Whoe’er along yon winding path thall rove, 
Where every ftep fome new enchantment yields, 
And catch betwixt the branches of the grove, 

‘The Gothic fane +, green hills, and laughing fields; 
Where dafhing waters down the fteep rock roar, 
Or where, with filver curl, they kifs the fhore ; 


O let him drop one tributary tear 
O’er him, whofe plaftie hand, to Nature true, j 
With every charm that clothes the varying year, 
And her own blended hues the landfcape drew : 
Cold is the hand, which bade this Eden bloom, j 
And funk that genius in the filent tomb. 


- Mark, where the votive columnt towers above, 
How, drooping round, the reverent Dryads bend, 
Hail the fad tribute of maternal, love, 
And feem to mourn their Father and their Friend; 
Sare 


See 


the {mall brook Belan, and fome other petty rills, were fo con._ 
eentrated as to form a confiderable torrent, dafhing over artifi- 
cial rock-work, not diftinguifhable when covered with mofs and 
lichens, from a natural cafcade. From thence the waters fpread 
mto a majeftic lake, winding through the Bath, or Belan grounds, 
in Winftay Park; its edges tkirted with lofty woods, where 
enly a few years fince fome ftinted hawthorns, thinly {cattered, 
were almoft the fole poffeffors of the foil. ‘To thofe who can re- 
member its then rude and rogged ftate, the change muit appear 
the work of fome potent enchanter; whofe only fpells however 
Were induftry and munificence, Y een by the hand of tafte."’ 

* “& The feulptur’d flone| Venus de Medicis. 

+ ** The parith charch of Ruabon is {een in the diftance beyond 
the waterfall, ‘gu? 

+ The votive column] On an eminence immediately “ 
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Sure may the Planter claim fome paffing fighs, 
Who bade thofe groupes, in fond affemblage, rife; 


Whe taught their infant feyons where to fhioot, - 
And float their leafy certains far and-wide; © 
Obedient to his fkill, even age’s root, 

Mov’d, as by magic fpell*, in full-grown pride, 
Clung with frefh vigour to an alien glade, 
And wondering Oreads blefs’d the new-born fhade. 


Long as yon pile records the Patron’s name, 
His modeft virtues, and his early doom +, 
Nature herfelf fhall fpeak the Planter’s fame, 
And ftamp-his worth in each returning bloom ; 
If monument.thou feekeft—Look around ! ‘ 
His maufoleum is this facred ground.”” P. 16. 


The natural hiftory of the birth and changes of the bee 
is (hus given in an early part of the book : 


‘© With courfe unvarying, thus the Mother-bee 

Lays in the comb her thell-bound progeny ; 

Four days the embryo refts in. Rill repefe, 

Ere the fifth morn its brittle cruft unclofe. 

Coil’d in a ring her pliant folds the twines, 

And round her frame the clear 2/bumen fhines, 
While the fond parent, with inftinétive zeal, 
Brings to her cager grafp the fragrant meal. 


Soon as four days their deftin’d ceurfe have ran, 
And funk beneath the wave th’ unwearied fun, 


wet 28 ee ee we oe 


the Bath grounds ftands a monumental column, 101 feet high, 
including the bafe and capital. It was ereéted to the memory of 
the late Sir Watkin Williams Wynn, at the expence of his mo- 
ther, and planned by the celebrated Mr. Wyatt. On the bale 
is the following concifc, but truly emphatic infeription-— 





Filio Optimo ” 
Mater : . has 
Kheu! Superites. rl 


This pillar is, with great propriety, hid from the houfe, but i 
vifible to all the neighbouring country. gi 

* «© Mow'd, as ly magic {pell]_ An Wynnftay Park trees ofal, 
moft every age, and dimenfions, and at every. feafon of the, yeats 
have been removed te a confiderable diftance, with large balls, of 
earth at their roots; and, by the aid of fuitable inety's 
again replanted, with the lofs of fcarcely a fingle tree. | 1 
author miftake not, the. groupes, furrounding the pillar, are 
this defcription. : hi | 

+ © His early deom| ‘The late Sir W. Wynn died at the early. 
age.of 43! The 
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The fall-form'd’ Nymph clings to her clofe-feal’d tomb, 
Spins her ownsfilky fhroud, and. courts the gloom. 
But, while within a feeming grave the lies, 

What wondrous changes in fucceffion rife! 

Thofe filmy folds, which cas’d the fimy warm, 
Now thrown afide, uncoils her length’ning fgrm ; 
Six radiant rings her fhining thape inveit, 

The hoary corflet glitters on her breatt ; 

With fearful joy the tries each falient wing, 

Shoots ‘her flim trank, and yee her pigmy fting. 
Though yet of tender mould, and fainteft hue, 

The pale Aurelia glimmers to the view, 

Soon, black’ning by degrees ‘each harden'd feale, 
Fring’d with light hairs, the fhews her plaited mail. 


When twice fix funs have on bright axle roll'd,. 
And edg’d the pariing clouds with fleecy gold,, 
To freth exiftence cali’d, fhe proadly {corns 
Her limbs imprifoned, and her blunted horns, 
Wins rhréugh the rifted wax her ecafy way, 
And hails, on fluttering wing, the chearful day. 
New to the light, as fenfe impuifive leads, 
She feeks at once the flow’r.enamel’d meads, 
Sucks the pure effence from each honey’d bell, 
And bears within her breaft the cryftal well.’” P. 24. 


The margin is every where illuftrated by fhort notes, but 
thofe of more detail are printed at the end. In thefe Jatter, 
fome very interefting queftions are difcuffed. One of thefe, 
which treats.on the curious fubje&t of the fexes of bees, we 
fhall here infert. 


** The reader will obferve, that both here, and if other parts 
of the poem, the author has ftyled the working bees females, 
in contradiction to the general opinion, which fuppofes them 
to be neuters, and the Queen to be the fole mother, as well as 
monarch, of the whole community. Thefe infects having been 
never feen in the at of propagating their fpecies, great latitude 
has been left for conje¢ture on this myfterious fabje&t. “From 
the ancients they had gained the character of inviolable chaf- 
tity. Thus Pliny obferves,, ‘ Apium enim coitus vifus nun- 
quam. Plures exiftimavere oporteri confici floribus compofitis, 
apté atque utiliter.’ After, however, having ftood the fiery 
ordeal of fo many ages, their reputation was obliged to yield to 
the prying refearches of the fagacious Keaumur, who has made 
their queen little bettér than a Cleopatra, or Meffalina. Both 
Maraldi and Swammerdam had clearly afcertained, by anatomical 
obferrvations, that the drones were males; but — aA gr A 
quifitive philofophers could ever ive any thing like fex 
intercourfe. This circumfance ecard the laiter 10 believe, 
‘Nhat the female-was fecundated by the mere vivilying ai vn 
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haled from the male; an idea fully refuted by the experiments of 
Mr. Huber. New Odjervations om the Natural Hiflory of 

p- 8, &c. His experiments feem alfo to prove that the 

can be impregnated by the drones in the open air only, and not 
within the hive. /déd.p. 24, &c. A circumftance already obferyed 
refpecting ants, by M. Bonnet. Comtemplations de la Nature, 

** To vindicate in fome meafure the chara¢ter of the infed 
queen, Mr. Wildman has boldly dared to ftem the torrent, and 
revive the long forgotten idea, fuggefted by Mr. Butler, in his 
Feminine Monarchie, that queens produce queens Only, and the 
common bees are the mothers of common bees. His experiment 
is at leaft plaufible and deferves attention. He feveral times 
eut out the comb, to which the young queen’s cell was fixed, 
and ftuck it in another hive, putting a fufficient quantity of 
bees with it, and obferving at the fame time that there were no 
young ones in the common cells. At the end of fix or feven 
days, he took the bees out of the hive, and found the young 
queen only then breaking from her cell, as a bird from its egg; 
yet there were eggs and maggots at the bottom of almoft every 
eell, which could not have been laid there by the queen in her 
then imperfect ftate. Wildman's Complete Guide, p. 44. The 
only doubt in this experiment arifes from the poflibility of the 
prefence of other /maller queens, which Mr. Huber fometimes 
found no larger than the working bees, and which he could only 
diftinguifh by immerfing his bees in cold water, and carefully 
examining every individual, while in a torpid flate. Riems firkt 
difcovered the exiltence of fertile labourers ; and Mr. Hunter ob. 
ferves, that the working bees ‘ are all females in conftruétion, 
having the female parts, which areextremely fmall.’ Phio/ophical 
Tranfafions, 1792, Pp. 175- 

© Mr. Huber has advanced a ftep further, and proved 
actual experiment, that workers, feparately confined in g 
cafes filled with combs, laid eggs, which produced however 
male worms. Lid. citat. p.q3- It is furely more confonant to 
the fimplicity of nature, and to the analogy of other animals, 
to fuppofe the drones and labourers coupling together, than that 
the former and the queen fhould generate two fuch diftin& cribes, 
both parents being the fame. t the author muft once more 
lament the provokingly flight attention psid to this branch of 
natural hiftory by thofe among his countrymen, ‘whofe abilities, 
ginny and above all, wxixterrupted leifure, render them fo 
ally equal to the tafk. If the queen be really intended, like the 
foundrefs of the wafp republic, to people the whole ftate, the 
fhould be, in the latter ftages of pregnancy, of the fame gigantic 
fixe with thofe unwieldy infe€ts, when flying about in May, and 
fo anxioufly fought after, and deftroyed. This mighteafily be 
afcertained by Mr. Hubef’s plan of immerfing the Bel in cold 
water, or by Mr. Wildman’s dextrous management of thenl, 
witheut the lofs of a firgle individual. 

“ The libelluls, or dragon-fies, are well known to couple 
ja 






de — eee tb — lee 


The Bees, @ Poem, by Dr. Evans.’ Book I. 455 


in the air, giving the appearance of a double animal as oy hed 
sone, The autivorhas been led to fufpect the fame Of 
from frequently coh one of thofe bearing off another 


fwiftly through the airs but this he throws out as a mere fug- 
geftion.” P. 66. 

The queftion of the duration of a bee’s life is left unde- 
termined *. 3 

Dr. Evans is manifeflly a reader and admirer. of Dr. 
Darwin, but neither a convert to his impious tenets, nor a 
fervile copyift of his flyle. Inthe latter, however, lies his 
only danger. By his example he has ventured to introduce 
long and fhining fimiles with little if any reference to the 
thing compared; and the Darwinian cadence, 

** Grafps the keen lance, and fhakes the bearny fhield,*’ 

* Spreads the young leaf, and wakes the fleeping bud.’* 


eccurs too often. Our pocts fhould be aware, that a verfe 
fo entirely artificial as this, where every fubftantive, epithet, 
and verb has its exaét place, and preferibed length and 
cadence, is not worth the trouble of writing down, even 
once ina long poem. It can caufe neither pleafure nor 
furprife. It is exaétly analogous to what, after the decline 
of Roman poetry, was called the golden verfe, fach as, 


“« Mollia fecure peragebant otia gentes.’’ 


confifting of two epithets and two fubftantives, anfwering 
to each other in the fame order, with a verb in the middle. 
Thefe, which Virgil never t ufed, and Ovid but fparingly, 
were continually affefted by later and worfe poets ; and afe 
now defervedly fhanned by thofe who would imitate pure 
writers. When this has once been mentioned, the good 
fenfe of Dr. Evans will, we doubt not, preferve him ten 
the {nare, and the remainder of the poem will have the 
genuine beauties of Englifh poetry, which he 1s well qua- 
fified to introduce, entirely free from the affeétations of 
any poet. : 
* The aothor adopts in his verfe the old idea of feven years, 
but in his notes is doubtful. So long a period for an infect, 
bred and educated in a few days, feems to us fo contraty’ to 
analogy, that we cannot conceive it to be true. Probably bees 
will at laft prove to be annuals. Of the drones, Dr. E> fays, 
is known that he exifts for a few months only, “ the lengeh 
of life in the queen and labouring bees, is as yet but vague 
conjecture.” BL >¢. But it is not very likely that the periods 
of the different clailes fhould be fo extremely different. +, 5 
+ When we fay sever, we will not anfwer for it,, thatjgg ar} 
flance or two may not be found, We fpeak only on gener. 
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Art. WV. Travels in Scotland, by an unufual Route, with 
a Trip to the Orkneys and Hebrides ; containing Hints and 
Improvements in Agriculture and Commerce, with Charaéters 
and Anecdotes, embell:fhed with Views of firiking Objeéts, and 
a Map, including the Caledonian Canal. By the Rev. 
James Hall, A.M. In 2 Vols. 8vo. 622 pp. Price 
1l.6s. Johnfon. 1807. 


MONG the many peculiarities by which our coun. 

trymen are charatterized, none is more confpicuous than 
the paffion for travelling, er the itch of feeing foreign paris, 
The people of otser nations feldom fet out ona journey 
without having fome cogent reafon forit. They have either 
fome perfonal advantage in view, or fome precife objet of 
curiofity to gratify; but an Enghfhman will travel for tra 
velling’s fake, and often quits his home for weeks and months 
with no other apparent purpofe than mere loco-motion, 
Whether this be a falutary inftiné&t to correét that ftagnation 
of juices, of which our climate is faid to be produétive; or 
whether it be afcribable to the peculiar goodnefs of our 
roads and pofl-horles, we thall not at prefent také upon us 
to determine. 

The /engths to which this travelling paffion has carried 
fome of our countrymen are truly remarkable. We have 
lately feen one of them quitting his home with the determi- 
nation of abfenting himfelf for years, and fer the fole and 
avowed purpofe of grati!ying this defire. After having tra. 
verfed every kingdom of Europe, he begins with Afia," and 
undeterred by dithculties-and dangers, explores its tracklels 
waftes, and takes a peep at the curofities in his way, even at 
the rifgue of baving his throat cut by the Muffulmen. — At 
length, after having tredden more ground than gyi 
other mortal trod before, except the famous Mr. Ledyard, 
who was alfo our countryman, he terminates his journey, 
where Alexander the Great te minated his conquefts, namely, 
in the regions ‘ qu fabulofa lambit Hydafpes.” It was 
fomething to equal Alexander the Great; but it was fill 
more to excel him. Yet this too has been accomplifhed, 
in the travelling way, by a native of Britain, the celebrated 
Bruce of Kinnaird, who achieved that in which heroes at 
the head of their a:mies had tailed, the difcovery of the 
fources of the Nile. 

When we reflect upon thefe arduous undertakings, the 
dangers and dithculties with which they were atiended, and 


the sefults to which they lead, we are forcibly reminded he 


: 
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the pertinent queftioa which,as we learn from Mr. Chevatier, 
the well known explorer of the modern Troad, a Turkilh 
Janillary put upon obicrving that traveller fo afliduous mn 
fearching after antique ruins, and in digging the earth for 
their fhattered remains. ‘* Are there then,’’ faid the fol- 
dier, “tno heaps of old fleones in your own country, that 
you have come io far from home to look for them ?”’ 

~ Atour through. England, Scotland, or Wales, is a parti- 
cular modification of this travelling mama ot our country- 
men, and now that performing the grand continental teur 
has become a mattcr of fome difhculty, thefe domellic tours 
form one of the moft favourite amufements of the rich and 
fahionable. ‘This, we beheve, may be ranked amoung the 


additions which have been mace to the lit of our enjoy- 
ments, by modern ingenuity, for our grandiathers and grand- 


mothers, or at any rate our great-gyandfathers and great-grand.- 
mothers were [carcely at all acquainted with tuch an amute- 
ment. At prefent we whifk from one extremity of the 
ifland to the other, with the celerity of a balloon, and with 
the eale of a party of pleafure. But half a century ago, a 
journey between London and Edinburgh was fo ferious a 
bulinefs, that men ufed to make their wills before they ict 
out upon it. Poft-chaifes, and even polt-horlfes, were then 
very rare; a few flage-coaches were fufhicient to anfwer 
allthe demands of occafional travellers; and the greatclt 
part of the community were fatisfied with remaining all thei 
lives a kind of fixtures on their native foil. 

While this was the cafe the remoter and lefs accefhil le parts 
of our ifland were nearly as unexplored as the interior re- 
gious of Africa. We were. then as ignorant of the trea- 
lures of the romantic and picturefque which we poflels ; 
we Knew as littl “ ot our now {Oo rriiic hy a lmured POCKS rod 


hare? . — | | | tsleva i 1 
AVUTAINS, aS We do al pretent ol the poid ana uivel wilicil 


may he hid beneath them. It was, we believe, the cele- 
b ated poet, Giay, that fir ft b ought into RmotICce and de- 


feribed the beautiful fcenery of the lakes of Cumberland 
and Weftmoreland, which are now the refort of every per- 
fon in the kingdom who pretends t» any tafle. The fine 
icenery of the Highlands of Scotland was fearcely at all 
known to the public tillthe trave ls of Pennant were pub- 
lithed. At prefent the cafe is very different, the geography 
of the lakes is more accurately laid down than that of any 
piece of dry land in England, andthe mountains of Scot- 
land have been more thoroughly explored than hes coalls or 
harbours. 

T We 
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We by no means objeét to the indulgence of this new 
fancy in the public, if kept within any reafonable bounds, 
It is indeed produ€tive of many advantages. It has no 
only increafed our acquaintance with Britith Lope 
phy, but it has tended to benefit the remote difings 
of the country. The roads and inns in the mountainous 
regions have been greatly improved; and the condition 
of the inhabitants has been ameliorated by their inter. 
courfe with flrangers more advanced in wealth and civi- 
lization than themfelves. But every thing in excels has 
its evils; and there is an evil accompanying this touring 
rage, which we, as literary cenfors, are more peculiarly and 
imperioufly bound to notice, as it falls within our appro. 
priate department; we mean the late enormous miltipli- 
cation of books of travels. A reviewer would himfelf need 
to journey poft-hafte to keep any kind of pace with the pro. 
digious number of tours, rambles, and furveys, equeftrian, 
pedeftrian, vehicular , and naval, which haveot }ate ‘dred from 
the prefs. In this way it is our painful tafk to go over, as it is 
proverbially expreffed, the fame ground again and again. 
To vifit repeatedly the fame towns, traverfe the fame moun- 
tains, and liften agatn and again to the raptures excited by the 
{ame enchanting profpetts. Nav, we have even detetted 
the fame travelling anecdotes ferved up without acknow- 
ledgment by different tourifts, who feem to have proceeded 
on the calculetion, that readers in general would be fatis- 
fied with reading one book of travels for one diflriét of 
country. 

Nor is this all; the appetite of the public for itinerary 
reading has been fo ftrong, that it has fuggeited to the dealers 
in books feveral new and unheard-of productions of this 
kind, of which we have good reafon to complain as grievous 
acceflions to our already too ponderous burthens. The 
guides, road-books, poft-chaife companions, defcriptions o 
mountain {cenery, and direétions for travellers, have mul- 
tiplied to an intolerable degree. We have even a fpecies 
ot encyclopadias of travels, under the name of Britith 
Tourifls, Juvenile Tourills, Beauties of England, Scotland, 
and Wales, &c. &c. We have lately had to review, in two 
inftances, a completely modern innovation in this ftyle of 
writing, called a Sporting Tour; and as for walking tours, 
which were things batere fcarcely known to the public, @ 
they were almolt confined to pedlars and mendicants, they 
have of late multiplied in an alarming manner. 

We have been naturally led to thefe remarks by the pub- 
ication which lies before us, and which doubtlcis owes 1 

a birth 
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birth to this ravenous appetite of the public for the journal 
of every tourift. The title page of Mr. Hall plainly fhows 
that he 1s aware of the charm which zavel/y can impart to 
any production in this line: for he announces his Travels to 
have been performed by an uwnufua! route. He likewile 
feems to know the kind of feaioning which the public 
relilh to this their favourite difh; when he informs them 
that his work. is interfperfed with characters and anecdotes, 
and embellifhed with views,-and a map, including the Ca- 
ledonian canal. . The route of Mr. Hall, however, has cer- 
tainly as little pretenfions to novelty as his views or map, 
The map is exaétly fuch as embellifhes our common geo- 
graphical grammars, of the views he himfelf acknowledges 
that moft of them have appeared before, and that they are 
again inferted by permiflion of the proprietor of the ort- 
ginal plates; and the route, which he calls unufual, hes 
principally along the great pofl road trom Edinburgh to the 
northern extremity ot Scotland. 

Yet notwithftanding all this, Mr. Hall’s performance is 
far from being deftitute of novelty; although it is a kind 
of novelty, which we can neither admire nor commend. 
If his route be a beaten one, he fcruples not to go out of 
his way on all occafions, for matter which his readers would 
hardly look for; andthe moft ordinary occurrence on the 
road affords him an opportunity of difplaying the extent 
and variety of his attainments; his acquaintance with an- 
cient and modern literature ; his claflical learning; his phi- 
lofophical profundity; and his fkill in political and theo- 
logical difcuflion. For example, the paflage of Qucen’s 
Ferry introduces the notice of the marine of the ancients; 
and fuggefts a fingular improvement in naval architec- 
ture. 


“* When I came to the Queen’s Ferry, fo called becaufe Mar- 
Raret, Malcolm III's Queen, ufed frequently to pafs there in 
her way to and from Dumfermline, where flic refided, I faw one 
of the paflage boats labouring much, and with difficulty turned 
by the boatman. ‘The thips of the ancients, particularly large 
ones (and Diodorus Siculus tells us that fome of them were fo 
arge as to contain from three to four thoufand men) had always 
two helms or rudders; one at the ftem or prow, and another at 
the ftern; and fometimes one at each fide, as we fee in large 
barges on the Thames at this day. Now as men in a boat with 
an oar at each end, acting in different direétions, produce the 
fame effet, and affift one another in turning her, might not a 
helm, or rudder at the fem as well as the fern of boats and other 
Ta veflels, 
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veflels, to be fhipped and unfhipped at pleafure, upon many oc. 


a , a " + see * 
cahons, be ulctuilr Vol. I. p. 2. 


Again a vilit totl w houfe of Kinnaird fuggefts not only 
the notice of its formér owner, the Aby finian Bruce, which 
was fufhciently natural; but it gives rife to the following 
curious digrethon copcerning Mr. Park + the Afvican tra. 


veier . 


to view the houfe of Kinaird, where Bruce, 
nian traveller refided. His voluminous pro- 
f Nile, are well known, 

are not authentic, but that having 

pain da Roman Catholic Miffion ary’s 

is hisown, I believe to be w holly ground. 


report may have arifen from this circ: umftance, 

as introduced to his Majefty, it was 

| drawer. ndeed he could {carcel y 

gant siatwines in his book were 

his penciky At any rate Mr. 

rough a great part of Africa already, 

who is now on his travels to the interior of that vaft conti. 

nent a fecond time, and with whom I have the honour to be 

is Of opinion that Brece’s narration is true, and fays 

that the manners of the Aby finians, however beattly they dp- 

pear in fome points of view, differ bur little from fomg of the 
African tribes near Tambouchtou, that he has vifited. 

| ty about twenty -eight or thirty years of 

fiderable part of Africa at the 

pau who fupport his wife 

ttled a handfome annuity 

‘ly intelligent, as well 

facility in acquiring 

fes fhooting with 

ne by putting a little 

water, he has no 

kill beafs or bring down 

} be got on which to fubfitt, 

hs meet with no human be- 

di country, which fometimes 

ked by beaits in the night, 

bi propofes 

hat it fhall 

ce he trufts folely 

t any wea,’ but that while he 

Rolen by the favages. ° Were this 

ul not be th eof, ‘ mult. return. 

gh all shai have fer out in the 

fame 
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fame route have cither dicd or never been heard of, yet he 4s 
pot afraid.’’ P. 7. 

By giving unbounded feope to this widelv extended 
principle of alfociation among his ideas, Mr. Holl is sable 
to fill up his pages with great celevity, and deals out know- 
ledge to his readers with the molt protule liberaluy. The 
fight of the gold and filver plate at Alloa Houle, with the re- 
colleétion ot the plate he had formerly feen at Lord Lovat’s, 
Gordon Cattle, and other great family manfions, leads him 
to enquire into the relative proportion of the precious me- 
tals poffeffed by the ancients and by the moderns; and upon 
balancing evidence he feems to give it in favour of the 
Greeks and Romans, and even of his forefathers the ancient 
Scots; notwithflanding the great fupplies, which for the 
laff three centuries have been derived from the mines of 
Mexico and Peru. But here wé cannot help thinking him 
too partial in his eflimate of ancient wealth. This fuggef- 
tion of the riches which anciently abounded in Scotland, 
affords the author an apology for a difguifition concerning 
the antiquitics of his country, and without further cere- 
mony he enters. ferioufly, mo, that very abflrufe and ar- 
duous invefligation. He. divides: the Scottifh terntory be- 
tween the Celis and the Pitts or Peights, called alfo Vichts, 
Wicks, or Waiggans, and ufaces the manners and habits 
of both tribes, in the mofl remote ages. ‘The queftion 
concerning the origin of thefe ancient people leads to a no- 
tice of the Gotlis; and thence by a natural connettion he 
is led to’ niention the Danes, Norwegians, and other 


Scandinavian nations; and having in this manner ranged ut 


large for forme time over the vaft field upon which he had 
fo ‘undauntedly entered, he returns to the point from which 
he ftarted, the family plate of the Scots, by declarmg, that 
‘if we thus refleét on the hiftory, genius, charatter, and 
habits of the Scandinavidn tribes and nations, fo widely 
diflufed, and incorporated with thofe of the Lowland Scots, 
we fhall not, be inclined to contider the accounts we have of 
the wealth of Douglas or of other Scotti Chiefs in the 
fourteenth century as altogether, if at all incredibie.’’ We 
are tempted herev to exclaim, ‘without ‘deciding . whether 
the materials themfelves are new or rare, 


We wonder how the d—I they got there !”” 


Mr. Hall evadently wilhes to be amuling as well as. di. 
dattic; and he-lofes no opportunity of adorning his pages 
‘3 with 
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with the hiftory of the people whom he chances to meet, 
or the { trange itor ics wi nicn ie is able to pick up On the road. 
OF! thefe anecdotes the follo owing gisal {pecimen. 


‘€ Upon inquiry at the inn at Alloa, I found the perfon who 
accompani ied me thither to be Mr. b—t, a young gentleman 
of confiderable property near St. Andrew’s, in Fife; that fome 
years aZo, having been on a jauntto fee Edinbusgh, Carron 
Works, &c. &c. as he was riding between Stirling and Alloa, 2 
fine young healthy woman on horfeback, who had been at Stir. 
ling, came gallopi ing up, intending to pafs him; but that when 
her horfe came exactly oppofite to his, notwichitanding repeated 
attempts on her part, and the fervant attencing her, her horfe 
would not go one inch pait this gentleman’s. This naturally 
brought on a converfation, and they travelled fome miles toge. 


ther. Ac ict, where two roads feparate, her horfe fuddenly 
galloped off the great road, fhe faying, fareweil. This gave 
the young gen leman fcarcely any uneafi inefs, and he and his fer. 


vant rode on. But when they reache® Alloa, where he re. 
mained all night, he became extremely uneafy, and almoit dif. 
traéted that he did not atk her addrefs. After a fleeplefs night, 
and chiding his fervant for not afking the lad that attended her 
where they refided, init ad of proceeding on his way to Fife, 
he returned the way of Stirling, making inquiry every where 
about the young woman he had feen, towards whom he felt a 
fympathetic attraction, for which he could not account. Havi ing 
hunted zbout for two days, like one out of his fenfes, in queft of 
her, he at length difcovered the e place of her abode, which was 
at her father’s, a farmer in the Carfe of Clackmannan, If pleafed 
with her converfation when on herfeback, now that he faw her 
in a neat, plain, clean, country drefs, he became violently in 
love, and after fatisfving her what he was, he propofed to marry 
her. Notwithitand.ng chat he was young, rich, and handfome, 
yet fhe would not comply. Having returned to his houfe, and 
ftaid a few days, finding no peace, “he fet out again to try his 
fortune with his fair ac quaintance, in whom he faw every day 
new beauties. Several journies of this kind being made, he at 
laft gained her affection : and now having been married for years, 
they have fine children, and are one of the happieft couples in 


the world.”’ P. 25. 





We likewile infert the following for the edification of 


thofe who admure what is called evangelical preaching. It 
relates to the burgh of Culrofs. 


The people here, as in moft towns in Scotland, are divided 
into a variety of religious parties, which are too apt to encou- 
rage and fuppert troll ling preachers, Not long ago, I was in- 
formed, a company of players, from the Edinburgh theatre, 
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withed to trv their fortune here for a few evenings; and one of 
them, coming 4 day before the refit, fell fhort of cahh. Happen. 


ing, in an ale- te, to fall in with a thoemaker, the player, 
concealing cna profediion, peopafe ‘d to give the inhabitants a word 
of exhortation. The thoemaker, finding himfelf in company 


with fech a sen ily difpof d perion, immediately called for more 
porter, and pot only offered to ‘precentor, and otherwife af. 
i& him, butalfo fenc to advertife the inhabitants when and where 
to asaing Great numbers aflembled, and the thoemaker, though 
rather tipfey, precented. ‘he player, having vociterated out an 
extemporary prayer, and dk livered what they thought an excel. 
lent fermon, drew from his hearers from five to fix “pounds fter- 
ling; and would have made more of it, had not the other 


ve] 


players arrived, and informed them what he was. P. 48. 


If all Mr. Hall’s anecdotes were as harmlefs as this, we 


ahi 
? 


could not ferioufly objett to them, though we might not 
conlider them as extremely amulfing. But when he makes 
his travels a vehicle of private fcandal, and all the idle 
tittle.tattle of a goflipping neighbourhood, we are inclined 
to repr obate his conduct in the flrongeft terms. Sometimes 
he fcruples not to give the names of refpettable public 
charaéters at full length, while he propagates abuie againit 
them. On other occafions he thelters himfelt from chaf- 
ulement by concealing names, or printing only initials, 
akhough the ae F perfons is fo well eftablithed by 
circumftances, that thofe who are acqui ainted with the coun. 
try can be at no lofs to dilcover who i meant. In this 
manner he gratifies his readers with the tea-table chat of the 
diftritis which he vifits, and circulates fcandal and abufe 
without any apparent compunétion. Such a traveller as 
this ought to be interdiéted from difturbing the peace of a 
neighbourhood by his vilits. He ought to be denied ars 
mifhon into all well-conflituted focieties, fince he feems little 
better than a beail of prey roaming about in queft of his 
quarry, 
What fhall we think of a man who can print a conver- 
iat ‘on of which he came to the knowledge in the followim 
nner:—="* When I had arnved at the inn at Stonchaven,” 
s he, ** 1 was ufhered into iplendid coflee-room, where 
I found two ge: ntlemen in clole converfation, which my 
at feemed to interrupt, Not wifhing to difecommede 
theaa, nd being in a corner, however rude it might ap- 
pear, / pretended to fleep. From thew converfation 1 tound 
that, & ."'@ 





" The fame bowexra bh inode of picking up intelligence is again 
Tyas } . - 
adopted by this traveller at the inn of Inverary. 
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gie, the parifh of Belmont, the ufual refidence of the late Lord 
Privy Seal, the hioneur ble Mr. otuart iVias kenzie, brother tae 
the Earl of Bute, was appr inted by the Crown to the vacant 
ofice.’”’ Vol. 1. P. 150. 

Among various errors of the prefs, we obferve allo fome 
errors of oF ography, vhich can hardly be attributed LO 
that fource, fuch as ** the fawn of leather,’ mitead of “ the 
tan ot leather,’ the bands of matrimony,” inftead of 
‘the banns of mitrimo; vy. rel, ‘“camomie inrtlead ot ** cae 

’ whach the author lagely iat TMs us iS 4 preparation 
of mercury and /audanum, 
We alfo obferve tome examples of mifquotation; fuch as 
Latin line afcribed to et wace, Wwiuich re hy belongs to 
CTS, D. (5, nd fo forth. 
Ailer there cenfures wi {hoy ld be well ple fed to gratify 
our readers with any then really Critertamindg or new, which 
thefe cather coftlv volumes contain, but we do not find any 
thing of {ufhicient contk quence to jullity the further extene 
fion of this artie! 


bhe quantity of ground which Mr. Hall traverfes in thefe 


volumes is very extenfive; for having travelied trom Edine 
burgh along the eat coaft of Scotland, with occafional des 
Viations, tril he arrives at the river Spey, he proceeds weft. 
ward into the highlands, and then again you;mes in an 
eatter! hre¢tion till he arives at the lands end. From thence 
he embarks for the Orkney Iles; next v.fits the Hebrides; 
d, proceeding through Argylefhire to Dumbarton, returns 
7" > rOoue Ol Giaflgow, Lanerk, and tne Kirk OF OnatS LO 
i 
I mie who expect any interetling i fe nation trom this 
VOrk, rcipett ng th preient itate of tue Kiiwhliands, or northern 
vellera Scottilh ifles, will be gnevoully dilappointed, 
riere, where the richefl harveft of materials Jav, the author 
18 | Mi lefeétive. Inftead of atiempting to depict the 


sand purfuss of the native Highlanders, he aeicants 
bi , r us inflincis of the vanous orders of animals, 
idduces a number of common place facilis (O prove the 

yt the maxim tuat Dews eft animus bruterum. W ule 
he thould be eflimating the refources and population. of the 
“OUT y, he is bulied in countung the number Of young erls 
‘Mat pals up the Spey ina given time; or in Oblerving the 
Phenomena of what he calls a. franjmigration of thefe litle 
ammals. The amount of his intormation refpe¢ting the 
Urkneys is adefeription of the humours ot a fair which he 
witneiled at Kurhwail, adorned as ufual with a itring of gol- 
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fipping anecdotes. To make amends, however, he inferts a 
tolerably long account of the Shetlind Ifles, which he fays he 
received from the Minifter ef a parifh there, but w hich ig 

manifeftly copied from printed aithoriiies. The reafon he 
affigns for not vifiting Shetland in perfon is curious—* As,” 
fays he, ** 1 faw many of the people of the Shetland Iflands 
at the market of Kirkwall, particularly trom Mainland, 
which is the largeft of tl erm, being nearly twenty miles 
long and twenty broad, and of si h Lerwick is the Capi 
tal, I did not goto fee them.” P.. 

The account which Mr. Hall rah of the Hebrides is 
equally detetlive. He vifited only the Ifles of Lewes and 
Barne, having, he fays, “neither leifure nor inclination to 
vifit the other weflern iflands, though fome of them are well 
worth fee ing i be 553. The pubhe would have Icft no 
important information if his want of leifure and inclination 
had prevente d him fee ym viliting even that fall portion of 
our welicrn te rritory ‘ 

Upon the wl ‘ole we cannot help regretting sth t the flate 
of the public tafle fhould be fuch as to authorize a book. 
feller to publifh a work like the prefent, in.the oftentatious 
drefs in which it js a€tually exmbited to us, We fhould 
have thought a {mall volume, of very ordinary paper and 
print, a vehicle more than fufficiently valuable tor the ma- 
terials conveyed in it; inftead of which, we are prefented 
with two large and well printed volumes, adorned with a 
more than ordinary portion of. well executed engravings. 
Some of thefe engravings have avowedly been publithed 
betore ; but others are added for the evident purpole ot en- 
hancing the price, as their fubjecis are plainly chofen on 
account of their graphic effe&t, and can iluftrate nething 
that occurs in the volumes to which they are attached *. Who 
would have thought of finding in a book of travels, a print 
of “ Mr. receiving a vifitor in his fhirt’’—of ** A black- 
frmith ducking a tatlor’’—of four Highlanders holding up 
pieces of lighted fir, called Highland Candlefticks, and 

forth? Yet fuch it feems is the rage of the public for you Bo 
iifhments, that the engraver, as well as the ¢ printer and pub- 
lither, are to be paid by the purchafers of this book. We 
have endeavoured to d lifcharge our duty to our readers, by 


miorming them of the value of the commodity tor which fo 
high a price ts demanded. 





* Some of the views were firft publithed in an anonymous tour, 
printed 1 in Svo. about 17915; that Pook was afterwards republifh red 
in gto, with ie name of its author, Mr. Newte, to which edition 
were added far the greater part of the views inferted in the prefent 
book, 
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Art. VI. Memorrs of Dr. Jofeph Priefley, to the Year 1798, 
written by himfclf. With a Continuation to the Time of bis 
Deceafe, by his Son Jofeph Prieflley: and Obferwations on 
his Writings, by Thomas Coaper, Prefident Judge of the Fourth 
Diftrit? of Penfylvania; and the Rev. William Chriftie. 
To which are added Four Pofthumeus Difcourfts. Two 


Volumes. S8vo, pp. 911. Johnfon. 1806 and 1807, 


O the refle€&ting reader this work will be fraught with 
infiruétion, as it exhibits the progrefs of the ftudies of 
avery extsaordinary man; while every reader of tafte mutt 
approve the artlefs reso of that part of the narrative, 
which was written by Dr. Prieftley himfelf. It has been 
ublifhed in two volumes, and in two fucceflive years; but 
the fecond volume is all, except the four pofthumous fer- 
mons, a continuation of that appendix to the Memoirs, which 
commences in the firft; and the feries of the pages is con- 
tinued through both. ‘That the editor fhould think the life 
of his father ‘* likely to be more ufetul, as well as more in- 
terefting, than the iets of the generality of literary men,” 
was very natural, for his father was indifputably a man of 
great abilities and great induftry; but though we agree with 
him ia opinion, that the work ma be both ufeful and in- 
terefling, it will be perceived from the fequel, that our opinion 
and his reft on different foundations. 

The fubje&t of thefe memoirs was the fon of Jonas 
Prieftley, a maker and dreffer of weollen cloth. He was 
born at Fieldhead, about fix miles fouth-weft of Leeds, in 
Yorkfhire, on the 13th of March, old ftyle, 1733, and had 
the misfortune to lofe his mother in 1740. In 1742, he 
was taken from the houfe of his father by an aunt, de- 
fcribed as in circumftances rather opulent; and by her fent 
fucceflively to feveral fchools in the neighbourhood, efpe- 
cially toa large free {choo], under the care of Mr. Hague, 
a clergyman. 


“* Under this gentleman’’ fays he, * at the age of twelve or 
ffteen, 1 firft began to make eazy progre/s in the Latin tongue, 
and acquired the elements of Greek. But about the fame time 
that I began to learn Greek at this public fchool, I learned He- 
brew on holidays, of the diffenting minifter of the place, Mr. 
Kirkby ; and upon the removal of Me. Hague trom the free fchool, 
Mr. Kirkby opening a fchool of his own, { was wholly under his 
care. With his inftruétion I had acquired a pretty good know. 
ledge of the learned languages at the age of fixteen, P.4.”’ 


It 
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It feems fomewhat extraordinary, that Dr. PrieMley 


af ' : : ? s 
Tes onmect whether it was at the ave ot fiver O11 oT fifi “x 
’ ‘ ‘ 
be ean tO Make fome progrels in tle Latin tong e. 


, ; - . s ? . 
puifed th r MiChis ¢ | Cr rec k; alli, yreat as his tale {s 
Ii - ne r 1 
unquellion ibly were, it is full more extraordinary, that 
1 


from either of thele periods, efpecia "y the laft, to he's age 
f fixieen, he fhould have acquired a pretty good know- 
ge of thefe languages, and at he ts ‘time have learned 
w! The truth we think, appears to be, that Dr. 


, 
-_ y ‘er “71 +} | : toy; } hy } > "Te . 
siey nevel acquire a prorouna MNMowiledpe OF eiloel 


kK OF Latin > and the writer ot the prefent artic le Was 
d by a trend of the Doétor’s, in 1786, that when he 
his controverfy with Dr. Horfley and Mr. Badcock, 
‘A led; e of Greek Was uncommonly Linvnite d, ‘| lis we 
ngly mchned to beheve; for having lately met with 


4 
? 


ms Miper nee 

ilon's Primitive Chrift anily, te have found 1m that 
i) itll work many of the ‘|! udtations with which Dr, 
Prictiley made fuch a par ide of le. ming in his hitlories ot 


, 
( eT ey f is } re j ianily, an id bE ary Up: NIONS concermin is 


fi 
ty aed 
~ je ~Y ? y . 
Being intended by his father and aunt, who were Cal- 


viniflic diflenters, lor the work of the minilry i that fect, 
he was fent, in 1752, to an acacemy at Daventry. Pre. 


rt 


VWIOUHyV. however, to his or ia J thither, he bad fucied gco- 


metry, algebra, and various branches of mathematics, under 


> 


hffeating minifler, who had been a pupil of the celebrated 
Mac! lausrin; and had read, with httle aff Hance from him, 
Gravelunde’s Ek le ‘mentsot Natural Philo! oph y, W atts 'sL opie 
and Locke’ ib W hether thefe fludies ha d fh. ken hie 
faith in the d guilhing tenets of Calvinifm, whieh had 
Biche rlo that he was rey dered miferable by 
lufcovering m himielf none of thole experiences, Ol f, inp- 
toms of the mew éirif, which he had been ta gh to confider 


as evidences of ele fron, we know not . but the to} lowing C$ 


~* 


be Sas ‘eal ' 
tract 8, ON Many accounts, wo tby ol aitention, 


he academy), I was very 


a communicant In the ec ngregation 


fed, and the old minifter, as well as 
us of it as myfelf, but the elders of the 

) (lay-elders we fuppof’) who had the govert ment of i, 
becauf> when chey interrogated me on the fubjeét of 


, 
7 


Adam, 1 appeared not to be quite orthodox, not 

g that all the human race (fupp fing them not to have 

any fin ot thetr own) were liable to the wrath of God, and the 
pains of hell for ever, on agcount of that fin only ; for fuch was 
the queftion that was put to me. Some time before, having then 
ne 
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ro doubt of the truth of e doétrine, I well remember being 
much dittre fled, that / coui ld not See} proper re pentance far the fir 


of Adam; taking it for granted, that without this it could not be 


5° 
forgiven wn?" Fs 1Gc 

The congregation, in which the behef of fuch do&rines 
as this was made a term of communion, muft have been 
Calviniftic indeed! nor does the prattice of its members 
feem to have been at variance wih their faith. Ht 1s well 
known, that the nouions entertained by the Britifh Calvimits, 
of the manner in which the Lord’s day fhould be obferved, 
have po countenance in the feriptures of the New Tefla- 
3p or in the writings of the primitive church; and that 
they are indeed more fuitable to the Jewith fabbath than to 
the ‘feftival commemorative of our Lord’s refurreétion; and 
fuch were the notions entertained by that congregation, of 
which the elders retufed to our author the communion. 


No victuals were dreffed on the Lord’s day in any family 
of that congregation. No member of it was permitted to ce 
ont for recreation; but the whole day was fpent at the public 
mecting, or at home in reading, meditation, and prayer, in the 
family or in the clofet.’’ : 


A ferious obfervation of the Lord’s day 1s indifputably 
amatter of great unportance, to which every pious parent 
will pay due attention in the education of lus children; 
but before he inculcate as duties fuch rigid retlraints as 
thefe, he will do well to aflure himfelf and his children, 
that they ave enjoined by God; for if this be not com- 


pletely. proved, there is great danger ot young perlons, dif- 


Ag by fuch flmét oblervances, running hes long trom 
one extreme to another, and plunging themébalue 3, when 
they go abroad into the world, into all the profane levities 
Ol the ; re. 

Krom profane a ity Dr. Priefiley appears to have been 
perfeétly free at every peri iod of his life « but it is almof 
‘dle{s to 1 fae our readers, that he gradually advanced 
from the extreme of Calvinillic orthodoxy , oh the one hand, 
to the utmelt verge of Sociman herely on the other. He 
was an Arminian when he went to the academy, and an 
Arminian he might probably have remained, had that fee 
minary of education been properly conftituted. Sut he 
found the ftudents there almoft equally divided on the 
queflions concerning /) ‘berty and 3 neceffity, the fleep of the foul, 
Ma ali the articles of theological orthodoxy end bh. rely? ; the 
tutors were as much divided zs the fludents, and interierto 
many 


































































270 Memoirs of Dr. Prieflley. 


many of them in feveral branches of ference; fo little aq. 
thority was exercifed, that the leétures had often the air of 
friendly converfations between the tutor and his pupils ; 
and the natural confequence was, thet this author, who 
candidly acknowledges Ins precipitancy in forming his 
opinions, embraced what is generally called the Aeteroday 
fide of aimeft every queftion ! Untortun itely too, he no fooner 
adopted a new opinion, than he wrote in defence of it, and 
thus engaged himfelf (fuch was the pride of this hafty man) 
net to retrace his Reps, however far he might advance in 
the diref&tion which had been peinted out to him. Even 
at this miferable academy he compofed the firft copy of his 
Inflitutes of Natural and Revealed Religion, in which he ap- 
peared as an Arian, determined never to return to the faithof 
the Catholic Church, though ready to recede further and 
further from it, as the love ot novelty or the {pirit of oppo. 
fition might prompt. . 
His heretical propenfities, however, were a lofs to him 
even among the diflenters; for when they were difcovered 
at Needham Market, in Suffolk, where he was firft the paitor 
of a flock, his hearers gradually deferted him ; his falary, 
which, by agreement was to be forty pounds a year, fell 
fhort of thirty; and an impediment in his fpeech, which 
he endeavoured in vain to remedy, deprived him of every 
chance of recommending limielf to a better place. Notwith- 
ftanding all thefe difcouragements, he ae hts theo- 


logical fludies, and quickly contrived to diveft himfelt ot 
what he had hitherto retained—a qualified belief of the doc- 
trine of atonement! As ufual he wrote a treatife on the 


fubjeét, which he fubmitted to Dr, Fleming and Dr. Lard. 
ner, by whom great part of it was pomenes; Lardner 
having fuppreifed the remainder, in which the author firi 
attacked the reafoning of St. Paul. 


* At that time,’’ fays he, ‘* I had not read any commentary 
on a fcriptures, except that of Mr. Henry when I was young. 
However, seeing fo much reafon to be diffatisfed with the a pofile 
Penul, cs a reajoner, 1 read Dr. L'aylor’s Paraphrase on the E piftle 
to the Romans, but it gave me no fort of fatistaction; and his 
general Key to the Epijiles till lefs. I therefore at that time 
wrote fome remarks on it, which were a long time after publifhed 
in the Theological Repofttory.’’ P. 33. 


That he received no fort of fatisfaGtion from thefe two 
publications does not at all furprife us; for Dr. Taylor, 
though he entertained fome notiens which we cannot adopt, 
alwavs 
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always confiders St. Paul as entitled to a deference, which 
no mere reafoner has a right to claim; but we are indeed fur 
prifed that Mr. Prieftley, ivhis twenty-fourth or twenty-fifth 
year, fhould have thought himfelf qualified to enter the lilts, 
in a controverfy ot this kind, with a bib lical {cholar fo 
eminent as Dr. Taylor indifputably was. From fuch pre- 
mature iell-conhidence nothing was to be expected which 
did not aftually follow. 

After having been three years at Needham, flruggling 
with difficulties, he received a call to be their minifler hen 
a diffenting congregation at Nantwich, m Chefhire, where 
he found a good ne tured people, with whom he hved tor 
three years very happily. it he eftablifhed a f{chool, 


which at Needham he had in vain attempted, the people 
being afraid to truft an Anan fo zealous with the education 
of their cluldren. No fuch fears difturbed the good~ 


natured people of Nantwich; and his fchool confifted ge. 
erally of about thirty boys m one room, and half a dozen 
young ladies in another! He was thus enabled to buy fome 
hooks, and fome philofophical inftruments, fuch as a {mall 
air pump, and an eleétrical machine, of which he taught his 
{cholars the ule. 

His engagements in the fchool allowed him little letfure 
t6 confPete any thing while at Nantwich ; though he there 
recompoted his Obfervations on the Character and Ret afoning of 
St. Paul; and wrote, for the ufe of his wo an Lnelih 


Grammar on anew plan, which was printed in 1761, and 
{till retains confiderable reputation. 
In 1761 he was appointed teacher of the languages (we 


{u fpofe, yds the context, Greek and Latin) in the diffent- 
ing academy at Warrington, where he compofec d courfes ot 
lectures on the Theary of Language, on Oratory and-Critic ifm, 
on Lifiory and general Policy, on the Laws and Conftitution 

f En land, and on the Hifte ory of England. Howa teacher 
: languages came to conceive it to be any part ot his duty 

» letture on Aiffory, law, and general policy; or by what 
means this author had qualified himfelf to letture on fuch 
fubjeéts, is by no means apparent from this narrative ; but he 
did more wonderful things than all this; for one year he 
gave a courfe of leftures on Anatomy / 

It was while he was tutor at Warrington, that he received 
from the univerfity of Edinburgh the degree of LL.D. and 
was firitintroduced to Dr. Price, ‘Mr. Caxton, Dr. Watfon the 
phyfician, and Dr. Franklin, by whofe converfation he was 
led to turn his attention, more than he had hitherto done, 
to the fubjeti of experimental philofophy. Wout the-aid a 
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Dr. Franklin he undertook, and in one year completed hig 
Hifor) of Lieciricity—a wonderful effort furely of a man 


who was e! mployed, for five hours every day, in lectures 
pub lic or private. 


‘© Though while I was at Warrington,” fays he, ° it was 


no part of my duty to preach, I had from choice continued the 
practice; and withing to keep up the charatter of a diflenting 
minifter, I chofe to be crdained while I was there.’’ P., 56. 
There is fomething in this fhort paflage, which to a 
member “of the Church of England is hardly intelligible, 
Had Dr. Prieftley been tor fix years paftor fucceflively of 
two congregations, in which the facraments of the 


; 
ley { fe - ] 


church 


, a { ee ‘YY? "y ewer ’ oth oe § : - : - ’ 
were iuUreiry tOMeiMes AGMILDII tered, without being ordaine ir 
} y 


re, 
Among the le¢t of dillenters Sus Ww en he belonged, are the 


{acraments generally admu y perfons not ordained? 
If fo, why did he choofe, while of. was at \Vurrington, to 
be ordained at he might keep pe; the charaéter of a dif. 
fenting minilter ? -yeally with that he had told us what, 
in his opiniay, was t he 1m port of o1 ra ition, that we might 
know why any thing | the /arm ot ordination is prattiled 
amo ref fT 

Dr. . had m rie the h was t W al ringt on, a 
woman whofe underitunding he diaws a very Lavouti 
i . bv her ad. 
i an 

sregation of 

in Se epte! mber, 

All the tutors 


Bo 
ros, he became what is called a S 

after his fettlement at Leeds, where he had refum 

plication to {pecalative theology. This readunels to ul 
opinions inculcated in the lait book which he read, brings to 
our remembrance the cafe of Pope, who informed the Bifhop 
vf Rocheiter *, that he tound himfelf a Papift and a Pr teflant 
by turns, accord: to the laft beok which he read; | 
there isthis difference between the two cafes, that Priettie?, 
far from being, a catholic and a heretic by turn 
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to recede further and further from the cathollc doétrines. 
He wondered indeed one day at opinions, which, on read« 
ing, not the Bible, but the work of fome polemic in theo- 
logy, he adopted the aext day; and we doubt not that 
his retrograde changes were owing to the fame caufe, to 
which Warburton attributes Pope’s fluétuat‘on, ‘* the want 
of thofe principles on which a right judgment of the points 
in queftion is to be regulated.” : 
he publications of Dr. Prieftley were fo numerous, and 
fllowed each other in fuch rapid fucceffion, that it is im- 
fible, in the limits allotted to a review, to take the 
fighteft notice of them all; nor is it indeed neceffary, as 
there is a catalogue of his works, books and pamphlets, 
fubjoined to the fecond volume of thefe Memoirs, to which 
we refer our readers. At Leeds he publifhed three yo- 
lumes of his Theological Repofttory, his Ejfay on the Doftrine of 
the Atonement, which he rejetted in every fenfe; twa 
Catechifms, with fome other religious traéts, for the ufe of 
his congregation; fome controverfial pamphlets on the 
fubje&t of politics civil and ecclefiaftical, in which he 
thought fit to conftitute Dr, Balguy and Judge Blackftone hit 
antagonifts; and a kind of defence of the American claims, 
written at the requeft of Dr. Franklin and Dr. Fothergit. 
At Leeds too he began his experiments on air, when, as he 
confeffes himfelf, he knew very little of chemiftry ; he 
publifhed in 1772, a pamphlet on the method of. impreg. 
nating water with fixed wir (carbonic acid gas); furnifhed a 
large article on the fubje€t to the philofopivcal tranfaétions 
of the following year, for which he received the gold medal 
of the fociety; and publifhed foon afterwards his Hi/ory of 
Difcoveries relating to Vifion, Light, and Colours. 

The friends whom he acquired while he refided at Leeds 
were numerous and a aay cet and among them he men- 
tions the well-known Mr. Lindfey and his wife, to whofe 
judgment his_ deference was fuch, that he fays, p. 69, 


** I never chofe to publifh any thing ef moment, relating 
to theology, without cenfulting Aix; and hardly ever ventured. 
to infert any thing that they difapproved, being fenfible chat my 
difpofition led to precipitancy, to which their coglnefs was # 
feafonable check.’’ | 


Is not this another proof of Dr. Prieftley’s wanting thofe 
principles, by which alone a right judgment can be formed, 
of points that are in difcuffion among theologians; as well 
«s of his allowing to any man of abilities, provided his 
Opinions were at a fufficient diftance from the duétrines of 
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the Catholic Church, that authority over his judgmenit, 
which he retufed to St. Paul ? 
Aber refiding fix years at Leeds, where he had two fons 
born, he was tempted to leave it, and to go into ‘the family 
of the Earl of Shelburne, the late Marquis of Lanf{downe, 
on bis Lordthip’s ftipulating to give him 2501. per annum, 
with a houfe for his family to hive in; and an annuity for 
jife of 150]. in the event. of ‘their bemg feparated by his 
Lordthip’s dying, or changing his mind. This was a fitua- 
tion of radepeidonice: which to the father of a family mut 
always be comfortable; but as this author was often em- 
ployed to amufe bis patron's guejls by the exhibition of phi- 
ofophical experiments, his foul, we think, muft have fi 
for the hour of feparation. His office was nommally that of 
librarian; and as he had very Jittle employment, he feems, 
for fome time, to have palfed his hours agreeably, in 
converfing on friendly terms with Lord Shelburne, and in 
the profecution of his favourite ftudies, for the expences of 
which he was allowed, in addition to bis falary 40]. per 
annum, | 

In the year 1774 he made, with. his patron, the tour of 
Flanders, Holland, and Germany, and fpent a month in 
Paris, where he lia‘l'an opportunity of converfing with every 
perfon of political or literary eminence. 


“ As I was fufficiently apprized of the fact, I did’ not (fays 
he) wonder, as I]. otherwife fhould have done, to find all the 
philofophical perfons to ‘whom I was introduced at Paris, unbe- 
lievers in Chriftianity, and even profeiled Atheifts.. As I chole 
on all occafions to appear as a Chriftian, I was told by fome of 
them, that I was the only perfon they had ever met with, of 
whofe underftanding they had any opinion, who profeffed to be- 
lieve Chriftianity. But on interrogating them on the fubjeét, | 
foon found that they had giyen no proper attention to it, and did 
not really know what Chriftianity was (is). ‘This was alfo the . 
cafe with a great pare of the company that I faw at Lord Shel. © 
burne’s.’” P. 74. : 


We have quoted this paffage, not becaufe it contains any 
thing that can be new to the greater part of our readers; 
but becaufe it is the teflimony of a philofophical adjnirer of 
the French revolution, to the truth of that reprefentation of 
French principles, which was given by Burke and others; 
and which a party among ourfelves flill affeéts to confider as 
exaggerated. : / 


With Lord Shelburme Dr. Priefley remained feven yearg, 
fpouding his winters with his, Lordihip in London, and his 
furmipers 
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fummers with his own family at Calne, in Wildhire. During 
this period he publithed four volumes, giving an account 
of his experiments on air > his: Letters to a lof ical Un- 
believer ; his Lectures on Oratory and Criticijm.;. tus Infitutes 
of natural and revealed Religion; bis book. agawnit the phi- 
lofophical principles of the Dottors Reid; Beattie, and Of- 
wald, which he admits to have been written in a manner not 
to be entirely approved ; his edition of Harticy's Ob/ervations 
on Man; his eye relating te Matter. and Spirit, Soci- 
nianifm, and philofophical Nei ; his Correfpondence on. the 
fame fubje&s with Dr. Price, which istraly a valuable work ; 
and his Harmony of the Gojpels,,on the idea of the public 
miniftry of Jefus having continued little: more than ene year. 


Of this opinion concerning the duration of our bleffed 


Lord's public minifiry he fays, 


“ Though my fide of the queftion was without any advo- 
eates that I know of, and had sorte adopted (been adopted 
only) by Mr. Mann, who feemed (feems) to have had no fol- 
lowers, “there are few perfons, I believe, who have attended to 
our (the bifhop of Waterford’s and his) difcuffion of the fabjed, 
who are not fatisfied that I have fufficiently proved what I have 
advanced.’” ; 


How Dr. Prieftley came to fuppofe, fince he acknow- 
ledges that his fide of the gueftion was without any adyo- 
cates, that few of thofe, who had attended to the jifeuffion, 
were not fatisfied with his proof of what he had advanced, 
is to us as inconceivable, as how he came to reprefent Mr. 
Mann as adapting his opinion. Mr. Marfh had attended par- 
ticularly to the difcuffion ; and he fays exprefsly *, ) 


—*‘ that as faras he is able to judge, the Gofpel of St. John 
prefents almott infuperable obftacles to the opinion of thofe, 
who (with Dr. Priettley) confine Chrift’s miniftry to one year; 
for, in order to effeét this purpofe, it is neceffary to make omiffions 
and tranfpofitions in St. John’s Gofpel, which are not warranted 
4 priori by the laws of criticifm, but are attempted merely to 
fupport a previoully affumed hy pothefis,’’ 


It is fo far from -being true, that Mr, Mann eaed,the 
opmion of Dr. Prieftley, that his ay, in which the fame 


Opinion is maintained, was publifhed in 1733, the very year 


inwlich the Deéfor was bern; fo that though the latter ma 
have adopted the opinion ef the former, it is utterly impof- 





® See Marth's Michaelis, &e. yol. iis, Part, ii. pp. 62-—67. 
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fible, that the contrary could have been the cafe. The truth 
is, that the opinion confidered as a difcovery belongs to nei- 
ther of them ; for it was the opinion of Clement of Alexan. 
dria, and Tertullian, who flourifhed in the end of the fecond 
century, ‘a8 well as of Origen, who flourifhed in the third: 
while Clement. of Rome, who flourifhed in the firft century, 
atid was the companion of St. Paul, maintained, if what js 
called his fecond epiftle be genuine, the opinion; which is 
now generally received, concerning the daration of our 
Lord's public miniftry. 

Lord Shelburne became at laft weary of Dr. P. as an 
inmate in his houfe,’and for about two years before they 
finally feparated, difplayed evident marks of diffatisfa€tion. 


“© When I left him,’’ fays the Doftor, ‘‘ I afked him whe- 
ther he had any fault to find with my conduét, and he faid zone. 
Accordingly I expected that he would recéive my vifits, when I 
thould be occafionally in London ; but he declined them,’’— 


we doubt not on the beft grounds; as the Doftor foon 
began'to affociate with perfons, with whom it would not 
have. become a Britifh fenator to have the fmalleft cor- 


refpondence. His qeoge with Dr. Franklin became 


clofer than.ever ; and the difference with America breaking 
@ut about this time, their converfation was chiefly of a poli- 
tical nature, which, of itfelf, might have been a very lufh- 
cient reafon (whether it was the real reafon or not) for Lord 
Shelburne’s withing no longer to converfe familiarly with 


cither. Yet, fays Dr. Priefiley, 


*¢ I can bear witnefs, that Dr. Franklin was fo far from pro- 
moting, as was generally fuppofed, that he took every method in 
“his power to prevent a Fupture between the two countries. He - 
urged fo much the dottsine of forbearance, that for fome time he 
was unpopular with the Americans on that account, as too much 
2 friend to Great Britain. His advice to them was # dear ever? 
thing for the prefent, as they were Sure in time to outgrenv all their 
grievances; as it could not be in the power of the mother country ti 
appre/s them long.’” P. 89. 


Is this the language that would have been ufed by a mar 
really defirous to prevent a rupture between the two ¢oun- 
tries ? No! it is the language of an artfy] demagogue de- 
firous t6 blow imto flame the embers of rebellion, whhout 
endangering his own head, in the event of his bei g dif 
covered. Dr. Franklin. knew, that the Americans wejse 
an oppreffed people; yet, he admits that they were fo, and by 
afluring them that it could not be Jeng in the power of = 

‘ } my uet 













5 an 
they 


whe. 


One, 
én I 


foon 
not 
Core 
ame 
‘ing 
oli- 
fhe 
ord 


\ ith 


TO. 
lin 


ich 
er? 
err 
» he 


arr 
in- 


ut 
if- 


not 


ie 





Memoirs of Dr. Priefey. 277 


mother. country ta,epore/s them, affegts to. ner fuade them to 
ield for the prefent, by an argument, which. he could not 
fail to know would invite them. to. immediate reéfiltance, 
We had lately occafion, to deliver, not in-yery. lavgprable 
terms, our fentimenis of this far-famed philofopher * ; bu 
the following view, of hi pripeiplens PY, Bia, onfidenti 
friend, muft tend to Gk, bis c er. in. the eftimation o 
every good man. bugil Hoo" 85m oad 
* Tt is'much'to be lamented, that!'a than ‘of Dr, Pranklii’s 
general good charaéter, and great influence, fhoald “have 'beeh aa 
anbeliever in Chriftianity, and alfo bave bieefo\ mind ashe did to 
make othérs unbelievers. .'Tome, however, che acknowledged, that 
he had not given fo much attention: as be “ought to the evidencesief 
Chriftianity, and defired me to recommend to him a few treatifes 
on the fubjeét, fuch as I thought moft deferving of his notice, 
but not of great length, promifing to, read, them,,and give me his 
fentiments on then. Accordiogly I. secommended to. him 
Hartley ’s evidence: of Chrittianity in hisObfervations on Man, and 
what | had then written on, the fubje& in my Intkitutes, of natural 
and revealed Religion, , Bur; the American war breaking, our 
foen after, I do not believe that he ever found himfelf fufficiently 
at leifure for the difcuffion, ‘I have Kept up a correfpondence 
with him occafionally ever fince, and three of ‘his letters to, me 
were, with his ¢onfent, publifhed’in his ‘mifcellaneons: works 
in quarto.’ "The firft of them, written immediately on his lantlitts 
in America, is very ftriking.”” “P..go. 0) 8 es 


ao ‘ete tM i wOna 
Is it _poflible to conceive. any thing worfe'than the. dif- 
pofition of that man, who, ; without Reig enpanined tee 
evidences of Chriftianity, mot only rejected, it himielf, Hug 
laboured to make others rejeét it likewile? The quettion, 
whether Chrittianity be true.or falfe, .is:furely, not a nn 
queftion, which may be examined. or let’ alone: at pleafih 
Compared with its importance, whataré the theories of ithe 
moft admired philofophers ?,. Yet: ber¢is-al man, who could 
employ great part of a Jong. life ia niaking experiments (ia 
elettricity, and in forming) theories’ on the refult.of \thole 
experiments; who yet never gave himfelf'the trouble.te 
inquire whether. that volume, which profeflés to be a revelae 
tion to man of the will of his Maker,..be! indeed what it 
profelles to be; what it .was, believed to! be by the, foun 
dert of . that 00 8 07% a Dr. Franklin cultivated; 
by the moft fuccefsful difcoverer in that philofophy which 
the world has yet) feen tj as. well as by» minety, nine out.of 
bap May wii 
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a hundred of all who ‘have ftudied the evidence, on which 
the pretenfions of the volame in queftion reft! Nay, here is 
a man, who after he had promifed to his friend to inquire into 
the evidences of Chriftianity, requelfted that the treatifes to 
be recommended ‘to him might ‘be /hert; ‘as if his time had 
been ‘too precidus to'have much of it employed on fo infig. 
Hificant’ a fabjeét’; and ‘who’ appears iin ‘fall to have been 
teo much occupied with the American revolution, to find 
leifure to read) the treatifes recommended -to him, fhort as 
thofe treatiles were! ! 

When. Dr.. Prieflley left the family of Lord Shelburne, 
he retired to Birmingham, where by the liberal fubfcriptions 
of his friends, of whom he gives'a moft refpeétable lit, he 
was enabled. to. continue both his: theological and philofo. 
phical purfuits. Some of the fabferiptions were made with 
a view to defray the expence of his experiments only ; but 
the greater part of the [ubferwbers were equally friends, he 
fays, to his theological ftudies.’ Mr. Taf leur, of Shrew fbury, 
remitted to him at different times’ confiderable fums chiefly 
to defray the expences incurred by his theological enquiries 
and publications; and, at the propofal of a Mr, William 
Ruffel, the heads of the congregation of which he was 

aftor, made him a prefent of two hundred pounds, to affit 
fim in thefe publications; fo that befides his great works, 
na and theological, which, as they are univerfall 
cnown, it is needlefs to mention, he was enabled, by thefe 
means, to publifh annually a panvphlet, during his refidence 
at Birmingham, in defence of the Unitanan doétrine, againt 
all his opponents! x 

What a contraft does this exhibit between the zeal for 
error and the zeal fortruth, prevalent in thefe days of liberality 
and lukewarmnefs! There isin England many a poor vicar 
and curate, and°in Scotland, we do: bt not, many a poor cler- 
gyman both of the*eftablifhed and’ of the epifcopal chureh, 
who, with more theologrcah learning than Dr. Prieftley pof- 
feffed, and’ as much zeal for whatthey believe to be the truth, 
are yet incapable of rendering tothe catholic doftrine the fame 
fervice which he rendered to the dof&rine of the Unita- 
rians, merely becaufe neither their congregations nor theif 
friends ate difpofed to defray the expence of their publi- 
cations. Yet one would think, that the rich and the great 
might find: as {trong inducements to defray the expence of 
feafonable pamphlets in defence of the eftablifhed faith, or 
ef the-eftablifhed confiitution in church and fate, as of 
pamphlets written to prove, that Jefus: was the fon of Jaf 
as well as of Mary ; and that*he was’ by nature both fall 
uote & ane | 
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and peccable!! Sucbshoweyer.is the fa&t,. that, Dr, Priefidey, 


was. enabled to. publith, every...year) fome, heres ical_tratt,. 
though he candidl scknovsedge (p»,416), that..the fale 
thofe things was fo inconfiderable,. that,’ without the liberal, 
affiftance of his ‘friends, .they,.could .not have been: ,pub> 
lifhed. at all; while we have never heard of . TAVALE, fubs, 
fcriptions entered into for the purpofe of enabling a, poor, 
clergyman, of acknowledged abilities, to, write in defence of; 
the dogtrines thus powerfully. attacked! See a 
Dr. Prieftley continued at Birmingham. making. experi- 
ments in chemiftry,. propagating Unutariani{m, and cotre- 
fponding with fome of the leading democrats, in, France, 
and elfewhere, till the 14th of. July, 1791,,.when,. after 
writing and, publifhing fome violent pamphlets againft the. 
eflablithed church, he thought. fit with fome friends to. ¢e- 
lebrate, as a feftival, the anniverfary of. the. French revo. 
lution! ..A greater infult could, not have, been, offered to, 
the loyal part of the community ; and therelore, though, we. 
ly regret, we,are.not furprifed, that the, tna de i bg 
ro aS and even threatened his life... He ha long raved 1n, 
hisdermons and pamphlets, ,about the mages of the BS le, and, 
declared, that the faid mayefly, when infulted, ha AG FI 
as well asthe power to avenge itfelf.! It is trues, that his 
attacks were direétly pointed only againi the ecclefiaiical, 
conftitution of England, which, according to him,, 18 .maine, 
tained for the fupport of idlatrys but even the Hi knew, 
that the ciyil, and ecclefiaftical parts of the confifution are. 
fo interwoven, that the one cannot be overturned without in>, 
volving the other, in its ruin, It knew, likewile, that men 
wifer and more learned by far than, Dr. Prie ley, have 
lieved and: taught, that. there..is nothing ,ido abTougs1D | 
worfhip of the Church of England; that ins a 






French reyolution began... their, machinations, againit,. the 
elablifhed government. with attacking the Church; add thet 
all thofe Diffenters, whe, had, Jately written. with the | 


Hately. yeritien. the ae 
fury (for it, .was fomething, beyond. zeal) again niet a 
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the French Me ce ‘which Dr. PrieMle)and His treba 
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his contemporaries, Black, and Scheele, and Lavoifier *, 
As a philofophical eleftrician, (if we may ufe the phrafe) 
he was confeffedly inferior to Franklin and A®pinus; as a 
Metaphyfician, to his antagonifls Price and Reid; and, ex- 
cept a bigotted Unitarian, where is the man who will com. 
pare him, as a divine or ecclefiaftical hiftorian, with the il. 
luftrious Horfley ? It is not therefore eafy to conceive what 
lofs Britain could fuftain by his emigration ; or how the 
country could be difgraced by fuffering a man to remoye to 
America, who chofe not to remain quietly in England. 

On the 8th day of April, 1794, Dr. Prieftley fet fail from 
London, and on the 4th of June arrived.at New York, 
whence, after a fortnight’s flay, he proceeded te Philadel- 

hia. The account which is given by his fon of his recep- 
tion in both thefe cities, as well as of the fentiments, which, 
at his arrival, were entertained of him through the whole 
United States, is very differentsindeced from the accounts: 
which were current at that period, and generally believed. 
The truth probably lies between them; for it is. here ad- 
mitted, that the Dottor. was an anti-foederalift ;. that during 
the prefidency of Mr. Adams. he was fooked-on by the go- 
vernment with a fufpicious eye; and that it was not till Mr. 
Jefferfon was chofen Prefident of the United States, that he 
felt himfelf perfeétly at cafe in Americas, He refided at 
Northumberland, a town fituated at the confluence of the 
north-eaft and weft branches of the Sufquebanna River, and 
about 130 miles north-weft trom Philadelphia, profecuting his 
philofophical Rudies; propagating Unitariamfm as he had 
done in England; and complaining of the tyranny of the 
government, as furpafling that even of the Britifh monarchy! 
At lait came:the halcyon daysof Mr. Jefferfon’s adminifira- 
tion, the principles and pra€tice of which, fays his fon, he per- 
fe€tly approved; but alas, it was not decreed that he thould 
long evyoy firch fupreme felicity ! 

He {pent fome time inthe {pring of 1801, in Philadelphia, 
when he had a violent attack of fever, which weakened him 
exceedingly, and from the effe€&ts of which he never per- 
feflly recovered. In 1802, he was troubled with indigef- 
tion, and a difficulty of fwallowing any kind of folid food, 
unle!s* prévioully reduced by maftication to a perfeét pulp. 
In November, 1803, thefe complaints grew much more fe- 
rious, ‘ta’ which wes now adiled the alarming fymptom of 
general debiluy—a {welling of his fect and ancles, which 

* We with not to excite jealoufy or envy, and therefore have 
eompared him to no living author, 
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radually reached almoft to his knees; and ig this fate he 
lingered, growing daily weaker and weaker, till the Gth of 
February, 1804, when he expired without a groan, ‘” 

The charater which his fon draws of his moral’ worth 
and piety will be received by the public with many: abate- 
ments ; but we are very willing to believe that his intentions 
were good, and that he was perverted from what we be- 
lieve to be thetruth, by the wretched plan of his education, 
and by the incenfe offered to his abilities and acquirements 
by the half-learned men with whom he chiefly alfociated. 
When he got rid_of the Calviniftic prejudices of his early 
youth, he would naturally feel fome feltigestulation ori that 
vigour of mind, which, without the aid of a tutor, had heen 
able to produce fuch an effeét. The manner in which ftudy 
was conduéted at the miferable dceademy of Daventry, was 
calculated to make the young men vie with each other. in 
getting rid of ‘fuch articles of the Chriflian faith as human 
reafon cannot fully comprehend; and.Prieftley, who appears 
by his tacit comparifon of himfelt to Newton, (p. 107, 108) 
to have been very ambitious of the honour of making difco- 
coveries, would be naturally prompted to proceed in this ca. 
reer farther than others, who felt not, in an equal degree, 
the fame ambition. » | 

His fon indeed fays, and we give him credit for doing fo, 
that nothing but the love of truth could have induced his 
father to ** abandon gradually all thofe ‘opinions which dif- 
grace what is ufually called Chriftianity ; becaufe the fame 


* defire for truth, and the fame tearlefs {pirit of inquiry, and 


the fame courage in the open avowal of the molt obnoxious 
tenets would have led him to have difcarded (to difcard) re- 
ligion altogether, had he feen. reafon to do fo.”’ But this rea- 
foning is not fo conclufive as the young man feems.to imagines 
Far be it from us to fay, that Dr. Prieftley’s motives for dif- 
carding all the charaécteriftic articles of the Chriftian’ were 
not what they are here afhrmed to have been; but it is not 
evident that they may aof have been originally very different. 
Had he difcarded -re igion altogéther, he would have done 
only what Spinoza, and Hume, and Franklin, and the French 
frmotophilts had all done before him, and could therefore 
ave laid no claim to the merit of a di/coverer; but b ‘pure 
fuing the courfe into which he was led at Daventry, he may 
have gratified his ambition by making difcoveries in religion, 
of which néither Spinoza, nor Hume,-nor Franklin, nor any 
other infidel ever thought. He had at leaft the merit’of be. 
ing pertettly fingular—a merit which never fails to gratify 
the mind-of a vain, ambitious man; and probably . the 
amg 
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deftruftion' by’ the: perforis -theri in ower! - So far way 
F 


uhiis ‘fro BS the ‘café, that, we all remember—( what may 
Hake u mg ‘of that eonftitition which the admmirets of 
t i¢ Fren eae were labouring to overturn )—that the 
aithority Uf the laws'was; with promptitode, interpofed in 
behalf RA the, hijo aaa teen, in which the out 
was committed, compelled to make good the loffes fuftained 
by théfe Very men who'had deliberately infulted the Majefly 
of its People. The Do€tot indeed pretends that the’ fum’ 
Which he Was paid'byt the award 6f the Jury, fell 20001. there 
of ‘the ldis which fe fuftained; bot as he was foot after. 
watds able té’ ‘purchia a libtary Sind 4h apparatus, equal, by 
His ‘Own *actount, to thofe which had’ been deftroyed, we 
may fafely’ infer’ ‘thar, in rm coniptitation, he put ah utidee 
value bf’ thofe”inanufeript' pamphlets in theology; ‘which, 
whén! they were: pabtitha ty confefles to have’had a’ very 
Hthited’ fale!" He 3 is exceedingly mdignant ‘at having ‘been 
to arted for aa only the price Of the-paper 5 but his indig- 
fon ts Gti Soe imich ‘wiwritten ‘papér ‘world ‘have 

Id ‘for’ which weak! according mt paid ‘to “him by 

e* await ine ey hut-as he’ ethics that the fale of 
his theotog cal ets néver was faeh as to lief ry the 
expence. they wdpical had the Jury, on the evidencé of 
Kis “bos felftrs,’'c computed the valie o pei oe” is obvious 
that he ¢oulll hive received nothing. 

Front Biymihgham ‘Dr. Priefley ‘retired to Bitinaoin and 
wis {8d Afterwards invited dby the Congregation UF Diffen. 
ters at Hackney, to take upon ‘hiin the office’ of theif paftor. 
Suthd Yn invitation, fhows how lax ‘the ptinciples of {ome of 

Hiflenters ate, ‘if ‘ridt their total mndifferéncé as to the 
rest sth was once ‘delivéred ‘to’ the Saints. ‘His: imme. 
diate’ predeceffor in’ office’ was Dr. Price,‘an Arian ,’or Semi- 
ica Who had refohitely oppo pofed Dr. Pricftley’ 8 fyftem of 
i niearignifya, ‘as well «as dis notions of philofophical ne- 

city y, and ‘the’ mere mechanifm’of the -inmmd’of man ; and 

Ieciples at Hackiiey, to-whom mag ete oppo 

rah at'p les ‘could not be unknown, nvited the one 
Devt odtat ated the otherf ‘~' 

At Hackney he continued to profeciite his ftudies, theolo- 

eal’ ‘ahd’ philofophical,” as He’had dorie at. Birmingham, and 

tent bis'tithe, he fays, niore’ happily than ‘He’had everdone 
fare} i finding ‘the prejadiees af the couiitry at large 
viojent’” agajnft him, ‘he deterthinéd to’ emigrate to Anterica, 


ftér fet , fortunately for himfelf, decline: the honour of be: 
id g pred the Conitlitution-manits@urerg' of France, “At 


sp: at. OF bYs ‘narrative he infilts ‘much on his‘ own Yono- 
Pence. and of courle on the uarealonabicnels of the preju- 


dices 
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dices of ‘his countrymen, while . lis fon confiders dis ¢mi-+ 

jon. as a national lofs and difgrace to England! But his 
own weilings will attraét no regard trom thofe who have’ 
paid attention to the charaéteriftic difpofitions of the Englifhr 
nation; while thofe of his fon, though they mufl be par- 
doned in him, will be confidered as.in chemielves ridiculous. 
An Englith mob,. whofe- indignation is roufed, ‘like every 
other mob, is fufficiently ferocrous;. but it 1s not the. cha-. 
rafter of Englithmen, in any ftation, to retam tefentment 
againit a fallen’ foe. »,Had Dr. Priefticy condudted; him felt 
at Hadkiey like apeaceable member of ‘fociety, and:in. his 
appeals to the publioon the fubject of the riots at, Birmings 


we ham, expreffed ‘himfelf with Jefs acrimony: of-the govern- 
Ane ment of the country, the prejudices of the people would 
ch, very quickly have'given way to compafhion,; .and the very 
ery rieters thenrfelves, in their ‘cooller ‘moments, would -have 
Cr felt ‘compunétion for whatuthey! had done. But when lie 
i continued, after all the reparation had been made.to him 
ve that the nature*wf :the cafe» would admit, to; aceufe the 
-.. macifirates' and clergy, and even the fupremé government of his 
of county, of whatavad been perpetrated by @ juftly iicenfed, 
be thou!) lawlefs, rabble ; .and:toappeal. from the perce. 
of evert ‘the laws"of) England, to obf{cure bodies o Unitarian. 
us Dijjenters; to the focieties of the Friends of the Conjlitution'ag 
Paris, Lyons, Nantes, Clermont, &c. 8c. to the Academysof 
1d Sviences at. Paris, when Comdovcet was Secretary; atid to the 
Ve . United Irifomen of Dubim*\i Khow ‘is  pofhible that the pres 
r. Judices of loyal Englithmen: could:fubfide?. © |) 0)» 
if The high opinion éntertamed by Mr. Jofeph»Piieflley »of 


the talents an He RT of his: father, thouginan itfelé 
: extravagant, is ithim. not only excufable, but sammiable ; | but 
: he goes by *nucirroo far, when he fuppoles his father’s; emi- 
f gration to America a national lofs to England. “De. Priefitley 
F was indifputably a man of more than ordinary \talents and 
i acquirements ; ‘but we truft that inthe realm are - : 
' © Five handred great as he,” sd 
He was.a very fuccefsful maker of experiments in. mas 
tural philofophy ; and, to his credit be it aid, that there is 
no man, on. whofe accounts of his own experiments greater 
confidence may be fafely placed; but as a philofopbic 
chemift, his fondeft admirers will not furely rank hum with 
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his contemporaries, Black, and Scheele, and: Lavoifier *, 
As a philofophical eleétrician, (if we may ufe the phrafe) 
he was confeffedly inferior to Franklin and Apinus; as a 
Metaphyfician, to his antagonifls Price and Reid; and, ex- 
cept a bigotted Unitarian, where is the man who will com. 
pare him, as a divine or ecclefiaflical hiftorian, with the il. 
luftrious Horfley ? It is not therefore eafy to conceive what 
lofs Britain could fuftain by his emigration ; or how the 
country could be difgraced by fuffering a man to remoye to 
America, who chofe not to remain quietly in England. 

On the 8th day of April, 1794, Dr. Prieftley fet fail from 
London, and on the 4th of June arrrved.at New York, 
whence, after a fortnight’s flay, he proceeded te Philadel- 
phia. The account which is given by his fon of his recep- 
tion in both thefe cities, as well as of the fentiments, which, 
at his arrival, were entertained of him through the whole 
United States, is very different«indeed from the accounts 
which were current at that period, and generally believed. 
The truth probably lies between them; for it 1s here ad- 
mitted, that the Dottor. was an anti-foederalift ; that during 
the prefidency of Mr. Adams: he was tooked.on by the go- 
vernment with a fufpicious eye; and that it was not till Mr. 
Jefferfon was chofen Prefident of the United States, that he 
felt himfelf perfeétly at cafe in America. He refided at 
Northumberland, a town fituated at the confluence of the 
nortlh-eaft and weft branches of the Sufquebanna River, and 
about 130 miles north-weft from Philadelphia, profecuting his 
rs ftudies; propagating Unitariamfm as he had 

one in England; and complaining of the tyranny of the 
government, as furpafling that even of the Britith monarchy! 
At lait camethe halcyon daysof Mr. Jefferfon’s adminifira- 
tion, the principles and pra€tice of which, fays his fon, he per- 
fe€tly approved; but alas, it was not decreed that he thould 
long enjoy fich fupreme felicity ! 

He {pent fome time inthe {pring of 1801, in Philadelphia, 
when he had a violent attack of fever, which weakened him 
exceedingly, and from the effets of which he never per- 
feflly recovered. In 1802, he was troubled with: indigef- 
tion, and a difficulty of {wallowing any kind of folid food, 
unle!s’ prévioutly reduced by maftication to a perfeét pulp. 
In November, 1803, thefe complaints grew much more fe- 
nous, ‘ta’ which wes' now added the alarming fymptom of 
general debiluy—a {welling of his fect and ancles, which 

* We with not to excite jealoufy or envy, and therefore have 
eompared him to no living author, 
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dually reached almoft to his knees; and in this fate he 
lingered, growing daily weaker and weaker, till the 6th of 
“sated 1804, when he expired without a groan, ’ 

The charafter which his fon draws of his moral worth 
and piety will be received by the public with many abate- 
ments ; but we are very willing to believe that his ifentions 
were good, and that he was perverted from what we be- 
lieve to be thetruth, by the wretched plan of his education, 
and by the incenfe offered to his abilities and acquirements 
by the half-learned men with whom he chiefly alfociated. 
When he got rid of the Calviniftic Prejoaices of his early 
youth, he would naturally feel fome felf-gratulation oni that 
vigour of mind, which, without the aid of a tutor, had been 
able to produce fuch an effeét. The manner in which itudy 
was conduéted at the miferable deademy of Daventry, was 
calculated to make the young men vie with each other. in 
getting rid of {uch articles of the Chriftian faith as human 
reafon cannot fully comprehend; and.Prieftley, who appears 
by his tacit comparifon of himfelt to Newton, (p. 107, 108) 
to have been very ambitious of the honour of making difco- 
coveries, would be naturally prompted to proceed in this ca. 
reer farther than others, who felt not, in an equal degree, 
the fame ambition, - Stee , 

His fon indeed fays, and we give him credit for doing fo, 
that nothing but the love of truth could have induced his 
father to ** abandon gradually all thofe ‘opinions which dif- 
grace what is ufually called Chriftianity ; becaufe the fame 
defire for truth, and the fame’ tearlefs {pirit of inquiry, and 
the fame courage in the open avowal of the moft obnoxious 
tenets would have led him to have difgarded (to difcard) re- 
Jigion altogether, had he feen. reafon to do fo.” But this rea- 
foning is not fo conclufive as the young man feems to imagines 
Far be it from us to fay, that Dr. Prieftley’s motives tor dif- 
carding all the charaéteriftic articles of the Chriftian were 
not what they are here afhrmed to have been; but it is not 
evident that they may aot have been originally very different. 
Had he difcarded nied altogéther, he would have done 
only what Spinoza, and Hume, and Franklin, and the French 
rulolophaits had all done before him, and could: therefore 

lave laid no claim to the merit of a di/coverer; but by pure 
fuing the courfe into which he was led at Daventry, he may 
have gratified bis ambition by making difcoveries in religion, 
of which néither Spinoza, nor Hume,-nor Franklin, nor any 
other infidel ever thought. He had at teaft the merit of be. 
ing perfectly fingular—a merit which never fails to gratify 
the mind-of a vain, ambitious man; and probably ™ the 
amg 


~ 















































2h Renny’s Hiflary ef Jamaica. 

fame reafon that he profefied himfelf a Chriitian, after be 
had denied the infpiration of all the writers of the New 
Teitament, he continued to maintain the phlagifiic theory ef 
mature, after every other chemilt had abandoned it as un. 
tenable. 


(We hall give a thort view of the Appendsx to this work 


in our ne Xt}. 





Arr. VIL. An Hiflery ef Jamaica. With Obfervations on 
the Climate, Scenery, Trade, ProduStions, Negroes, Slave 
trade, Difeafes of Europeans, Cuftems, Manners, and Dij- 
pojitions of the Inhabitants. To which is added, An lituftra 
tics of the Advantages which are likely to refult from the 
shiolitzen ef the Slave Trade. By Robert Renny, Efq. 
4.0. pp. 338. 11.78, boards. Cawthorne. 1807, 


Ww E have feveral Hiftories of Jamaica, but the greater 

part of them are toe collly and too voluminous for 
common ule, or tor the general reader. Mr. Renny profefles 
no more than to give a concife account ofthis valuable cos 
lony, but he feems to have done this in a very faustedtory 
ananner. 

He commences with the difcovery of America and of 
Jamaica. He defcribes the original inhabitants, its pofietiion 
firlt by the Spaniards and afterwards by the Englith, the 
buccaneers, the Maroon wars, and its prefent circumilancet 
and condition. This narrative occupies the firft book. ‘That 


it has confiderable intereft will appear from the following 
extract? 


* As a prompt determination was on feveral accounts necef- 
fary, Coloriel Guthrie was diretted to commhunicate offers of 
actotmmodation to Cudjoe as foon as poffible. The inceltigence 
was eutremely sccepalbhe to the Maroots. All they demanded, 
and indeed, all they withed, was, .to be allowed the neceffaries 
of life, and to be exempted from the horrors of flavery. 
Cad joe, therefore, heard with infinite fatisfaGtion, the detet- 
mination of the government to make thefe conceflions, and 
calling in all his detachments, anxioufly awaited the arrival of 
the negociators. But judging from the formidable natwre of 
the preparations made againft him, be was afraid that his white 
cnemies meant to deceive and enfnare him. He theretore re- 
mained diftrufttul, and collecting all his fetce ona fpot, w where 
his people could eafily defend theméfelves, continued inaciive <i 
i 
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the arrival of the peace-makers. His men were placed an the 
ledges of rocks, that rofe 2lmoft perpendicularly to a great 
height, ona ground, which, compared to thele precipices, might 
be called a plain, the extrenuty being narrowed into a pailagg, 
upon which the fire of the whole body might bear. ‘This padflage 
contracted itflf into a defile of nearly halt a mile long, and 
fo narrow, that only one man could pafs along it at a time. 
This defile, which has ever fince retamed the name of Coldel 
Guthrie, was one of the pailages t© the large cock-~pit,, called 
Petty River, already mentioned. The entrance is nupregoable ; 
the continuation of the line of fmaller cock-pits rendering the 
rear impregnabte ; while nature effectually fecured the flanks of 
her own fortification. In this dell were fecured the Maroon 
women and children, and all their valuable effects, Thus 
fituated, Cudjoe awaited the arrival ot the olive.branch, and 
manifefted his defire of an accommodation, by ordering his 
advanced pofts not to firea fhot. His parties, therefore, on the 
approach of the enemy, merely founded their horns, and retreated 
to the main body. 

‘« Colonel Guthrie now arrived, unmolefted, at the head of 
his troops, by a way in which the Maroons might have greatly 
annoyed him. Making, however, the beft difpofition of his 
forces which the nature of the ground would permit, he marched 
on with confidence ; and judging of his diftance from the enemy 
by the found of their horns, he boldly advanced till he thoughe 
he could make them hear his voice. He then halted, and ob. 
ferving the fmoke of their huts within a few hundred yards, 
though he could not fee one of them, he cried in a loud tone, 
that he was come by the governor’s order, to make them an 
offer of peace, which, he told them, the white people anxioufly 
defired. An anfwer was returned in the fame manner, that the 
Maroons alfo wifhed for peace, requeiting, at the fame time, 
that the troops might be kept back. As this requeft implied 
fu‘picion, Colonel Guthrie propofed that a perfon anarined fhould 
b= fent to inform them of the terms on which the governor waa 
willing to treat with them. To this propofal they readily con- 
fnted. Dr. Ruffell, being deputed for that purpofe, advanced 
to their huts, near which he was met by two Maroons whom he 
informed of the purport of his meflage ; and having afked whether 
cither of them was Cudjoe, they replied in the negative, but 
added, that if he would ftay a fhort time, and no men followed 
him, he would fee Cudjoe. Several Maroons pow. defcended 
trum the rocks, among whom the chicf was eafily diflingughhed. 

‘ Cudjoe was a thort'man, uncommonly ttout, wath har 
African features, and” a. peculiar wildnefs in his look and man. 
ners. He had a large lump of fleth upon his back, which was 
pertially covered by the tattered remains of an oldsblue coat, 


et which the fkirts and the flecves below the elbows were 
wanting. 
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wanting. Round his head was tied a feanty piece of cloth, 
which Thad once been white. He wore a pair of loofe drawers, 
that did not reach his knees, and a fmall round hat, with the 
brims pared fo clofe to the crown, that it had the appearance 
of acalibafh. On his right fide hung a cow’s horn, with fome 
powder, and a bag of large cut flugs; on the left fide he wore 
a mufket, or couteau, three inches broad, in a narrow fheath, 
fuipended under his arm by a narrow ftrap, which wound sound 
his fhoulder. He had no fhirt on, and his clothes, fuch as they 
were, as well as the part of his fkin that was expofed to view, 
were covered with che red dirt of the cock-pits, fomewhat re. 
fembling oker. Such was the chief, and his men were as ragged 
and as dirty as himfelf; yet they all had guns and cutlafles, 

«© Cudjoe conftantly cat his eyes towards the troops with 
Colonel Guthrie, appeared very ‘fufpicious, and aiked many 
queftions, before he ventured within his reach. At length Dr, 

Ruflell propofed to change hats with him as a token of friend. 
fhip. ‘To this he confented, and bégan to converfe more freely, 
when Colonel Guthrie called aloud to him, affuring him of a 
faithful compliance with whatever Dr. Ruffell promifed. He 
added, that he wifhed to come unarmed, along witha few of the 
principal gentlemen of the ifland, who fhoald witnefs the oath 
he would folemnly take, of peace on his part, with liberty and 
fecurity to the Maroons, on their acceding to the terms pro. 
pofed. Cudjoe, after fome hefitation, confented, and perfuaded 
feveral of his people to come down from the rocks. As the 
gentiemen approached Cudjoc, he appeared to be in great tre. 
pidation ; and when Colonel Guthrie advanced, and held out his 
hand to him, he eagerly feized and kiffed it. He then threw 
himfelf on the ground, embracing the Colonel’s knees, kitling 
his feet, and athing his pardon. His followers, imitating his 
example, proftrated them{clves, and exprefied the moft unbounded 
joy ac the fincerity of the w hite people. Atlength, to the great 
fatisfaction and mutual advantage of both parties, the articles of 
the treaty were drawn up, and ratified under a large cotton-tree, 
growing in the middle of the town, at the entrance of Guthrie’s 
defile. ‘The tree was ever after called Cudjoe’s tree, and was 

held by the Maroens an great vencration, ‘The principal terms 
of agreement were, that C: aptain Cudjoe and his followers fhould 
be allowed to remain fre; that thev thould be fuffered to poles 
fifteen hundred acres of land ; that they thould all refide in Tre- 
lawney-town; that two white men fhould conftantly _refide 
among them; and that they fhould deliver up all the run-away 

faves who might in future take fhelter among them. 

«¢ Sldom are treatics, fuch as this, concluded, which tend 
equally to the advantage ‘and henour of both parties. ‘The co- 
lonifts were relieved from the moft alarming apprehenfions, and 
from a sude, dangerous, and implacable encmy, whofe very 
wretchednets 
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loth, wretchednefs rendered him formidable : the Maroons were bleffed 
wers, with liberty, property, and fecurity ; bleflings, of the value 
h the of which they were fully fenfible, but which they never before 
rance bad enjoyed.’* P. 58. 
ee The fecond book treats of the climate and productions of 
“ath, the illand, coffee, cotton, indigo, cocoa, ginger, pimento, 
ound &c. There is alfo a difcuflion on the {lave trade, in which 
they the advantages likely to refult from Its abolition are pointed 
iew, out with great benevolence of feeling and much force of 
re. argument. What, however, will make the prefent volume 
roel peculiarly acceptable -is the chapter which treats on thofe 
difeafes to which Enropeans are more or lefs expoled; who 
vith from commercial fpeculation, curiofity, or neceflity, are 
any induced to vifit Jamaica. We think it will be ufeful to 
f {ubjoin fome of the author's remarks on this fubjeét. 
nd. 
ly, ‘¢ Europeans who mean to fettle in the weftern world fhould, 
fa if poflible, leave their native land towards the latter end of 
He autumn, They will, in that cafe, without being cxpofed to 
the any fudden or violent variations of temperature, arrive at the 
th warm regions in the months of November or December; ag 
nd | | which pertod, and during the three fucceeding months, the at. 
0. mofphere is more dry:and more cool than at any other feafon of the 
ed vear. If a choice ef refidence can be procured, an elevated 
he fituation is undoubtedly preferable; whilft tagnant waters, newly. 
C. cleared lands, and {wampy grounds, are to be fedulouily avoided. 
is ; And even when neceflitated to follow their bufinefs in fuch places, 
w new fettlers ought, on all occafions, to retire to fome more healthy 
4 fituation during the night. But, as young Kurepeans are often 
is obliged to remain in fuch places both day and night, the utmot 
recautions are abfolutely neceflary for the prefervation of their 
t calth: they ought to fleep in the highett apartments of the houfe; 
if in which, during moift or rainy weather, it will be proper te 


, have a fire: they thould alfo {moke tobacco, and indulge them. 
: felves in the regular and moderate ufe of wine. The ufe of 
; tinéture of bark, and of other ftomachical bitters, has, by judi. 
sious medical practitioners, been likewife.recommended. 
| “ The drefs of the white inhabitants of Jamaica is fo fimilar 
7 to that which is worn in Britain, that it would be difficult to 
induce any young man to prefer another. But mew fettlers 
ought, as much as poffible, to wear kerfeymeres, and other light, 
wafhing materials, fuch asdimity. They fhould, on all occa: 
fions, prefer the ufe of cogton, to that of linen, for thirts; as 
thofe made of the latter, when wet with perfpiration, often prove 
extremely pernicious. Many wear two fhirts, the under one of 
cotton, and the upper of linen, Some have found the ufe of 
flannel fhirts or jackets highly advantageous; and though they 
ate, no doubt, at frit troubkefome, on account of te itchinof, 
L which 
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which they occafion, yet this fenfation foon ceafes. New fettler 
Should always carefully change their drefs immediately after be. 
ing wet, whether from rain or perfpiration; they ought alfo, as 
foon as poffible, to wath their feet with fpirits, and to put on dry 
ftockings ; and when in this fituation, they fhould drink fome 
warm liquid (fuch as tea) after they have gone to bed. 

‘* The diet of young ftrangers ought to confift of a proper 
mixture of vegetable and animal food ; but the former, as tend. 
ing lefs to difpofe the fluids to putrefcency than the latter, ought 
to be taken in greater quantity. Salt meats muft be careful] 
avoided, as they create a troublefome and hurtful thirft. All 
the fruits of the tropical regions are not equally falubrious; but 
the orange, the fhaddock, and the pine-apple, may be freely and 
liberally indulged in, as they-are equally grateful and falubrious 
to an Furopean palate. Madeira wine is generally drank after 
dinner in Jamaica; but the ufe of it is highly noxious to new 
fettlers, as it is much adulterated by the merchants with a mix. 
ture of coarfe brandy.’ Punch, or grog, made, of brandy, or 
rum, diluted with water, 1s the moft gencral drink ; and as it is 
neceflary, on account of the great heat, and confequent perfpira- 
tion, to drink fomething, the moft healthful liquor is weak 
punch, mixed with the juice of fome ripe fruit; but even this 
beverage ought to be taken in fmall quantities, barely fuflicient 
to quench the thirft exeited. A practice which almoft univerfally 
prevails, of drinking great quantities of grog in the forenoon, 
cannot be too much reprobated, as it deftroys the tone of the 
ftomach, takes away the appetite, and produces a ftupefaction, 
drowfinefs, and lethargy, which are extremely pernicious, Large 
draughts of cool liquors of any kind fhould never be indulged 
in; and, when much heated by exercife, or from any other cavle, 
a ftrong current of air ought to be anxiouily guarded again. 
Jn cafe of coftivenefs, with which ft rangers, cither on thip.board, 
or in warm climates, are very apt to be affeCled, fome gentle 
Jaxative ought to be taken regularly, and in fufficient quantity, 
in order that the intended effect may be produced. 

«* ‘Vhe only exercifes which are proper for ftrangers are riding 
and walking, and thefe ought chiefly to be taken iw the cool of 
the morning. Dancing ought to be avoided, as it occafions a 
too profufe perfpiration: and ftrangers whe attend affemblies ate 
unavoidably expofed to the moult air of the night, while returs- 
ing home, as is almoft univerfally the cafe, m their open car- 
riages. Early rifing is very advantageous, both as it tends to 
pone a habit ot going early to reft, and as it conduces te 

ealth, by the cool and tragrant breath of the morning tempting 
to gentle and falubrions exercife, Hair-mattrefles ought to be 
wied in preference to feather-beds, as the latter, from their warmth, 
produce (oo great a degree of relaxation. 

‘© On the whole, then, ftrangers mgy be fafely and — 
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aivifed to indulge with great caution in the delicacies of the 
table, and in the ufe of all vinous and fpirituous liquors; to 
avoid, with the utmoft affiduity, every employment and amufe- 
ment, which may expofe them to great and fudden alternations 
of heat and cold ; and to enjov al] things, if not with a ftoical 
indiffrence, at Jeaft with arational moderation. Venus rariffime 
colotur. 

Strangers, during the voyage, or on their firft arrival, are 
often affected, and fometimes alarmed, by an eruption called the 
prickly beat. This difeafe confifts in a great number of red) 
pimples, difperfed over diferent parts of the body, which occa. 
fion a very diftrefling itching, or prickling fenfation. The af- 
fection, however, is more troublefome than. dangerous, unlefs 
when the eruption is injudicioufly repelled. Every expofure to 
cold, moifture, or partial currents of air, ought, therefore, to 
he carefully avoided; while the ufe of high-feafoned meats 
and ttimulating liquors is extremely improper.—Gentle laxatives 
and cooling purgatives are particularly indicated, and ane highly 
ufeful. 

© The difeafe which, in this climate, proves fo fatal to Euro- 
peans is fever. This affection excites a difeafed attion in cvery 
part of the body, and is accompanied with numerous fymptoms, 
the chief of which are, a preternaturah heat of the whole fyftemy, 
increafed quicknefs of the pulfe, and great proftration of ftrength. 
It is dittinguifhed by various appellations, according to the’ na. 
ture and duration of its phenomena, by an obfervation of which 
the phyfician is enabled to apply the appropriate remedies. Bat 
thefe diftin&tions, fo neceflary to the fuccefs of the medical 
practitioner, it is not now our bufinefs to enumerate. All that 
is here intended, is, by avoiding, as much as poffible, techpical 
terms, to give afhort and general view of that {pecies of fever 
tewhich ftrangers in the new world are fo much expofed, and by 
which they are fo often deftroyed. 

_ This difeafe is produced by various canfes, fuch as, a fpes 
cifi¢ contagion, putfidity of the atmofphere, expofure to great 
heat or cold, the fuppreffion of habitual difcharges, uneafinefs 
of mind, dejection of fpirits, great bodily fatizue, and excefles 
of all kinds. That fpecies “of fever which. generally attacks 
frangers in this ifland is diftinguifhed by the ‘appellation’ of 
intermittent, and is, in its courte, divided into three ftages.' The 
Perfon affected feels at firft a confiderable languor and laffitude, 
accompanied with a great proftration of ftrength, depreflion of 
fpirits, lofs of appetite, coldnefs and infenfibility of the extremi- 
tes, pains in the head, efpecially in the forehead, ‘in the back, 
and loins, a want of tafte in the mouth, and general chilligefs, 
while, at the fame time, the pulfe is {mall and contratted: this 
is termed the firft ftage, or cold fit. In the cond ftage, the 
tongue becomes dry and parched; together with a great: heat and 
want of moifture in the gin, accompanied with thirf, flufhing 
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of the face, naufea, inclination to vomit, oppreffion at the breatt, 
violent pain of the head, univerfal reftlefinefs, coftivenefs, and 
frequently delirium; while the pulfe is quick and full: this confi. 
tutes the fecond ftage, or the hot fit. ‘The increafed aétion of the 
heart and arteries being at length removed, the fmall veffels be- 
come relaxed; the pulfe is now regular; the tkin foft and moif, 
the tongue clean; the fecretory organs become relaxed ; and the 
fever, tor a feafon, difappears. 

‘© Bleeding has been much, but injudicioufly, employed in 
this difeafe, patients having been frequently hurried to their 
graves, on account of the great debility which it occafioned, 
Salivation by means of mercury taken internally, and rubbed 
on the legs and thighs, has alfo been much recommended, and 
often employed, but with no better fuccefs. ‘The fafeft practice 
is found by experience to be that which commences with the 
exhibition of a gentle emetic, which evacuates the morbid con. 
tents of the ftomach; fer this purpofe fifteen grains of ipecacu. 
anha, to which one grain ef emetic tartar is added, may be ad- 
miniftered. Coftivenefs ought to be obviated, at the fame time, 
by the ufe of fome gentle purgative, fuch as cafter oil, Glauber’s 
falt, or cream of tartar, and manna: but if the patient is much 
debilitated, a clyfter will be more advifeable; and this remedy 
ought to be employed daily, if no natural evacuations take 
place *. 

«© Means fhould now be employed to excite perfpiration. For 
this purpofe, the lower extremities cught to be bathed in warm 
water, and carefully dried, after which the patient fhould be put 
in bed, when fmall dofes of fome diaphoretic remedy fhould be 
adminiftered every two or three hours. ‘The chamber in which 
the patient is placed ought, in the mean time, by a free admiffioa 
of air, to be kept as cool as peflibie ; and when the heat and 
thirft are diftrefling, cooling or faline draughts ought to be admi- 
niftered. In cafes of delirium, of violent pain in the head, of 
great difficulty of breathing, blifters would be very ufeful ; and 
when the pulfe finks, or the extremities become cold, ftimulating 
cataplafms may~be applied. 

‘© As foon J an intermiffion of the fever has taken place, the 
Peruvian bark in fubftance ought to be adminiftered freely to the 
patient, in as great quantity as his ftomach will bear. One 
drachm every two or three hours may be fafely given, and ought 
to be continued for feveral days. Any longings which the pa 
tient may have for fruit, or any cooling drink, may be moderately 
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* « Such phrafes as thefe may feem, to the gentle reader, indeli- 
cate; but as they are here as feldom as poffible introduced, It i 
to be hoped that neceflity, which bas no daw, will excufe them. 
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and fafely gratified. And when the patient is recovering he ought 
not to venture immediately abroad, but fhould carefully avoid all 
expofure to the fun, or to the air when damp, which it generally 
is by night; his exercife ought to be extremely gentle, and taken 
chiefly in the morning, while his diet ought to be light and 
nourifhing. Stomachical bitters, a moderate ufe of old wine, 
and of the cold bath, are extremly ufeful. 

‘© kn all cafes, when the patient is attacked with the fymptoms 
of fever in a town, he ought, if poflible, to be removed to the 
country :—if to a purer and cooler atmofphere, fo much the 
better. By attending to this practice the lives of many have 
been fpared, who, in all probability, if fuffered to remain in 
their hot and narrow rooms, would have foon defcended to the 
grave."’ P. 194. 


We cannot at all agree with Mr. Renny in the obferva- 
tions which he ts pleafed to make upon Mr. Bryan Edwards 
and his Hiftory of Jamaica. We cannot by any means 
allow, that his ftyle is verbofe, his fentiments trite, and that 
the reader is more frequently tired than entertained, bewil- 
dered than inftru€ted, by his work. Mr. Edwards hada 
very vigorous well-informed mind, moft extenfive informa- 
tion on the fubjeéts he undertook to difcufs, and no mean 
fkillas a writer. This, however, does not detraét from the 
ufetulnefs of the prefent work. The reader will perceive 
that Mr. Renny has given a fucciné but comprehenfive 
account Of Jamaica, that his ftyle is not inelegant, and that 
for a moderate fum the vifitors of that ifland may obtain 
all the information concerning it that is moft interefting and 
molt neceflary. 

_ A neat map of the ifland is prefixed, and fome entertain- 
ing papers and political documents are added in the form of 
an appendix. 








? 


Art. VIII. Conceffions to America the Bane of Britain; or 
the Caufe of the prefent diftreffed Situation of the Britifh Co- 
lonial and Shipping Interefts explained, and the proper Re- 


medy fuggefied. 8vo. 68 pp. 28. Richardion and 
Hatchard. 1807. 


THE very important fubje&t to which this pamphlet ree 

lates, as well as the ability with which it is treated, would 
require, in order to do them ample juftice, a fuller ftate- 
ment than the limits of our publication will admit. We 
mult therefore content ourfelves with giving fuch an out. 
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492 Conceffions to America the Bane of Britatn. 
line of tts contents as may draw the attention of our readers 


to atopic fo intimately ‘ conneéted with the national welfare, 


and fo far affiftthe patriot ¢ objc&t (as we deem it) of this 
fenfible and well-informed writer. He begins by flating, 


> | 
tnat— 


Experience having proved the inefficacy of the meafures 
pied by the late Minifters tor the relief of the Weft lodia 
Colonies, the Wet India planters and merchants had refolved 
upon an ap plic: it10n to his Majefty “e prefent Minifters; bur that, 
as the fituation of thele colonies involves the general interefts of 
the empire, it appears alfo neceflary that greater publicity fhould 
be given to their fituation, and the various meafures by which it 


may be relieved, fhould be difcuffed for the information of the 
community at large.”’ 


The author next proves both the aétual exiftence of the 
diflrels of the Welt India p!anters, and the extreme degree 
of that dillrefs, trom the Gazette returns of the average 
price of fugar, which has been for feveral months at 36s. 5d. to 
Sis. 10d. per ewt. exclufive of duty ; although the acknow- 
ledged lowelt price at which the planters can afford to fell i it, 


is 50s. per ewt. exclufive of duty. But he fhows that the 


future profpetts of the planters are {till more deplorable 
than thew prefent fituation. 


The caufes from which this diftrefs has originated are 


next explained. ‘Ihe firft which the author brings for- 


ward is, * the fyftem adopted by the mother country to- 
wards the colomies captured trom the enemy, which are im- 
mediately put on the fame favourable footing as her own 
legitimate poffeflions.’ '—This, mt mutt be admitted, operates 
to the prejudice of our ancient colonies by filling the market 
with the produce of the ¢ captured fettlemenis : but how fuch’ 
an evil is to be avoided the author has not told us, fince 
otherwile the produce of thofe conquefts, being of caurfe 


no longer faleable to our enemies, could not have any vent, 


We fear therefore that this is fuch a difadvantage as the - 
lawyers would term damnum fine injuria. 

Butthe great taufe of the diftrels under which thie Britifh 
Welt India planters labour is, as this author ftates, the ad- 
vantage winch the colomes {flill 1 


in the poffeilion of our 
cnemies enypoy, 


in being able to ** receive their fupplies. from 
anth ihip their produce to their refpettive mother countnes, 


without interruption, fheltere| trom the hazards and even 
the expe ces ot war.”” He refers toa flatement in the Ap- 
pendix, indi{putably sii ing, ‘* that the fugars of the ene- 
mies” colonies, pafling through Athefica, are a¢tually brought 
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to the different continental markets of Europe cheaper in 
point of freight and infurance, from 8s. lid. to 12s. 64. 
per cwt. than thole of the Britith colonies can be conveyed 
thither to enter into conpetition with them.’’. Thele docu- 
ments confirm the affertions and arguments of the able 
author of War in Difguile, and fhow the evil which he 
complains of to have continued (perhaps even increafed) 
fince the publication of that work. Anotlier difadvantage to 
the Britifh colonies ts pointed out by the author betore us, 
arifing from the fyitem adopted by the mother country, re- 
{petting their intercon fe with the United States of Ame- 
rica, in berng pronibited from paying forthe articles neceffary 
for their fubli{tence or manfattures in any produce but run 
and molaifes. He is not, the author alleges, permitted to 
barter with the Americans fo much of his {ugar as will 
procure the neceffaries of lite, but compelled o ihip the 
whole of his crop to Great Britain, when it will not feteh 
the duties, charges, and expences of cultivation. He alfo 
complains that Government, in their contratis for {pirius 
for the navy, have fometimes accepted tenders for foreign 
brandy, that article being at fuch times confiderably cheaper 
than rum. We cannot think this complaint wholly well- 
founded, for although a preference is (ceteris paribus) un- 
doubtedly due to the produce of our own colomes, we deem 
the claim of an intire monopoly (as feems to be here brought 
forward) unreafonable, as it would enable the holders of 
rum to exa¢t the moll exorbitant prices from government. 
But, we believe, the matter is now regulated on a footing, 
which ought (ai leaft) to give tull fatistuétion. 

Having thus fet forth the caufes from which the prefent 
diftrefs of the Britilh colonies originated, the author pro- 
ceeds to difcufs ‘* the mode by which they can be beft re- 
heved.’’ 

‘He firft argues, upon ftrong grounds, that a reduétion 
of the duty upon fugar would not effectually relieve the 
planer, and confiders the aflertion of our maritime rights, 
which have (in his opinion) been tamely furrendered to 
America, to be far more eligible, and indeed the only com- 
plete remedy. ‘To prove the necefliy of adopting a new 
iyitem towards neutrals, he notices, and we think clearly re- 
flutes, fome ot the pleas that have been urged by their ad- 
Vvocates, more efpecially the doctrines of the author of the 
Anquiry into the State of the Nation, whofe unfound arguments 


are here expofed, and his contradittory aflertions pointed’ 


us. 
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The author then proceeds to fhow the neceflity of a change of 
fyflem. Either the old maritime fyftem, he maintains, ‘ mug 
be reverted to, or the new fyflem carried one ftep further, 
and Great Britain muft requeit that America will carry on 
the future commerce of her colonies, as fhe does that of her 
enemies, in order that both may enjoy the fame advantages, 
of receiving their fupplies and tranfporting their produce to 
Europe at peace freights, and peace premiums of infurance, 
France, however,” he adds, ‘* has declared, that the neu. 
trality under which fhe herfelf finds fhelter, thall afford none 
to Great Britain.” : 

‘The extent to which our conceflions to America are 
abufed, is deduced by the author from American documents, 
namely, by comparing the foreign and domeftic exports of 
her three great maritime ftates, Maflaclhulets, New York, 
and Penfylvama; and he expofes the fallacious idea, that 
America, in carrying on this commerce, does but labour for 
Great Britain, and that all the returns for this produce are 
made in Britiih manufattures: whereas American hips, 
when in the enemy's ports, find it cheaper to take their te- 
turns in the goods of thofe countries, than make a fecond 
voyage to procure goods in Great Britain. He alfo argues, 
and, we think, proves, that a flop cannot be put to this 
commerce by keeping the colonies of the enemy in a flate 
of blockade; and that, even if a blockade could be effeétue 
ally enforced, it would be far more injurious to Amenica 
than the reftriétion from fhipping the produce of thofe colo- 
nies to Europe. The milchief arifing to Britain having 
thus been pointed out, the author propofes, as a remedy, 
that, contormably tothe 13th Article ot the Treaty, nego- 
tiated with Aimerica in 1794, the fhips of that country 
fhould be prohibited from the re-exportation of any colonial 
produce to Europe, on the ground, that her own confump- 
tion would require all the produce of the colonies which 
fhe received in fair return tor the articles of her own growth 
with which fhe fupplied them. Should the enforcing of this 
rule occafion a rupture with America, he fhows, that the con- 
fequences of fucha rupture would be moft ruinous to het 
and comparatively, in a trifling degree, injurious to Britain. 


Upon the whole, the author of this traét appears to us to 
be an able and judicious writer, and materially to fupport the 
caufe which his precurfor, the excellent author of “* War in 
Difguife,” bas maintained with fo much eloquence and effeét. 
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art. 1X. Sixteen Difcourfes abridged from the Works w 
the Right Rev. Father in God, William Beveridge, D.D. 
fometime Lord Bifhop of St. Afaph, preached in the Parifh 
Church of Hanwell, Middiefex. In the Years 1800, and 
1801. By the Rev. G. H. Glaffe, M. A. Rector of Han- 
well, Ec. Ge. With a Supplement. Svo. pp. 420. 7s. 6d, 
Rivingtons. 1806, 


HE learned editor having in his preface ftated his own 
ideas of the neture of fuch works as the prefent, we 
fhould be difpofed to pay a deference to his judgment, even 
if we in fome points differed from him, but upon a due con- 
fideration of the matter, we are fully prepared to approve of 
the method here adopted, of bringing torward the theological 
labours of our old divines, ina {hape more adapted to the tafte 
of the times. Not that we would have our fludents in divi. 
nity turned afide from the careful perufal of their works at 
length, by fauch abridgemenis ; but that it mutt be obvious, 
that many of every congregation in the kingdom, can have 
noother means of becoming acquainted with the valuable 
and very important opinions of fome of the greateft orna- 
ments of the proteftant church of ihefe realiis. Mr. Glaffe 
flates that 


“ During eighteen years conftant refidence on a benefice to 
which he was appointed by Bifhop Lowth, he did not fcruple to 
deliver from the pulpit the difcourfes of eminent divines, ancient 
and modern, fele¢ted and abridged at pleafure, and adapted to the 
beft of his abilities, to the purpofe of general edification.’’ 


Whoever is acquainted with the fermons of many of our 
ableft divines in the 17th century, will readily agree, that 
tor the purpole of delivery, as the editor ftates, 


 Abridgement feems to be neceffary both from their ex- 
treme length, and from the fcholaftic and technical language 
which is occafionally to be found in them, in conformity to the 
tafte of the'age in which they were written.”’ 


We muft do Mr. G. the juftice to remark, that hé is 
anxious to have it underftood, th t he does not mean to de- 
preciate the age in which bifhop Beveridge lived, which 
Was certainly a moft brilliant and {plendid ara in regard to 
every branch of literature; nor does he with to have his own 
example brought forwerd as a precedent to difcourage original 
compofition. As a proof of the latter, Mr. G. could not 
perhaps have done better, than to adopt the plan of annexing 
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as he has done, fevera! original fermons of his own, whi ich, 
} 


it the public were not ie eC.Gy well acquainted with the 
abilities and indufiry of the editor, might ferve 

















to fhow 
that his ad p ion of the writings of others, could not pro ecd 
from any want of talent or will, on his own part, to inflrug 
his paruhione:s and others in the great doétrines and duties 
of chriihanity, In the pref. ce we have an elegant Latin in. 
{cription, from the pen, as we prefume, of the learned editor 
hi nielt, cornmemorative of two family loifes, the molt 
afiliciive that can be conceived. 

The fermons here abridged from bulhop Beverigde are 
taken from the third e2iion of his fermons by Smith, A. p, 
1716. They are 1. On the Bemg of God. From Exod, 
Wt. 14.——2. The Knowledge of Chrift crucified. 1 Cor. i. 
2.—3. The new Creature in Chniflianity. 2 Cor. v. 17, 
—4. God the Objeét of our Love. Pf. xxiii. 25.—5. The 
Strait Gate. Matt. vii. 13.6. The Love of God difplayed 
in Man’s Salvation. John it. 16.—7. Salvation through 
Fear and Trembling. iy i. 12.—8. God ever prefent 
with us. Pi. xvi. 8.—9. The Bleffednels of the Saints. 
Luke xu. 32.—10. The Bitar of Chrift’s Crofs. Galat. 
vi. 14.—11. The happy State of thofe who believe in Chrilt, 
John xx. 29.12. Chrift our Mafler and Lord. John xin. 
13.—135. The Chain of Chriftian Graces. 2 Pet. 1. 5, 6,7. 
—I+. Perpetual rejoicing the Duty of Chriflians. Philipp. 
iV. 4.—15. The Objeft of the-Chriflian’s Meditation. Pi. 
1. 2.—16. Chrift the Way, the Truth, and the Life. John 












































































































































x1v. 6. 
T »thefe are fubjomned ten original fermons of the edi- 
. Y 


sown compofiion, in which are included one preached 
he Sons of the Clergy 18% )3, and one on the tail day 
















. purpofe for ae above feleétion from 
bilhop Beveridge was made, being that of public preaching 
wna parifh church, it will of courle be concluded, that the 
fermons are not fuch as will be found to contain any great 
dilplay of that fuperior learning for which the righe reverend 
author was fo eminent; though itis wellknown, that even on 
fubjeéts the molt curious, and in difcuffions the moft pro- 
found, he had the ha 'PPY talent of writing {fo as to be intelli- 
gible to the loweft apprehenfions. The following extraét may 
afford a good pepmen of the ftyle and manner of the dil- 
courfes which form the body of this volume. It is taken from 
the fitth fermon on Matth. vii. 13) After enlarging on the 
refolution and difcipline neceifary to thole who woul walk in 
the narrow paths of religion and virtue, the preacher wre 
La) 
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« God forbid, that this recital fhould tend to difcourage or 
difpirit any who feek to pleafe their Maker! On the contrary, 
it fhould excite and engage them toa greater care and diligence 
in the profecution of eternal happinefs, © and teach them to com. 
bat aga.ntt the frailty of their corrupt natures with vigour and 
earnettnefs, defiring the approbation of God more than all the 
world befides. And this upon the firm conviction of their fouls, 
that religion is of fuch unfpeakable importance, that our only 
bufinefs and defign in this world is to prepare for another ;° to 
work out our falvation with fear and trembling ; and to walk in 
that narrow path of piety and virtue, that leads to heaven. 

© Such being the tendency of thefe confiderations, let us pro. 
ceed to the inferences to be drawn from the fubject befere us. 

« Let us confider, firft, that though it be fo hard to get to 
heaven, it is yet pofible ; fome thre are, who walk in the way 
of lite; why fhould not we, my beloved brethren, be among 
the number? ‘There are many perfeét and glorious faints of 
God, who’ once were finful creatures on earth like ourfelves; 
they walked in the narrow path; they entered in at the ftrait 
gate; why fhould not we as well as they? .We have natures 
equally capable of happinefs ; the fame feriptures to direét usy 
the fame promifes to aflift us, the fame Holy Spirit to comfort, 
the fame holy ficraments to fupport us. We have the fame Sa. 
viour as they had, and why then may we not attain to their 
bleticdnefs ? It thofe bleflings had been fuch as mercy itfelf 
would not vouchfafe to mortals, then might we indeed defpair ; 
but fecing many of our brethren are already in thofe regions of 
joy, and many more will foftow them, and we are as capable ,of 
coming to them as any others, the difficulty of the way, inftead 
of difcouraging us from endeavouring after the reward, fhould 
make us more diligent in the purfuit of it. God would have all 
men to be faved, and to come to the knowledge of the truth, 
“As I live,’’ faith the Lord, ** I have no pleafure in the death 
of the wicked, but rather that the wicked turn from his way, 
and live; turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will 
ye die, O houfe of Ifrael ?’’? Hence is it, that he hath fent his 
prophets to invite us. ‘* Ho, every one that thirfteth, come ye 
to the waters !’’—Yea, he came down in his own perfon on earth, 
on purpofe to invite us to heaven, and to direét us the way’ thi- 
ther: Come unto me, faid he, all ve that labour, and are heavy 
laden, and I will give you reft. For God fo loved the world, 
that he gave his only begotten fon, that whofvoever believeth in 
him fhould not perifh, but fhould have everlafting life, No ex. 
ception is made againft any perfon whatever; certainly none 
againft ourfelves. It is the wiil, it is the command of God, that 
we all turn from our evil way and live, and that every foul 
of us walk in the narrow way that leadeth to eternal blifs. And 


therefore, if any of us do perish, our blood will be vpon om ove 
ead, 
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heads, our deftruction is from ourfelves ; for it is nothing but 
the perverfenefs of our own hearts that can keep our fouls out of 
heaven, difficult as it may be to arrive thither. God has thewn 
us how defirous he is to receive us, in that he is ftill] pleafed te 
grant us the fpace and means of repentance. For this he conti. 
nues our abode on earth, and Jengchens our tranquillity here ; for 
this he ftill vouchfafes us whatfoever is neceflary, whatfoever is 
conducive to our eternal happinefs. We have his fcriptures, his 
fabbaths, his ordinances, his facraments, his minifters ; we have 
the promife of his Spirit, the merits of his own moft precious 
death and fufferings. And what can the heir of immortality 
with for more? Yet more, and much more than this is vouch. 
fafed us ; te exhorts, commands, intreats us to come unto him 
and be faved, to turn unto him that our fouls may live. In his 
name therefore, and by the mercies of God, we befeech you, that 
ye prefent your bodies a living facrifice, holy, acceptable unto 
Ged, which 1s your reafonable fervice. Strive to enter in at the 
ftrait gate; perfevere to the end of yourlives. Deiift not, tll 
by the mediation of Chrift Jefug, ve are made pofleffors of eter. 
nal glory.’’ P. 68. 


It remains to prefent the reader with a fpecimen of 
the editor’s own fermons annexed to ‘he former. Moft 
of them contain allufions to the prevailing errars of the 
times it has been our fate to live in, and though fome of 
thofe errors feem to have corrected themielves, by the extra- 
vagancies and exceffes they have led to, and therefore the 
world would appear to be lefs in danger trom them than 
heretofore, yet have we not certainly returned to thofe fober, 
rational, and religious principles which diflinguifhed our an- 
ceftors, and which it would be well for the world, if men 
would agree to refume, for the condué, and with a view to 
the happinefs of their own lives, as well as the good of fo- 
ciety. 

In the fourth fermon Mr. Glaffe thus expreffes himfelf as 


to that fad derelittion of principles we have recently had fo 
much occafion to deplore. 


«© Thus faith the Lord, ‘* Afk for the old paths, where is the 
good way, and walk therein.” 

‘« If it be admitted, and I think it may be fairly affumed, 
that at prefent all is not right in the ftate of man—that degene- 
racy and corruption are generally prevalent, and that the moral 
foundations of the earth are out of courfe—if this, I Gy, be ad- 
mitted as a point out of the reach of difpute, then, while we ac- 
knowledge the danger, let us not lofe fight of the courfe we have 
to purfue for fafety. If we have tranfgreffed, let us tread back 
our footfteps gil we dre again in the right way; if a fatal 2 
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for novelty, aud ‘the wicked delufions of the world, the fleh, 
‘and the devil, have drawn us afide from virtue and holinefs, let 
us make firaight paths for our feet; let us at once, with that 
degree of courage and intrepidity which is requifite to carry fuch 
meafures into etteét, refolve on practical and vital reformation, 
lf we have done iniguily, let us do fono more; if we have for. 
gotten the name of our God, and holden up our hands to any 
ftranee God, let us fearch and try our ways, and return unto the 
Lord ; if we have been deceived and mifguided in the new paths 
which inventive folly has firuck out for us, let us blefs God, that 
we may yet, under the guidance of his unerring word, retover 
that right way, which Jeadeth unto everlafting life. If the feri- 
ous evils of which we complain, and which we cannot but feel in 
oyr private as well as focial characters, refult from the adeption of 
new divinity, new morality, new politics, new maxims, cultoms, 
ftudies, manners, habits, the remedy is obvious, would we but 
have recourfe to it; and if we will not, we mutt abide by the 
confequences, however difaftrous; it is ftill in our power to 
make the experiment, and the difficulties which may attend it at 
the outfet will be leffened at every moment, and by degrees will 
altogether vanifh. Let us ‘ afk for the old paths.’’ Rejeét. 
ing the wild fyftems of modern innovation, let us with our full 
fouls return to the old divinity, the old morality, the old poli- 
tics, habits, manners, ftudies, cuftoms, maxims, which rendered 
this our country a praife upon earth; which increafed and multi- 
plied public and private happinefs; under which our forefathers 
walked in the fear of our Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghoft ; under which they paffed through things temporal, and, 
as we humbly truft, arrived, through the mercy of Jefus Chrift, 
at thofe things which are eternal. 

** When the holy Pfalmift {peaks of the Almighty as looking 
down from his heavenly throne on the children of men, what 
does he ftate thofe everlafting eyes as beholding, but evil, the 
refult of tranfgreffion? He faw infidels, plunged in the deepeft 
abyfs of pride, and heard them in the folly of their wicked 
hearts exclaiming, ‘‘ ‘There is no God.’’ He faw fenfualifts and 

rofligates, corrupt and abominable in their doings. And why ? 

hey are all gone out of the way. They have deferted the old 
pe of piety and peace. ‘They have forfaken the Lord—they 

ave cath rt the Holy One of Ifrael to anger—they are gone 
away backward. 

“Even fo is it now in this finful generation. When the 
Lord beholds us from the habitation of his holincfs and of his 
glory, he fees the race of men loft and bewildered in thofe de. 
vious paths, to which they have been conduéted by a few fenfe- 
lefs or fraudulent projeétors, who feem to have ufurped, by the 
confent and acquiefcence of thofe around them, unlimited power 


and dominion over the fentiments and principles of — 
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Phefe men, on furveying the economy of the religious, dolitical, 
and mor: il WO rid, tanec y that they difcover great capabilities of 
imp rove “nt. No iconer do t! icy conceive an idea ot this Na. 
ture, than they begin to put it mto execution: they find the 
wicke s for their own purpofe, willing enough to fecond them— 
and fools, without knowing w herefore, , ready to join in the ery, 
They help every one his neighbour—and every one faith unto his 
brother, ** Be of good courage.’ ‘The work of mifchief goes 
on, and profpers in their hands. ‘The fences made by our fore. 
fathers againit corruption, profanenefs, and infidelity are thrown to 
the ror ind, an d every beait of the fi eld is at libe rly to enter in 
and root up the p ants which virtue and piety had planted. The 

warm and fate ‘ndiy fhelter of religious principles, which at once 
er ‘d + auty and fecurity, 1s cut down; every feller is rifen 
againft 1 with axes and hammers ; and the heart is expofed, 
naked, bleak, and deiencelefs, to the impetuous ftorm. The once 
fertile land, new-modelled by fantattic taite, becomes barren and 
uNnproc luctive— agree able perh, aps to the slaiaail eye of pride, but 
bringing forth no fruit to perfection. Hofpitalit v is facrificed 
to parade—happinefs, overwhelmed by offentation ; piety, confi. 
dered asa fort of frenzy, or elfe fligmatized by fome odious 
name; frie agus joit in artificial polith ; pleafure much talked 
of, but littl Known; and the warm feelin gs of the heart {tifled 
and extinguithe d, to make room tor the di{guiting ceremonials of 
refinement. And, is it thus, can it be ane that reft 1s to be 
fought—is to be expected—tor our fouls? Can this be the good 
way, the old path, which gave peace on earth, and ultimately 
led to heaven é Are not thefe fancied improvements, when 
weighed in the balance of juftice and truth, found wanting in all 
that is pure, all that is honett, all that is lovely ? And yet this 
is the age of Reafon, the age of Retorm, the age of Llumiaation, 
wherein the mifts and delufions of obfolete error are vanifhing 
before the fteady light of philofophy ! Alas, alas, fhall mortal 
man be more juit than God? Shall a man be more wife than 
his Maker? No. They have corrupted themfelves: their {pot 
is not the fpot of his children. They area per:erfe and crooked 
generation.’’ P. 303. 

We fhould undoubtedly have been induced to feleét alfo 
the account given in the 1xth pee, ot the hardihips to 
which numbers of the paroclial clergy are expofed, but we 
had tormerly occafion to make this very extraét in our re- 
view of the fermon when publifhed fing! y, vol. XXII. Pp 
200; it is however well delerving the notice and confidera- 
tion of a candid public. As we do not think that any thing 
more can be necellary to recommend this volume to the 
reader, we fhall not add, either to our {pecimeus or our re- 
marks, but conclude by waihing that the work may be cu 
culated as it deferves. 
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Art. X. An Introduéticn to the Study of Moral Evidence > 
or that Species of Reafs ning which relates to Matters of Fatt 
and Practice. Wey ‘h an Appendix , on dD. hati ‘ng for i, 
pry, and not for Truth. By James Fdward Cambier, M.A. 
Reétor of Longley, Kent, and Chaplain to the Right Hon. 
Lord Barbam, 8vo. 163 pp. os. Gd.  Rivingtons. 
1806. 


pHs isan effay, written ina fimple and perfpicuous ityle, 
to’ aflift youth in judging correétly of the ordinary 
events and occurrences of life: ‘The author obferves that, 

in our public {chools and univerfities, the reafoning powers 
of our young men are folely employed about matters of 
abfiract {cience, and confe ‘quently receive very little pre- 
aration for forming yuft conclufions relative to the aftions 
and charatters of men. To this defett mm our education is 
afcribed, ina great mealure, that practic. il ignorance of ours 
felves and others, through which, in our * early years, we 
become a prey to the di Jufions ot paffion and the power of 
fophiftry. A treatife, therefore, explaining, in fimple lan- 
guage, the piinciples of moral evidence, and colle€ing inta 
one view the circumflances which ought to be adverted to 
and weighed betore judgment is pronounced, was much 
wanted; and Mr. Gambier has merited well of his coun 

trymen, by direéting his ability and experience to that ufefu. 
purpoie, 

His volume confifts of five chapters; the firft of which 
1S employ ed to explain the nature of moral eviden: e, and to 
point out wherein it differs from demonftration, It 1s 
defcribed to be that fpecies of proof upon which our belief 
is founded in all fubjecis that do not sd of demonftration. 
It differs from demonftration therefore with refpekt to its 
fubjeét ; in the manner in which moral reafoning is con- 
ducted; in the degree of certainty which it is “fitted to 
produce; in the nature of the language employed; in the 
power which demonftration poffefles to compe! aflent; and 
wm feveral other particulars, which the anthor enumer: tes 

The fecond chapter treats of the different kinds of incall 
evidence, and of the degree of credit, which is ufually 
given to each. Perfonal * obfervation, which Mr, Gambier 
confiders as the firft kind of moral evidence, confilts, he 
lays, of the. general conclufions that have bee n deduced 
trom various fubjetis of the fame kind. 


“« The f{pecific faéts, which are the fubjects of our obfervation, 
are all of them individuals; and taken feparately, furnith us with 
re 
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no other knowledge, than that of their own exiftence. But, 
when we compare together the obfervations which we have made 
on different facts of the fame kind, we are enabled to diaw from 
them general conclufions, which are ap plicable to particular cafes, 
"The nature of thofe concieiinens the way in which they are de. 
duced, and the manner of applying them to particular cafes, va. 
ries according to the nature of the fubjeéts obferved.”’ P. 12, 


This is perfeGily juft ; but it is a defeription not of what 
can properly be called ob fervation, but of induéfion, or that 
att of the mind by which general conclufions are e formed 
from obfervations made by ourfelves and others on various 
fubjeéis of the fame kind. Itis the Baconran logic, and if 
the induétion could be made complete, it would be evidence 
as ineliflible as any demonftration conduéted in the moit 
legitimate mood and figure of the A rifiotelian {yNogifms. 
The fecond {pecies of moral evidence is teftimony, which 
the autho a after hs Reid, confiders as operating at firft by 
a fort of infliné m This, we think, cannot be true; for as 
men do not veal by inflinét, it feems inconceivable that by 
anfiiné? they thould {peak truth rather than falfehood. The 
evidence of tefllimony is however entitled to as much credit 
as if it operated inflinétively ; for by the very manner in 
which children are taught to {peak, they are neceffarily taught 
to {peak éruth, or, in other words, to exprefs their own no- 
tions of things by the words, which are employed for that 
purpole inthe language of their country. A child, who has 
unttormly heord the tafle of fugar called /weet, and that of 
vinegar for fe is in no danger, after he has acquired the ufe 
of {peech, of effrming that vinegar is /weet, and {ugar four; 
and mm sired of time the naines of thele different ‘talles 
come to be fo aflociated with their re{pettive fenfations, 
that the one cannot, in the mind, be fe parated from the other. 
But this lubjett is fo fully treated in the works to which 
Mr. G. refers ot the bottom of the page, that it is fuper- 
fluous to enter further into it here, 
The third {fpecies ot mora! ev idence, according to this 
author, ‘os that by which we learn from others thofe genes 
ral conclufions which they have deduced by the obferva- 
tion of a variety of faéts of the fame kind ;’’ but when 
we learn trom others the mere conclufions which they have 
ecduced trom obfervation, this fpecies of evidence feems to 
be comprehended under the lormer. There is nothing dif- 
ferent in the two cafes, except in this circumftance, that the 
information communicated by teflimony, properly fo called, 
1s Sapubied to conlill only of taéis, whereas, in the other, 
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we are prefented both with the faéts and the corollaries 
which the narrator has deduced from them. When the hif- 


on tory of an experiment in philofophy is given by the perfon 
ss who conduéted it, we are put in poffeffion of all the evi- 
“ig dence which fuch a cafe admits, and which muil certainly 
"4 be eftimated by the flandard according to which teltimony 


| in general is eftimated and appreciated. But when a ge- 
neral conclufion is ftated, without the faéts from which it is 
formed, we cannot be faid to be prefented with evidence at 


d all. ; . ; 
The other kinds of moral evidence are general notoriety, 


{ report, tradition, analogy, and inference from faéts. 
, The third chapter contains general direétions relating to 
| moral reafoning. ‘hefe are arranged under four different 


claffles. The firft refpeéis the perfonal qualifications of the 
difputant, which are the poffeifion of fixed principles of 
evidence ; a habit of enquiring after a ftandard, and of re- 
aTing every thing to its end; with clear and precife rules 
of judgment. 

The fecond clafs of dire€tions is intended to affift us in 
determining whether we ought to engage in any particular 
difcuflion. In order to this we are to confider if the quef- 
tion be worth examining, whether it will admit of a free 
difcuffion, and be capable of a fatisfattory decifion; above 
every thing, we ought to afcertain whether or not we are 
competent to the difcuffion. 

Having refolved to try our flrength, we are in the third 
place to give attention to the following inflruétions. Ex- 
amine whether the queftion be clearly and fairly ated; form 
as clear ideas of it as poffible; confider what kind of evi- 
dence the fubje& admits ; confider all the arguments on both 
fides; if both fides be equal, fufpend the judgment. There 
are many other direétions of this fort, but we are difpofed to 
think that few perfons can ftand in need of them. They 
are certainly very juit and well-meant, but withall fo obvious 
that they muft occur to the very youngelt reafoners. 

The fourth clafs of dire€tious s for determining the 
weight of an argument, or the prob vility of an event. It 
is a hard tafk to give rules for weigising arguments, as their 
effet will always be determined by the ftate of the perfon’s 
mind to whom they are addrefled. He who attacks, and he 
who defends a thefis, particularly if it be fuch as to awaken 
the paffions, will have very different fcales for weighing 
their contending arguments. 

It is not lefs difficult, in praftice, to determine the degree 
ef probability that any particular event hall happen; be- 
caufe 
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canfe experience, which is the only ground of conjeéture jq 
this cafe, cannot fuppply any individual with a fifficient 
number of inftances of a thing happening in the fame cir- 
cumiftances, to form a bafis for a general indu&ion. Ip 
theory, however, where much is prefumed, and the affift. 
ance of experience fuperfeded, fomething may be faid in 
the likenefs of arule. For example, what follows. 


‘© When any particular event is expeéted, the probability that 


it fhail happen is to be afcertained by confidering how much of., 


tener it has already happened in fimilar circumflances than it has 
failed. ‘Lhus, if an event have three chances for its happening, 
and two for its failing, the fum of which being five, the fraction 3 
will be the probability of its happening, and ? of its failing.’ 
Or generally, ‘ the denominator of the fraction expreffes the 
whole number of events obferved, ‘and the numerator the number 
obferved to happen in a particular way.’’ 


We give the author much credit for his ingenuity, and 
think that whenever a young man 1s in a.mood to fhow his 
prudence, he will be much affifted by the dire€étions con. 
tained inthis chapter. 

The fourth may is compofed of fpecial dire€tions te- 
lating to each kind of moral evidence; and the fifth treats 
of the different Kinds of evidence of which different fubjeéts 
admit. 

Upon a retrofpeflive view of the nature and degree of 
that evidence upon which we aét in the general intercourje 
of life, we become doubtful of the efficacy of rules and 
maxims to conquer paflion and confirmed habits, or to coms 
bat the delufions of intereft and inclination. The mind of 
man is of fo intricate and complicated a ftru€ture, that he him- 
felf cannot analyze it, or trace its operations to the primary 
impulfe. The feat of volition is concealed from the inqui- 
fitive eye of philofophy. She but gueffes at its laws. 
Motives which have great influence upon our aétive powers 
fometimes arife from aflociations or habits of which we. do 
not remember the origin. In common life education, pre- 
judice, vices, and ¢aprice, combine to modify our views of 
aftion and charatier. The radical cure, therefore, for that 
malady of the human mind, which this author labours to re- 
move, is that general difcipline of religion and morality 
which amends the heart, and eftablifhes candour: and ho- 
nefty of principle. It is plain, notwithftanding, that fome- 
thing may be done by the means which Mr. G. employs; 
and when the reader has perufed the followmg remarks with 
whichthis little volume is concluded, we think he will — 
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vith us in recominénding it as a valuab‘e addition to the h- 
braries of thofe youths who are yet unhackneyed in the 


ways of the world. 


«1, From the whole of this work it will appear, that expe. 
rience is the great teft of probability, and the grand principle on 
which all moral reafoning muft proceeed, either in the attainment 
of knowledge, or in the regulation of practice. But then it 
fhould be obferved, that experience furnifhes only the materials 
of knowledge ; and that great {kill is neceflary to make a proper 
ule of them. The object of this tract is to facilitate the ac. 
quirement of that fkill, by thewing how our obfervations are to 
be conducted in- attaining a knowlege of things ; and how ex- 
perience is to be employed in determining the probability of 
events, and in regulating our credit in the teftimony and ob- 
fervations of others. 

9. As expericnce is the great foundation.of moral evidence, 
a kilful ufe of moral reafoning cannot be acquired, ull a later 
period of life than of demonitration ; becaufe, a confiderable 
time muit have elapfed, before we are furnithed with proper ma- 
terials (by which) to form our judgments. Hence anfes the 
recefity of fubmitring to the judgment of thofe of our elders, 
who have no intereft but in our welfare. And, hence, young 
men, eyen of great abilities, both natural and acquired, who re. 
ject the counfel of their feniors, often make fuch ferious miitakes, 
aslay the foundation of bitter, but unavailing repentance. 

“3. It fhould be remembered, that orrors sn judgment on 
practical queftions, are not innecent, unlefs they are inevitable. 
For, we have received our talents from our Creator, for the di- 
rection of our conduct, and are refpontible to him tor a fair ufe 
of them, But wedo nor ufe them fairly, when we aflume the 
liberty of farming our judgments according to our inclinations, 
or prefent intereits; when we neglect or pervert thofe rules for 
diftinguithing truth from error, which are eftablifhed on the ge. 
neral experience of mankind; or, when’ we implicitly adopt 
the opinions, or follow the advice of thofe, who are as unin. 
formed as we are, or are interefted to deceive us. We can never 
indeed be faid to ufe them fairly, unlefs we improve the oppor. 
tunities which we enjoy, to prepare our minds for a juft deci. 
hon of practical queftions ; and when we proceed to decide them, 
apply fairly and fteadily thofe principles of reafoning, which 
alone can conduet us to a right conelufion.”’ 

“4. Laftly, the foundett principles of morality are of little 
wie, without a juft application of them; and to apply them 
jutiy, it is neceffary to form an accurate view of fats and cir. 
cumftances. Such a view we cannot form, without a competent 
knowledge, anda fair application of the principles of moral evi. 


dences But, if a man be igaorant of thefe principles, or, if 
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knowing them, he negle¢t or pervert them, fo as to give credit 
to mere affertions, or ex.parte evidence on one fide, while he 
withholds his affent from the ftrongeft evidence, which the na: 
ture of the fubject admits, on the other; if, like a difputant 
for victory, and not an enquirer after truth, he allow himfelf to 
difpute, or explain away maxims founded on general obferva. 
tion, or notorious truths, merely on account of the difficulty 
which there muft always be of collecting compulfive proof of 
them, the beft moral principles will not preferve him from a 
condu& injurious to focsety, and the more injurious, in proportion 
to the weight of his charatter.’’ 


The queftion difcuffed in the Appendix to this traé, is 
of great importance ; and the danger, as well to the difpu- 
tant himfelf as to his audience, of contending for vi€tory, 
and not for truth, is placed in feveral itriking points of view, 
which we truft wil have a due effet on the mind of the 
youthful reader. a 








Art. XI. A Letter addreffid to Samuel Whitbread, Eff. 
M.P. In Confequence of the unqualified Approbation ex 
preffed by him in the Houfe of Commons, of Mr. Lancafter's 
Syjtem of Education; the religious Part of which is bere /oewn 
to be incompatible with the Safety of the Eftablifoed Church, 
and, in ils Tendency, anager 28 of Chriftianity itfelf. Ins 
cluding alfa fome curfory Obfervations on the Claims of thé 
Iri/h Romanijfis, as they affec? the Safety of the Eftablifoed 
Church. By Jehn Bowles. Efq. 8vo. 64 pp. Hatchard, 
&c. London; Meyler, Bath. 1807. 


4 hots important matter of this letter, as well as our re- 
fpeét for the fervices which Mr. Bowles has rendered to 
his country by his writings, demanded from us a much more 
early notice. But accidents without number control Re- 
viewers, as well as other men of bufinefs; and they, cam 
apologize for feeming neglect, only by a prompt attention 
to their duty whenever it 1s a€tually in their power. 

The defign, lately agitated, of eftablifhing /chools in every 
parifh throughout Englend and Wales, required long and 
patient deliberation; aud four fhort months, during which 
the attention of the legiflature was occupied by matters 
finguiariy important (among which was,'a change of the 
peor Jaws in general) would turely have been inadequate he 
th 
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the. due arrangement of this important ti, ‘With great 
fatisfaction, therefore, we found the completion of it poft- 
ned: and, inthe mean while, difcuffions like this before 
as will doubtlefs contribute moft effentially to the improve- 
ment of the plan. 
The introductory part of this letter muft be placed before 
eur readers : 


6 SIR, 


«¢ As.the grand defign of education is to qualify youth for the 
ftations which they-are refpectively to occupy in after-life, it 
may, I truft, be confidered as a moft aufpicious circumftance for 
this country, that it is a prominent feature of the plan which 
you lately prefented to the Houfe of Commons for the regulation 
of the Poor Laws, to make the education of the children of the 
lower claffes a national and a legiflative object. 1 hope, Sir, 
that in the purfuit of this objet you will have the true defign 
ofeducation, as above defcribed, conftantly in view, and make it 
your endeavour to furnifh the inferior orders with fuch inftruc. 
tion, both in kind and. degree, and no other, as will be cal- 
culated to render them ufeful members of fociety, in the humble 
rank in which it has pleafed Providence to place them. But in 
the fpeech by which you introduced your propofed meafure to 
the notice of Parliament, I fawfomething which I cannot but 
confider as affording juft caufe for alarm. In that fpeech you 
we reported to have beftowed uugualified praife on Mr. Lan- 
cafter’s fyftem of education, and even to have expreffed a hope, 
that this fyftem will gradually be introduced into general praétice. 
The excellence of the mechanical part of this fyftem, in affording 
moft extraordinary facilities for inftruction, no one is more dif. 
poled than myfelf to admit; though I mutt here be allowed to 
obferve, that Mr. Lancafter ftrangely neglects to acknowledge the 
obligations which he is under to the Rev. Dr. Bell, who is certainly 
Se parent of the fyftem; and alfo that the very excellence of 
thefyftem, in affording fuch facilities for inftruction, {ees to impofe 
the necefliry of great caution, left it hhould operate as a di/gualifi- 
cation, rather than a qualification, for the duties of the induftrious 
poor. But the religious part of the fyftem, which is almoft the 
only es that Mr. Lancafter has not borrowed from Dr. Bell, I 
have long confidered as liable to the moft ferious and weighty ob- 
jeCtions ; and it is well known, that perfons of diftinguifhed 
eminence for their talents and ufefulnefs view it in the fame 
light. It is true, you did not fpecifically advert to Mr, Lan- 
safter’s fyftem of education, as it regards religion; but as you 
applied the term digetry to thofe perfons by whom it had been 
epreted, it muft be prefumed that you had in contemplation 
that pare of it which relates td religious inflruction, when yeu 
Vetowed unqualified approbation upon the whole,”’ P. 1. 
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The author now proceeds to examine Mr, Lancafler 

plan, which propofes to in el lude all denominations of pre. 
Sef Mpine Chriftians ; and he maintams, that it is “* hi hy SS 
je -ctionable in a religious, a moral, and a Bilitves! view,” 
The author's reafonings on thefe three points do° not admit 
of a regular abridgement ; but we earneftly recommend them 
to yeneral attention; and we doubt not that they will convince 
every impartial reader, that a fyftem of national education 
(including religious inflrution) muft tend either to the 
fecurity or the deftruétion of the national church; and 
confequently, of the flare; and therefore that, bets edy- 
Cation is made a national concern, the youth who partake of its 
benefits ought to be educated in the national church, Of this 
principle, we truft that our legiflators will not hereafter fhow 
them elves unmindful. 

Mr. Bowles fets torth alfo, mof truly, the mifchiefs 
produced by itinerary dillenting preachers ; and by the 
want of churches in the eflabliihment, proportioned to the 
immenfe imereale of the population. This is a mo im. 
portant confideration; and we cannot forbear to exprels our 
wonder that it has fo lo: ag been overlooked. 

Concerning the * a¢iual fate of Leland,” and the very 
increaling. proportion of Remanifls, we find here inform- 
ation nota little alarming. The falfe and infidious term 
eathelte emanc ipasion 1s reprobated with that indignation which 
xt inay jelly excite in any reafonable-mind, 

From p. 5+ to the end, Mr. Bowles examines “ the mea- 
fure which led toa difmiffion of the late Minifters from bis 
Maje ‘ty’s Councils.” This, as well as the preceding portion 
of his letter, is entitled tothe ferious confideration of alf 

foyal fubjects within the United Kingdom. 


eee a ae ee 





Ant. XII. The Dire&or, a Weekly Literary Journal, cm- 
faining, I. Efjays on Subject s of Literature, the Fine Arts, 
ard Manners. U1. Bibl iographi iana, Account eof rare and 
curious Books, and of the Bosk Sales in this Country, from the 
Clofe of the Seventeenth Century. Ml, foyal ‘Tepitution, 

Analyfes of the Lectures deliver td weekly. IV. Brits Gal- 
lery, De riptio n of the principal Piétures exhibited fer Sait, 
with the Names of the Purchajers. Vol. 2.  8¥0- 
Ls. Hatchard. 1807. 


N a former Review we have given an account of the firk 
Volume of this work, The fecond, continued b the 


fume hands, has the fame fpirit, and Communicates imilat 
inte 
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Jntereft and entertainment. We truft that it is not brought 
toa final conclufion, but that another feafon may prompt 
the fame individuals either to continue the Director, or in 
fome other form or name, to commence a\new work ‘with 
the fame object. Left, however, this hope thould fail, we 
fhall give, as a fpecimen of this volume, the concluding 
aper, in which they who are fo difpofed to exercife their 
agacity, may probably dilcover who were principally con- 
cerned in this work. 


« After thefe introduory obfervations, I proceed te fate, 
that I have difcovered an infallible criterion of detecting au- 
thots, by inflexions and gradations of ftile and manner, which 
though unknown to themfelves, and therefore incapable of dif- 
guife and concealment, are as infeparably and inftin¢tively pro. 

r to each of them, as his own exiftence, In communicating 
this difcovery, my modetty will not fuffer me to expatiate fully 
onthe application of it to literary purpofes ; as to the dete¢tion 
of Junius, or of the author of the Heroic Epiftle:—to political 
objects, as afcertaining the writer of any fpeech in Parliament, 
whether it was compofed by the orator’s tutor, or by the tutor’s 
curate; or toacts of charity, as the developing the real charaéter 
and condition of a begging correfpondent, But I cannot help 
tequefting the reader, for a moment to reflect, what would be the 
advantage to fociety, and what the degree of fincerity and plain 
dealing between man and man, if from private letters, we could 
find out actual fentiments and intentions; and if we could enable 
members of Parliament and their conftiruents, Minifters and their 
“dependents, beauties and their lovers, reciprocally to underftand 
each others real meanings and motives, aud whether it would 
not put an end to that ~rooked policy and double dealing, which 
has done fo much mifchief among us, and go fome way to reftore 
the golden age of truth and virtue upon earth. ; 

‘* I now proceed to give evidence of the intrinfe value of my 
difcovery, by informing you, not only who are the writers of 
the papers in the Director, but what is the character, fituation, 
and private hiftory of each of them; trufting that you will. do 
me the juftice to declare, how far. my information is correct, by 
whatever art, black or white, you may fuppofe it to be ob. 
tained, And in the firft place, as to your papers, No. 2, on the 
caufes: which have impeded the progrefs of antient art; No. 11, 
on the Gaelic Poems in Ireland, and No. 19, containing parallels 
between art and fcience, though with varying fignatures, 1 trace 
in them all, the fame peculiarities of manner, and the fame proof 
of identity. Idifcover that they are written by a perfon, bearing 
at an early period of life, the bloom, the flowers, and the fruits 
of genius; who, having diftinguifhed himfelf even in boyhood 
for {uperiority of fcience, was called to an clevaied and ss x 
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able philofophical fituation, at an age when many begin theig 
ftudies. Courted and beloved as he is in private life, and fillin 
with honour to himfelf, and benefit to the public, appointments 
which very few at any period of life might venture to afpire 
to, I perceive that he retains an undiminifhed attachment to 
fcience and literature, together with pie fimplicity and mo. 
defty of manners. In the author of your two papers on the 
connection between genius and patronage, and of three papers of 
anecdotes of eminent antient artifts, I perceive a long and fuc. 
cefsful attention to claflic learning, and a critical fkill in the 
Greek and Latin authors: I fee the effects of a life affiduouly 
devoted to literary refearch, and the advantages of an acute and 
difcriminating mind. Asall this, however, appears on the face of 
the compofitions, and may be vifible to any attentivecye, I take 
no merit from the ftatement of it. But my peculiar art has beer 
employed in tracing the domeftic hiftory of this gentleman ; and 
in endeavouring to appreciate the bleflings which he derives from 
the happy conneétion which he formed in early life: and I have 
reflected with a warm intereft, on the providential interference 
under which (wounded by deceit and treachery, the particulars 
of which, were I to read more of his works, I could eafily trace) 
his health has been preferved, his literary labours relieved, and 
his fpirits and his powers of mind invigorated, by connubial ate 
tention and affection, by focial intercourfe, and by the attachment 
of his friends. 
Your two papers on anticnt works of art (No. 17 and 18) 

uzzled me a little at firft. I find, however, they are written 
ty a young clergyman, who has devoted his life to parochial and 
domeftic duties: and | have difcovered that his labours are not 
confined to the mere formal and public offices of the church :— 
that he allows no diftrefled or ignorant perfon in his parifh to be 
neglected or forgotten; but carries religious comfort, friendly 
advice, and temporal relief, to all his neceffitous and afflitted 
neighbours ; at the fame time attracting in numbers, the liftlefs and 
unheeding, to the temple of God, and to his moft folemn fer- 
vice, not only by public exhortation, but by private inftruc- 
tion and perfonal attention— 


© Wins ftraying fouls with modefty again ; 
Cafts none away. 


*¢ The three papers on the ftru&ture of our theatres, and on 
the ballet of the fiege of Troy, I will venture to fay are write 
ten by a gentleman, who to an improved and cultivated tafte 
nites a zcal for the fine arts, and a very enviable power of fofs 
tering and protecting them; who not only ranks with the fciens 
tific amateur in the fludy of the principles of defign, but rivalé 
the profeffed artift in detail and execution. 1 can fee in minute 
and almoft invifible marks, the warm glow of a mind,’ —e 
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tated and flimulated by the contemplation of the claffic remains 
of antiquity, in the genial foil which gave them birth, Happy 
will it be for England, when our educated and opulent coun. 
trymen fhall generally imitate his example, and direct ‘the ad. 
vantages which they derive from foreign travel, to the encou. 
ragement of their own artifts, and to the promotion of fcience, 
literature, and the arts, in our beloved and refpeéted country. 

« Jn your paper, No. 3, on the Coloffal Statue of Achilles, I 
trace the production of a female mind, eminently converfant in 
works of tafte, and animated by filialpiety. It is however, or 
my {kill deceives me, intermixed with touches of another, and 
not a female hand. The feparation and diftin@ion of the parts 
I might atchieve by labour; but I hall forego, or at leaft delay 
the attempt, from a with not to trefpafs too much on your time, 
or on that of your readers. 

‘ «Your 13th paper, on the moral effects of mufic, I pronounce 
to be an infulated produétion. You would have done better, 
Mr. Direftor, and have afforded more pleafure to your readers, 
if you had given us, inftead of one, many fpecimens from his 
hand; and at the fame time you would have leflened my difficulty 
in decyphering the genius, character, und hiftory of this writer.’ 


In this manner the author goes on, conveying, with much 
ingenuity, a panegyric on his friends, under the vehicle of 
his pretended correfpondent’s difcoveries. The ftyle is 
lively, and the commendations, if not partial, very valuable. 

Thefe two volumes are an -elegant addition to periodical] 
works of the kind, with moft of which they may falely enter 
into competition, as far as good writing, variety of pleafing 
information, and ingenuous motives are involved. 
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Art. 19, Wild Flowers; or Paftoral and Local Poetry. By 
Robert Bloomfield, Author of the Farmer’s Boy and Rural Tales, 
tamo. 4s. 6d. WVernor and Hood, &c. 1806. 


Robert Bloomfield is fairly and juftly eftablithed as a poet of 
nature for rural fubjeéts ; and, as he difplays in his writings not 
lef of good difpofition than of native genius, we are dochly hagey 
t+ give him all the encouragement in our power, ‘This little 
¥olume contains only eleven poems, the chief part of which are 


fort, Lhe lait, and molt confiderable among them, entitled 
i «« Good 
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**« Good Tidings, or News from the Farm,’’ has been feparately 
printed, and received our commendations in that form*, The 
fubject of it is the falutary and important difcovery of Dr, Jen. 
ner, which the author has rendered poetical, by interweaving 
very interefting facts relating to the ravages of the {mall pox ; 
and particularly fome in which his own family and relations 
were fufferers by it, This poem is now extended and improved, 
Simplicity, and a juft reprefentation of rural manners, with 
athos and ufcful morality, are the chara¢teriftics of thefe poems; 
in which the author, with the foundeft good fenfe, as well as mo- 
deftv, attempts only to deferibe thofe incidents, and charaéters 
which are perfonally familiarto him. His heroes and heroines, 
though taken from lower life, are interefting and infrudtive; 
and we have no doubt that they will be, as he hopes, ‘ almot 
inftinétively relifhed,’’ not only by female readers, but by all 
who have an unvitiated tafte, The courthhip of Abner and the 
widow Jones, in the firft ballad, will pleafe and intereft, from 
the honeft and tender feelings of the parties defcribed. Still 
more emivently are the fame fenfations called forth in the tale of 
‘€ the Broken Crutch ;’”* in which a poor but worthy man is 
roufed to virtuous indignation, by the fufpicion of a defign te 
feduce his niece , which however proves unfounded, and the tale 
ends like Pamela, only without any difgraceful attempts on the 
part of the fquire. ‘he ftyle of narrative employed in this tale 
ss eafy and animated. ‘* The Horkey’”’ is a ballad reprefentin 
Suffolk manners. But the little poem entitled, ‘* to my old O 
Table’ will particularly intereft thofe who feel for the poet 
himfelf, by defcribing his own circumftances and feelings in a 
manner which cannot fail to excite regard, and even affection for 
him. The following paflage, defcribing his recovery from a 
dangerous illnefs, is peculiarly ftriking. 


‘* Still, Refignation was my deareft friend, 
And Reafon pointed to a glorious end ; 
With anxious sighs, a parent’s hopes and pride, 
J wifh’d to live I truft I could have died ! 
But winter's clouds purfu'd their ftormy way, 
And March brought funthine with the length’ning day, 
And bade my heart arife, that morn and night 
Now throbb’d with irrefiftible delight. 
Delightful ’twas to leave difeafe behind, 
And teel the renovation of the mind ! 
To lead abroad upborne on Pleafure’s wing, 
Our children, midit the glories of the fpring ; 
Our fellow-fufferers, our only wealth, 
To gather daitics in the breeze of health ! 











* Vol. xxsv. p. 314. 
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*Twas then, too, when our profpects grew fo fair, 
And Sabbath bells announc’d the morning pray’r ; 
Beneath that vaft gigantic dome we bow’d, 

That lifts its flaming crofs above the cloud ; 

Had gain’d the centre of the chequer’d floor ;— 
That inftant, with reverberating roar 

Burft forth the pealing organ———mute we ftood ;— 
The ftrong fenfation boiling through my blood, 
Rofe in a ftorm of joy, allied to pain, 

I wept, and worfhipp’d Gop, and wept again ; 

And felt, amidit the fervot of my praife, 

The {weet affurances of better days.”” P. 25, 


We could with pleafure dwell longer on thefe poems, but we 
have doubtlefs faid enough to attract attention to them, and when 
they are known there is little doubt of their being approved, 


Art,14. An Elegy on the Death of Henry Kirke White, who 
died at St. Fobn’s College, Cambridge, O@ober 19, 1806. 


This tribute of friendfhip, ptobably from fome brother ftudent, 
isa firft poetical attempt. It has no claim to originality of fens 
timent, but indeed what new can be faid of fuch a fubjeét, but 
among feveral feeble ftanzas, fome are elegant and good.—See for 
example, p. Qs 


Art.15. The Seafons in England. Defcriptive Poems. Ry the 
Rev. William Cooper Taylor, A.M. 12mo. 43. Carpen- 
ter. 1806. 


The author of this little volume introduces himfelf to the 
reader with fo much modefty and diffidence, that it would exclude 
from usevery term of harfhnefs, if it were our difpofition to ufe them, 
or indeed if his publication warranted it. But this is not the cafe, 
he has demonftrated himfelf a diligent obferver of nature, and has 
defcribed what he has obferved in eafy and elegant verfes This 
the following example will prove. 


‘* Slow whifp’ring through the filent vifta’s fhade 
The arm-clafp’d fair and faithful Damon rove, —! 
Glows her warm cheek, foft fighs the melting maid, 
As the bleft youth extorts the pledge of love. 


** Cool light-wing’d breezes o’er the meadows fweep 
And ruffet fhades precede approaching night ; 
Refrefhing dews o’er all the oe creep, 
And Cynthia’s lamp pours round a lambent light, 


** The new made rick with fragrance fills the gale 
That ruftling gently ftirs the trembling leaves, 
And fcatter’d lights illume the fhady vale, 


Where wreathed {moke from chimnies wave. 
Z “ Yon 


BRIT, CRIT, VOL, XXX, OCT, 18076 
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Yon rill, flow murmuring down the rocky fteep, 
With lulling found the paflions foothes to reft, 
As in the tranquil lake her waters fleep, 
Like forrow foft reclin’d on Pity’s breaft. 


“© Nor thall I now regret the city air, 
Though gay Vauxhall bid all her magic rife, 
Her my riad lamps, arcades, and glitt’ring fair, 
Her warbled {trains, and thoufand fparkiing eyes, 


This hour of meditation and repofe 
Suggefts, how foon thefe feenes muft pafs away! 
As foon man’s morning, noon, and eve, muft clofe! 
The happiett lite is bat a fammer’s day !”’ 


Aart. 16. Mufcal Dramas, with Sel: Poems and Balladiy By 
John Rennie. 8v0. 7s. Allen. 1807. 


That there is a confiderable degree of poetical fecling and tafe 
in this collection will fufliciently appear trom the tollowing 


MONODY WRITTEN NEAR THE GRAVE. OF MISS SUSANNA Wilke 
LOX, IN 8ST. NICHOLAS’ ABBEY CHURCH-YARD, OLD ABERe 
DEEN, 


‘© Here cold in Duft, her beautcous Form is [aid 
Whofe native Worth to fair Perfection rofe ; 

Soft be thy peaceful Slumber, gentle Maid, 
And facred be the Scene of thy Repofe. 


Chafte Pity oft will draw her weeping Throng 
To view the Spot where fair Sufanna lies ; 
And meek-ey’d Melancholy tarry long, 
While fond Remembrance pours her Grief in Sighs. 


And here the Lark her terder Young thall rear, 
And earlieft wake the Chorus of the Skies, 
And nourifh’d by a Lover’s frequent Tear, 
The vernal Flow’rs of Spring more lovely rife. 


The Lily here fhall droop its fnewy Bell, 
Its purple Bloom the modeft Violet heat s 

Each forrowing Warbler haunt the Poplar pale, 
And Dee fhall flow in plaintive Murmurs near. 


And here the gentle Form of Love fhall mourn, 
And Friendjhip’s lacid Eyes diffolve in Tears, 
Till holy Faith and Refignation turn 


The Hope of weeping $ Sorrow to the Spheres.” P. 259+ 


~ 
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POLITICS, 


Axt.17. Speech of the Right Hononrable Vifcount Howick in the 
Honfe of Commons, on Thurfday, March 26th, 1807. Stating 
the Circumfances which ted to the Change of Adminiffration, 
The Third Edition, 8vo. FBypp, Gd. Ridgway. 1807. 


In order accurately to comprehend the circumftances detailed 
ia this Speech, and to judge how far it is a vindication of the 
noble Lord who is faid to have delivered it, the reader cannot do 
better than to compare it with the * Speech of Lord Sidmouth, 
which has already come under our review, The queftion, fo 
far as it affects the conduét of the late Minifters, in the intro- 
duétion of the Bill, called * the Catbolic Bill, feems to lie 
within a narrow compafs. A legiflative meafure is recommended, 
or propofed to be recommended to Parliament, by his Majeity’s 
Minifters (as fuch) with the permiffion indeed, but with the re. 
luétant + and conditional permiflion of their Sovereign. In contem. 
plating their propofed meafure thofe Minifters think proper to 
extend it far beyond the condition upon which alone they had 
obtained his Majefty’s confent. In what manner was fo ma- 
terial a charge communicated to the King, who had exprefsly 
declared againft fuch an extenfion? Not (as one fhould have 
fuppofed) by a converfation, or a minute direétly ftatin 
the difference between the Act of 1793 and the Bill propofed, 
with the motives -for fuggefting an extenfion of the for. 
mer, contrary to his Majefty’s > Kersten opinion; but (if we 
rightly underftand this fpeech) merely by fending to his Majefty 
a copy of a difpatch to the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, defcribing 
the toy net of the Bill in general terms, with a copy of the 
claufes intended to be introduced. . Confidering the multiplicity 
of papers laid before the King, we cannot think fuch a notifi. 
cation fufficient. His Majefty having already expreffed a fixed 
determination not to go beyond the Irith A&, might probably 
rely on his Minifters that they would not vary from that meafure 
at leaft that they would not enlarge its provifions without his 
previous and exprefs confent. Even Lord Howick, the pro. 
pounder of the meafure in queftion, admits that, “‘he bad not 
him/felf Sufficiently attended to the diftin@ions between it ond the Irife 
42.’’ How then was it to be expected that the K ing, in the variety 





* See Brit. Crit. Vol. XXIX. p. 687, 

+ In the Speech before us, it is faid, ‘* his Majefty ex- 
preffed a reluétant but a pofitive affent.’’ In ove fenfe this affer- 
tion may be accurate; but from Lord Sidmouth’s ftatement it 
@ppears that this affent was exprefsly limited to provifions corref- 
ponding with the Lrith ftatute of 1793. . 
Z 2 | 
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of bufinefs often fubmitted to him, would immediately be aware 
of the eflential difference between them. This circumftance 
feems to account for the difpatch being returned (as the noble 
lord ftates) ** without comment or objeétion."’ Indeed the fubfe. 
quent converfation after the Levee, makes this point fui. 
ciently clear. In thatconverfation, it is admitted a ** general 
diflike and difapprobation of thé meafure’’ was exprefled; but 
the noble Lord underftood his Majeity ftill to have given “a 
reluétant confent, or rather not to have withdrawn the con. 
fent originally given.”” Here arofe the fecond mifunderftand. 
ing ; ind we cannot but think ‘that, as, in the firft inftance, 
the change in the intended meafure fhould have been more dire&ly 
and exprefsly imparted ro the King, fo from the diflike and difap. 
probation fignified by his Majefty, fo foon as he was aware of rt, 
his difent might and ought to have been inferred, unlefs there 
had been an caprefs declaration to the contrary. As to the fab. 
fequent occurrences, and the pledge fo ftrongly objected to, we 
cannot help being of opinion that the firft pledge was required by 
Minitters themfelves, of their Sovereign, and naturally pro. 
duced the requifition made to them. : 

Thefe are our fentiments on the mafter contained in this Speech. 
The language and manner we readily adinit, appears temperate 
and refpecttul, as applied to his Majefty. Did we not know the 
Fpirit of party, we fhould not, from the Speech before as, have 
anticipated the fteps that followed. 


Arr. 18. A Letter to the Right Honourable Charles Abtbet, 
Speaker of the House of Commons in the late Parliament. Bye 


Member of that Parliament. Svo. gopp. 15. Wilfon. 


‘The Leiter announced in the title page of this pamphlet, is 
pierely introductory to a Speech or Addrefs, fuppofed to be deli 
yered in the Houfe, on fome of the motions refpe¢ting the late 
ghange of Adminittration, The Speech (which occupies all the 
semainder of the pamphlet) is fomewhat declamatory in the man- 
per, but contains fentiments which we, generally f{peaking, can- 
pot but approve. It afferts that there was no reafon to app t 
dangerous confequences in Lreland trom the sejection of the Biil, 
called the Catholic Bill; for that. the loyalty of the people of 
Ireland, in general, could not depend upon fuch a meafure. 
Lhe writer alfo juftifies the pledge {aid to have been amare | 
the King of his Minifters, on the ground of the verfatility whi 
thofe Manifters had fhown in bringing forward a meafure on the 
ground of abfolute neceflity, and fo fuddenly abandoning it ; and 
alfo'on the ground that they “had ftipulated for the privilege of 
¢xpofing him, at any moment mott favourable to themfelves, t© 
the painful and ungracious neceffity of refufing to comply on one 
pertieular fabject wath the withes of thof in whom, on every 
ether, it was his defire to repofé the mo unlimited aoe ames 
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He alfo condemns decidedly the meafure of ‘‘ arraigning the A&t 
of the Sovereign, and appealing to the public againit the ex. ~ 
ertion of an acknowledged prerogative of the Crown.’’ The con. 
du@ of the late Minitters, while in office, is then difcuffed, and 
many of their meafures condemned.. We donot, as to fome of 
bis epinions, intirely coincide with the writer; but thefe opis 
sions are now become.of little confequence.. He concludes with 
anexhortation to-the prefent Minifters to perfevere in doing their 
duty in fpite of all oppofition, and unawed by the dangers which 
furround us. 
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Arr. 19.. Plain Fas; or the New Miniftry convided by their 
own Deeds. To which is fubjoined, a Letter by Lord Grenville. 
8vo. 23-pp. 6d. Ridgway. 1807. 


The object of this publication is to fhew that the perfons who 
promoted or who fuffered the Irifh A@ of Parliamept, in 1793, 
to pafs, and alfo thefe who fupported, or who did not object to, 
the Englith A& of 1804, for admitting ange Papifts into the 
army, were inconfiftent in oppoting the late Catholic Bill, brought 
in by Lord Howick. Several Members of the prefent Adminif. 
tration areenumeratedas included in this cenfure. Of thefe perforis, 
we believe, not more than one or two had declared aay opiniow of 
the Brill in queftion, previoufly to its being withdrawn ; nor, 
with thofe exceptions, does it appear whether or net the prefent 
Minifters would have oppofed the meafure in queftion, had it 
been brought before Parliament, as the former Bills were, under 
the real, not pretended, fanétion of his Majetty,. whofe confcienti- 
ous fcruples on the fubjeét were well known. . Setting afide, how. 
ever, this confideration, we would aik this writer, who confx 
cers all perfons who did not difapprove of the Lrith A@ of 179g 
as pledged to fupport Lord Howick’s Bill of 1807, whether 
the very objection to Lord Howick’s Bill was not that it went 
beyond the Irith At, in admitting to a// fituations in the arthy 
(even the higheft) not only) Papifts, but perfons of zny religion, 
or of no»religion at all. -As to the Act refpetting foreign Ro. 
man Catholics, it was manifeftly temporary in its objetts, and 
meant to apply merely. to the foreign troops raifed for the prefent 
War ;. not to-mention that forcign Papifts have:no motives. of hof- 
tility to the Eftablifhed Church of England or Ircland. But 
the Atts in queftion have, cin our opinion, been ft in a very 
clear light in the tra@t entitled ‘* For our Religion and Laws *;’’ 
which fhows clearly the difference between them and the Bill of 
Lord Howick. 





* See Britith Critic for May 1807, p. 561. The fame tract 
was aftetward publifhed (printed for Hatchard) under the title of 
Obfervations on {what is called) the Catholic Bill, By a Lawyer. 
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We have, on former occafions, intimated our fentiments on tha 
‘* Letter of Lord Grenville to the Society for Promoting Chrif, 
tian Knowledge,’’ which is included in the publication now be. 
fore us. It infinuates (unfairly we think) that the Society, 
or fome of its Members, wifhed to influence the then depend. 
ing eleCtions; and it certainly affames, contrary to the real 
fat, that the Catholic Bill (as it is called) was merely'a 
political meafure, and confequently that the confideration of jt 
was foreign to the objects of the Society. Out of refpe& fer 
the noble Lord, in whofe name it has been publifhed,- we abttain 


from all further remarks on the ftyle of this Speech, and the af. 
fertions contained in it. | 


Art. 20. A Letter to the Ele@ovrs of the City of Weftminfter, 
Containing a Refutation of the Calumnies of Jahn Horne Toke, 
By A. Hewlings. 8vo, 34PPp- 15. Chapple. 1807, 


9 
*¢ Proferipti Regis Rupili pus atque venenum 
Ibrida quo pacto fit Perfius ultus, opinor 
Omnibus et lippis notum et tonforibus effe.’’ 

«€ The tkirmifhes of the kites and crows’’ (to which the wars 
of the Saxon heptarchy have been compared) would, we confefs, 
intereft us more than this warfare between the partizans of the 
two Weftminfter demagogues. Should, however, any of out 
readers feel a defire to become acquainted with this controverfy, 
be it known to them, that the weighty matter in difpute (and 
which nearly coft. the lives of thefe two “ pillars of the ftate’’) 
is, ‘*‘ whether Mr. Paul was, or was not, authorized by Sir 
Francis Burdett to advertife, that the faid Sir Francis would 
take the chair at a certain dinner of Weftminfter electors?” . The 
negative of this propofition had been afferted by Mr. Horne 
Tooke ; the affirmative is maintained by the writer before us. 

It affords no weak inftance of the inftability of literary, as 
of all other, greatnefs, to fee the author of “‘ The Diverfions 
of Purley’’ become the antagonift of Mr. Abraham Hewlings; 
and, we are concerned to add, that the patriarch feems to have the 
advantage of the ci-dewant parfon; as the former appeals to a con. 
verfation at which fome friends of Sir F. Burdett were prefent, 
who, if his aflertions were falfe, might difprove them. In 
abufe too, he appears to be, * Durus homo, atque odio pofict 
qui vincere Tookum ;’? whom he repeatedly charges with “ falfe- 
hood and dea it,’* and charatterizes as a ‘‘ damned fpirit,” “# 
malignant fiend.’ 

The condu&t of Mr. Paul, when in India, is highly, and we 
hope juftly, extolled by this writer. We cannot ‘help withing, 
that his virtues (whatever they are) had continued to flourifh m 


that clime, fince they do not feem to us to be calculated for the 
meridian of Britain. 


Ant. 
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Ant. 21. A fort Account of a late foort Adminiftration. ‘The ad 
Edition. 8vo. 14 pp. 6d. Ridgway. 1807. 


The purpofe of this fall tra& is to fhow, that the late Minif- 
ters, during the fhort period of their continuance in office, con. 
ferred many important benefits on the country. ‘lo prove this 
the author flates, ft. The improvement in the military fyftem; 
—adly. The abolition of the flave trade ;—3dly. Their actempt 
to procure a peace, and, on the failure of that attempt, their 
conduct towatds the continental powers at war with France ;— 
gthly. Their meafures with refpect to America ;—-sthly. Their 
atts forthe regulation and controul of the public expenditure ;— 
é6thly. Their reduétion of the ftaff eftablithment, and of the 
expences in the barrack department and commiffariate, their re. 
gulations refpecting the civil lift, and the abolition of thirty-fix 
cuftom-houe offices in Ireland;—7thly. The appointment of a 
committee on the public expenditure ;——8thly. ‘rhe new plan of 
finance ;—gthly. ‘The American intercourfe a&t ;—-1othly. Their 
beneficial meafures with regard to Ireland;—aaithly. The in. 
tended reform of the Scotch judicature. 

Of the above meafures fome, we readily admit, do honour 
to the authors of them; more efpecially the abolition of the 
flave trade; although it cannot properly be called a meafure of 
the miniftry, but of Mr.. Wilberforce and other individuals both 
in and out of adminiftration. ‘There are, however, fome of their 
meafures, which we deem of very doubtful expediency, and 
fome from which we fear very mifchievous effets. To difcufs 
the merits of each would be an invidious and almoft endlefs tafk, 
That conduét of the late miniftry, which occafioned their dif. 
niffion, is not defended.in this tract. 


Art. 22. 4 Trme Statement of the Circumfances which led to 
the late Change of Adminifiration, 8v0. 20pp. Od. or 18s. 
perhundred. Ridgway. 1807. 


The Statement before us is contained in two Letters, addreffed 
to the Editor of the, Morning Chronicic, (figned Scevola) and 
firt publifhed in that Daily Paper. As all the circumftances of 
the mayter in queftion have been fer forth in the fpeeches of Lord 
Sidmouth and Lord Howick, (which we have already noticed) 
the republication of this narrative, by an anonymous writer, 
docs not feem to have been neceflary, and muft, at all events, 
have far lefs weight. ‘The obje& of thefe letters is, to vindi- 
cate the late Minifters from. the charge of having ated difin. 
genuoufly and difrefpettfully to'their Sovereign. For this _ 
pofe the author, after méntiouing the information received trom 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, refpecting the intention of the 
Roman Catholics to petition Parliament for an extenfion of pri- 
Yileges, flates the Difpatch framed by the Cabinet Minifters # 

Z4 confe. 






































‘iy << 


+7. & 2 
Neo natant beg 8 


>= + 4 a. he 





e . 4 pores 








$20 Braitrisu CaTALoGus. Politics. 


confequence of that communication, In that Difpatch the Duke 
of ‘Bedford is informed, and authorized to inform the Catholics, 
that it is intended to propofe a claufe in the Mutiny Bill, “ena. 
bling his Majefty te confer any militayy commiffion whatever on any 
of his liege fubje@s.’? From thefe general expreffions the author 
infers that it was obvioufly the intention of Minifters from the 
beginning, to go beyond the Irifh A& of 1793, and enable Ca: 
tholics (as indeed they would have enabled perfons of all reli. 
gions, or of none) to hold.every military commiffion and ap. 
pointment, fetting afide the limitations of the Irith A€.—He 
admits, indeed, that in the Difpatch, the reftri€tions in the Irith 
ftatute are alluded to; but furely any impartial obférver mutt fee 
that the A& of 1793, is made the chief ground of the meafure 
propoted, two of the three confiderations therein fet forth, ex. 
prefsly, and the third ‘mp/iedly, referring to it. ‘* No man,” fays 
the author, ** can read thefe paflages, and doubt for an inftantthar 
it was the intention of the authors of this Difpatch to open to 
his Majefty’s Catholic fubjeéts the naval and military fervice of 
their country, without any reftriction whatever.” 

We have read the paffages with great attention, and are fin. 
eerely of opinion that fuch an intention (if it exifted) thould 
have been much more clearly expreffed. If it was defigned to 
go beyond the Irifh Act, on which the propofed meafure was faid 
to be grounded, fuch a material variation, with the reafon for it, 
ought to have been fpecially pointed out. Otherwife the recital 
of that Aét, and the arguments drawn from the expediency of 
rendering the laws of both countries uniform, were, whether by 
defign or not, calculated to miflead thofe on whom fuch confi. 
derations were prefied. ‘That they did miflead even a part of 
the Cabinet, is evident from the fpeeches of Lord Sidmouth and 
Lord Howick, the former of whom conceived the meafure in 
queftion to be in exact unifon with the Irith Act, the latter 
(though the propounder of the meafure) confeffes that he was 
not aware of the difference between them, 

After this are we to be told, that the affent of his Majefty 
was meant to be given to the extenfion propofed, although the 
King, in his remarks, edwerted particularly to what took place in 
1793, and declared that he could not go one flep further ? Could 
his Majefty be underftood to mean that the reftrictiong in that 
A@t were to be fet afide? or that the declaration that be could 
not go further had either no meaning whatever, or a meaning t0- 
tally unconneéted with the meafure in queftion? Yet this is the 
drift of the author’s argument in his firft letter. In the fecond he 
admits that this famous Difpatch, (fo clear, according to him, that, 
he who runs might read) was not underftood by thofe who were 
commiffioned to explain it : he admits, too, that neither of the noble 
Lords already mentioned, were aware of the diftinétions between 
the Irith Statute and the AG in queftion, Yet this Difpar ie 
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fabje&t of fo~much™mifapprehenfion and doubt among the Mi. 
nifters themfelves, who. had framed it, and their agents, who 
were to give it effect, was not (according to this writer) at all 
galculated to miflead or deceive their Sovereign! ! | . 

With regard to the fecond Difpatch tranfmitced to his Ma. 
jefty, the opinion which we ventured to give in our account of 
Lord Howick’s fpeech is not altered. by any thing alledged by 
thisauthor. It being then fufficiently afcertuined that the King 
had meant only to confent to an At correfponding with that of 
1793, pafled by the Irith Parliament, the material difference.ig 
the intended meafure thould have been exprefsly pointed out,— 
Whatever therefore was the “ixtention of Minifters, it cannot. be 
doubted but that the King qwas deceived, and that a more open 
and explicit conduét on their part, would have prevented any 
mifapprehenfion on his. Little need, we think, be faid as to the 
remainder of this author’s ftatement, fince the public opinion is, 
we believe, pretty generally made jp on the fubject.. No impar- 
tial man, we conceive, has now any doubt but that in the con- 
verfation which the King had with Lord Howick, his Majefty’s 
difapprobation of the meafure (as then explained) was intimated 
in terms fufficiently -ftrong and explicit. This circumftance 
might furely have induced his Lordthip at leaft to paufe before 
he ventured to introduce the meafure to Parliament. No man, 
we think, can doubt that, on abandoning the meafure, the 
Minifters need not have called forth that difcuffion with their 
Sovereign, which ended with their difmiflion; that the firt 
pledge was required by them, and that it produced the demand on 
the part of his Majefty, of which they fo vehemently complain. 

On a whole view of the cafe, therefore, fome of this au- 
thor’s inferences (as the firft, fecond, and fifth) appear to us to be 
unfupported by the facts, and the remainder irrelevant to the 
merits of the queftion, He has however placed the fide which he 
fupports in the ttrongeft point of view, and his ftile and language 
do not difcredit the party which he has efpoufed. 


Art. 29. Two Letters on the Subje@ of the Catholics, to my 
Brother Abraham, who lives in the Country. Second . Edition. 
By Peter Plymley. 8v0. 32 pp. 18. Ode Budd. 1807. 


We cannot believe thefe Letters to be genuine, ‘or that there 
are any fuch perfons as Peter Plymley, and his brother Abrahain, 
acountry clergyman; for fcarcely any writer, if he had the leaf 
feeling, would publicly endeavour to ridicule the chara@ter of a 
brother, and of the whole clerical body, to which that brother 
belongs, ‘merely becaufe he happens to diifer from the author in 
his opinion of a great public meafure. With the reality of thefe 
perfonages, however, we have little concern: our bufinefs is ra. 
ther with the author’s reprefentations and arguments, and we 
cannot help thinking many of the former unfair, and the latter 

incon. 




































ee ose ele gf ee 


522 Brrtisu Caratocvue. Politics, 


inconclufive. It has been a frequent praétice with controverfal 
writers (fo frequent that one fhould hope it can new have little 
effect) to miftake the queftion atiffue. This author accordingly, 
from the outfet to the conclufion of his letters, wakes for granted 
that all who differ from him obje€& to the admiffion of Roman 
Catholics into the army and navy ; whereas there are now man 

thoufands of that perfuafion ferving in both profeffions, without 
the leaft difficulty being raifed or complaint preferred ; nor pro. 
bably would any objection have occurred to the late Bill, if (as 
its authors at firft profeffed todo) it had purfued ftridtly the 
provifions of the Irifh Act of 1793. But when, under pretenee 
of- merely extending that ftatute to Britain, an attempt was made 
by a fide-cvind (as lawyers would term it) «wholly to repeal not 
only the Popery Laws, but the Teft A&, fo far as they affect the 
army and navy, when even the higheft commands wese thrown 
open to a// religions, and to petfons having no religion at all, 
furely thofe who venerate the inftitutions of our anceftors, and 
who confider the alliance between church and ftate, by them 
eftablifhed, as conducing to the fecuriry of both, might be al- 
lowed to paufe en a queftion forimportant as the total deftruction 
of thofe fences by which that eflablifhment has hitherto beea 
fecured. 

This is the unpardonable prejudice combated, thefe are the illi- 
beral jealoufies ridiculed, this is the fpirit of perfecution repro. 
bated by the author before us; and if ridicule were, as Lord 
Shaftefbury afferted, the tefl of truth, he would certainly bea 
formidable advocate of the Jate Minifters and their favourite 
meafure; but if that opinion be now juftly exploded, he mut 
learn to ftate fairly the queition at iffue, and not conclude that 
he has refuted his adverfaries, when he has only mifreprefented 
them. In this, and indeed in every point of view, his farcafms 
on Mr. Perceval are moft unwarrantable. The parliamentary 
abilities of that gentleman have, we are well] affured, been ac- 
knowledged both by Mr. Pitt and Mr. Fos, no mean judges in 
fuch matters; and his private character (notwithitanding the 
fneers of this author) is, at leaft, an earneft to his country, that 
he will be uncorrupted, zealous, and fincere in the purfuit of her 
welfare. The attack on Mr. Canning reminds us of the dull 
lawyer, who “ ook his head at Murray asawit,’’ Yet that 
wit became one of the greaieft and moft enlightened Magiftrates 
which his country ever produced; and the ftatefman now ridi- 
culed, as having occafionally ‘ held dalliance with the Mufe,” 
may, by his talents and patriotifm, maintain the honour and fe- 
care the interefts of the Britifh empire. | 

We will only add, on the fubjeé& of the Coronation Oath, 
that this author’s doctrine appears to us highly reprehenfible 
He, in effeét, contends that the King may be abfolved from it 
by the other two branches of the Legiflature. What is thy 
but virtually denying to the Sovereign any legiflative authority 
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et all; fince, wocn th’s principle, he would be reftrained from all 
— in the exercife of that au: hority, and be the mere patlive 


tof the two Houtes of Parliament. 


Axr. 24. A Letter to the Proehol ders of the Coats or Hu ntingdom, 
By Edward M ltby, D.D. Ficer of Buckde Bp Se. Svo, 
40 pp. Cadell and Davies. 1807. 


To juitify his conda& on the occafion of the late eleftion for 
the county of Huntingdon againit the attack of an anonymous 
writer, feems to be the chief obdjeR of this refpectable author ; 
in which talk we think he has fucceeded completely, for we 
conclude his ftatement of his own conduct to be accurate. His 
fupport of Lord Proby appears to have been prompted by the 
mot honourable and difintereited notices; and he expreffes him- 
felf with great candour on the fubject of thoic whe differed from 
him on that occafion, and on the general fubject of politics, 
In the latter part of this pamphlet he protefies to approve the 
conduct of the late miniftry in the tranfactions which occafioned 
their difmiffion. As our opinion upon that fubject has appeared ia 
our accounts of other works, a difcuflion of it here would be fa. 
perfluous, 


Arr.os, Plain Fa&s; or a Review of the Condu& of the late 
Minifters. To which is added a Poftcript. Second Edition, 
corrected. 8vo. 189pp. 9s. Stockdale, Jun, 1807. 


© On the fadden feceflion or difmiffion of any fet of men from 
the government of the country, it is natural’? fays the author, 
* to take a view of their minifterial acts, and alfo to inquire 


“into the caufe of their removal.’ He therefore begins with 


their firit acts on their acceffion to power, and traces their con- 
duét throughout to the time of their difmiffion. Some of their 
earlieft meafures (particularly the enabling of lord Grenville vir- 
tually to hola the two offices of auditor of the exchequer and 
firftt lord of the treafary at the fame time, and that of admittin 
the lord chief juftice of the king’s bench to a feat in the cabinet} 
are ftrongly condemned, the former, in our opinion, without faf. 
ficient reafon, Several fubordinate appointments alfo meet the 
author’s cenfure ; the propriety of which it is not our pravince 
to difcufs” Pafling to the meafures of their government, the 
author cenfures them for having, during their negociation for 
peace, relaxed all warlike exertions; which, in his opinion, 
might have given a favourable turn to the affairs of Praia, 
With more reafon pethaps, their conduct is blamed in declini 
to affift the exertions of the emperor of Roflia during the 
Winter campaign, and for keeping our armics both at home and 
in Sicily inaftive as to any effectual rpofe. Their diplomatic 
afrangements are next criticized with a feverity not wholly in 
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our opinion, undeferved, nor indeed unprovoked ; fince the ae 
pointments in this department by their predeceffors were freely 
cenfured by the late minifters when in oppoiition. We fear the 
author’s general remarks on this fubject, applying to mof if 
not all the adminiftrations of our own times, are but too well 
founded. 

The military and financial meafures of the late miniftry pafs 
next under review. Thefe are yet under trial; we will not 
therefore pronounce upon the author’s objections to them. 

But the interded meafures refpecting the catholics, which oc. 
cafioned the difmiffion of the late minitters are, as might be ex. 
pected, the principal topic difcuffed in this tract. ‘he author 
begins by ftating the fentiments entertained on this fubject by 
lord Grenville and Mr. Pitt, and*commends’ the conduét of the 
Jatt mentioned diftinguifhed ftatefinan on. his return to office in 
1804, as alfo that of Mr. Fox in 1806; who, it is afferted, per. 
fuaded the leading men among the catholics to defift froiw their 
applications, aware of the infurmountable obftacle to the fuccefs 
of them. His death, the author fuppofes, produced the late mea- 
fure ; to which he juftly obferves, His Majetty confented folely 
on the ground of extending the Irifh act of 1793 the other to 
parts ot his European empire. To this opinion we fully accede, 
notwithftanding what has been faid by party writers to the con. 
trary. We truft however, he is not fo accurate in reprefenting 
the conduct of thofe who fent Mr. Elliot’s difpatch to the King 
unaccompanied by any comment or notification of the extenfion of the 
bill beyoud the Irih AB, to have been a contrivance in order to 
carry that favourite point. We cannot think any of the late 
minifters capable of fuch a defpicable trick; though we admit ut 
was their duty immediately and expre/s/y to have pointed out 
the additional conceffians which they deemed expedient. We alfo 
think, with this author, that the filence of His Majefty after hay- 
ing received the difpatch alluded to, might have awakened their 
fuipicion that fome miftake had taken place. The remaiwing 
occurrences on this fubject are ftated nearly in the fame manner 
as in lord Sidmouth’s fpeech, Mr. Bowles’s tract, and other pub- 
Jications which we have noticed: and the author attributes, 
jultly we conceive, the requifition of a pledge, fo much com. 
plained of, to the cabinet minute announcing, in effect, the de- 
termination of minifters to bring forward the fubjectat a future 
period. He then reafons at large upon the expediency of further 
indulgences to the roman catholics ; arguing that ‘* unlefs fuch 
a meafure as_the catholics feek to obtain arife out of a thorough 
convictien of its utility among the proteftants, it cannot beat 
tended with falutary confequences,”’ He alfo, very, properly, 
atks if His Majefty in his confcience, thinks that any further i 
dulgence to the roman catholics would materially fhake the m- 
terefis of the cftablithed church, what minifer is not found . rc- 
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{pet fuch a conclufion ? He further fhows that, under ‘the cir. 
cumftances that had occurred, the King was right in demanding a 
pledge, although minilters might be jaftified in refufing to pive 
it. In the change of adminittration which was the confequence 
of thefs tranfaCtions, the author regrets not the lofs of any of 
the late minifters, except lord Grenville, and, anticipating the 
diffolution of parliament, he juftifies that meafure, as rendered ne- 
ceflary by the coriduct of thofe minifters and of their party. 
This opinion is alfo fupported in a poitfcript, and fome of their re. 
cent meafures, when in office. arraigned. . Upon the whole, this 
tract deferves attention from thofe who may not already be 
fully informed on the interefting topics to which it relates, 


POOR. 


Art.26. Remarks upon a@ Bill [as amended by the Committec} 
‘ for promoting and encouraging of Indufiry amongft the labonr- 
ing Claes of the Community, and for the Relief and Regulation 

. of the neceffitous and criminal Poor, .Ordered to be printed, 241b 
Feb. 1807.’" By One of his Majefty’s Fuflices of the Peace, 
for the County of Lincoln. The third Edition. With further Ad- 
ditions. 4g3pp. xs. 6d. Rivingtons, &c. 1807. 


We lately noticed the firft edition of thefe Remarks with ap. 
probation; and are induced to mention them again, by a very 
ftriking additional remark, which the mover of the bill, or:his 
counfellors, may think deferving of their attention. 

“ But this article, 5, muft be produced at full length: for, 

_ being coupled with other parts of the bill, it feems to contain a 
coc which the honourable mover would be aftonifhed to 
hear of, and which he would not eafily forgive to thofe among his 
counfellers by whom it was impofed upon him. £ Article 5. ‘That 
the fuid Juftices thall not be authorized, for any of the purpofcs 
iforefaid, to order the payment or expenditure withm one year, 
of a greater fum than can be raifed by a rate or affeffment of one 
filling in the pound upon the true annaal value and Fey ot 
the ratcable property within the parifh, uxle/s the inhabitants o 
fuch parifh in veftry feall have confented thereto.’ P. 3. Now 
add a little claufe at p.7, folio 20. And be it further 
enacted, that afl the purchafe money, rent, and other charges 
and expences of parchafing and hiring buildings for fuch fchools, 
and off purchafing foul for the ereftion of fuch buildings, 
and of repairing aid fitting up the buildings to be appropriated, 
hired, or purchafed, for Se purpofes aforefaid, and the falarics 
and rewards of the mafters and miftreffes to be appointed, and all 
other the charges and expences of and incident to fuch fchools 
within every parifh repeearey fhall be paid by the church. 
wardens and overfeers of every parifh, out of the money to be raifed 
therein for she relief of the poor.’ By whom, then, is the expence 


of 











































%}, 


ae, Ms. te 
* — 


Se 


a a bray ooo 
2 oa ee ie z * 


326 BritisH CATALOGUE. Poor. 


of building, or buying, and of maintaining fchools, to be aft. 
mately defrayed, within very — parifhes, where the 

rate is already enormoufly high? efpecially, fince the vearly ex. 
penditure may with confent of the inhabitants amount not only to 
exe fhilling in the pound upon the poor rate, but to ¢en thillings; 
that is, toa fum without limitation? Would not any one exped, 
that THOSE INHABITANTS, AND NO OTHERS, are to defray the 
expence of fchools for their children? No /uch'thing, but the very 
reverfe, is provided for by this bill; if the meaning of the 
clanfes be truly ftated in the margin. For at p. 20, folio 66, 
we find (as is briefly ftated in the margin) that ‘ parifhes, pay. 
ing to the poor’s rates more than double the average of the 
county, may apply to the Quarter Seffions; where the Juttices 
may give relief out of the county ftock.’ ‘ Provided that the 


. fam fo ordered to be paid fhall in no cafe be more than fafficient 


to reduce the money to be raifed by the inhabitants of the parith, 
to whom fuch payment fhall be allowed, to lefs than double the 
average amount in the pound of the poor’s rates and affeffments 
throughout the country, according to fuch laft retarns and efti. 
mates thereof made,’ p. 21. 

** Suppofe then, that the average of the poor’s rate throughout 
any county is frve fhillings in the pound; and the rates at prefent 
exifting in any parifh crowded with poor, are thirty thillings ; it 
will be a matter of indifference to this parifh, whether the expence 
of fchools fhall add one fhiiling, or five, or tex, to the rate, 
Scarcely a farthing will ultimately fall upon the parifh; which 
will ftill be entitled to receive from the county ftock, enough to 
reduce the money raifed in it to double the average of the 
sonnty. 

‘« If then thefe feveral claufes thall be adopted; the county 
will pay the expence of fchools in very populous towns, where 
difaffeétion to Church and King are moft likely to be inculcated 
on young minds; while well-ordered villages in the fame coun. 
ties, where the fcattered cottagers cannot make up one {chool, 
will pay their fhares of the rate. Leand-owwxers! attend to this 
circumftance ;_ and to many others in this moft extraordinary 
bill. Never, perhaps, did any proceeding in Parliament more 
ftrongly call for your attention, in particular; and for that of 
all who are attached to our prefent conftitution in Church and 
State. 

“© Tt would be confolatory to believe, that this was an overfight 
in the framers of the Bill: (for furely the honourable Mover could 
have little thare in framing it) but it requires a vaft ftretch of cha- 
rity to believe fo; when the intereit: of fome parts of the com. 
munity are fo completely facrificed ro other 5, in all the prifte 
cipal provifions of the bill.’”  P. 15. 

Another fhort remark may deferve th ar le. 
giflators, if this bill fhould again come Lx bem 3 which 
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however, feems not very, probable; for the more it has been 
difeuffed, the more objectionable (to ufe a very mild term) it 
has appeared to be. 

 [¢ does not appear what fort of religious in/lenfion is to be 

iven to the children. But Article 10 feems to fhow, that chil. 

ren, whofe parents are of the eftablifhed church, and thofe 
whole parents are fectaries of any denomination whatever, are to 
be educated together in the fame fchool, and by the fame matter or 
miftrefs. Now, as the minifter, churchwardens, and overfeers 
of each parifh are to have the firft part in recommending matters 
and miftrefles, and in framing rules with refpect to the courfe of 
inftruction ; we muft fuppofe they will prefer thofe seachers who 
are of the Church of England, and will alfo recommend fuch 
books to be ufed as appear to them moft inftructive and unex- 
ceptionable; among which they can hardly fail to number the 
Church Catechifm. But what will fectaries fay to this? Doubt. 
lefs, they will object to fuch a proceeding. Why then does not 
the bill obviate all mifunderttandings, by determining this point ; 
whether children, educated at the national charge, fhould be 
educated as members of the national Clurch; after the example 
of Scotland recommended in the preamble? On this fubje€t; every 
one who confiders attentively the bill in queftion will do well if 
he provides, and carefully perufes a Letter from John Bowles, 
Efq. to Samuel Whitbread, Efq. fold by Hatchard, Rivingtons, 
&e,”’  P. 18. 


DIVINITY. 


Arr. 29. Tra&s on various Subje@:, all of which have been 


publifbed feparately before, and are now firft colle&ed into one 
Volume. By the Right Rev. Beilby Portens, D.D. Bifbop of 
London. 8vo. 78. Rivingtons. 1807. 


There is no prelate to whom the Church of England is more 
indebted than to the venerable Bifhop of London, whether we 
confider the value and importance of his various publications, 
his exemplary conduét as a diocefan, or the numerous inftances of 
his generofity and unwearied benevolence. His works are read 
with an avidity which affords a delightful proof that the fpirit of 
true piety ftill eminently prevails in this country, and his 
Lordfhip has rendered a very acceptable fervice to his friends and 
the public, in thus collecting into one yolume the different fugi- 
tive pieces he has at fundry times publifhed. Our office is only 
to inform the reader of the particular traéts which he will here 
find united ; and it is almoft fuperfluousto add, that the perufal of 
oo will well repay the attention of thofe who have not feen them 

ore. 

t. A Review of the Life and Character of the Right Rev. 
Dr, Thomas Seeker, late Archbifhop of Canterbury. 

2. An 
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e. An earneft Exhortation to the Religious Obfervance of 
Good Friday ; in a Letter to the Inhabitants of Lambeth Parith, 

g. A Letter to the Inhabitants of Manchefter, &c. 

4+ An Effay towards a Plan for the more effectual Civiliza. 
tion and Converfion of the Negro Slaves on the Truft Eftate in 
Batbadoes, belonging to the Society for the Propagation of -the 
Gofpel in Foreign Parts. 

5. A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocefe of Lon. 
don, at the Primary Vifitation of that Diocefe im the Year 1790, 

6. A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocefe of London, 
at the Vifitation of that Diocefe, in the Year 1794. 

7. A Letter to the Clergy of the Diocefe of London, on the 
Profanation of the Lord's Day. , 

8. A Charge delivered to the Clergy of the Diocefe of Lon. 
don; in the Year 1803. 

g. A Letter to the Clergy of the Diocefe of London, on the 
neglect of kneeling at Church where the Liturgy directs it. 

io. The Benettcial Effects of Chriftianity on the Temporal 
Concerns of Mankind, proved from Hiftory and frem Faéts. 

rt. A Seammary of :the principal Evidences of the Truth and 
Divine Origin of the Chriftian Religion. 


Art. 28. Remarks ox the twa laf Petitions of the Lord’s Prayer, 


By Gramvide Sharp. 12m0. 25 pp. Rivingtons and Hatchard, 
1800. 


Small as this tra&t is, its.importance is by no means inconfi- 
derable. ‘The conitant attempt of the Socinians, and of all thofe 
who, ina variecy of degrees, approach cowards Sociniantfm, has 
been to etablith a kind of Sadducceifm in Chritianity ; denyin 
all relation between us and fpiritual beings,. either gqod or bade 
To this end, the utmott violence has, been done to many narra. 
tires even of the New Teflament. ‘The temptation of our Sa- 
viour, and the various hiftories: in which demons are mentioned, 
either as pofleifing men, of as {peaking and ating befote and after 
their miraculous expultion, have been fo metamorphiofed by thefe 
teachers, (who have been as falfely called rerional, as their com. 
ments have been ftyled exp/awations) that in their view, ftrange 
to fay, they no longer imply the belicf of a tempter, or of any 
other evil fpirits. 

Mr. Sharp, whofe powerful attacks the Socinians and their 
allies have felt hefore*, here brings the very words of Chrift 
agvint them; and excludes them from a retreat, which the in- 
judicious forbearance of our reformers has Icft, even in the Lord’s 
Prayer. What if our Saviout himfelf, in chat fhort but com- 
prehenfive prayer, which he dittated to his difciples, Has com- 
manded them and all Chriftins to pray againft being tempted by 
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* See Brit. Crit., Vol. xv, p. to. xx, pe 15, dete 








‘T, 


d. 


fi. 
ofe 
fas 


Re 
‘ae 


ter 
efe 
mM. 
ge 
ny 
cir 
rift 
in- 
d's 
Im - 


British Catarocur. Divinity. $29 


the devil? ‘Phere are only feven petitions (at the moft) in this 
divine prayer, and one of them deprecates the temptations of 
that very Being, whofe agency-thefe modern teachers deny. In. 
ftrocted thus by Chrift, thall we liften to thofe who tell us that 
there is no devil, or that he interferes not with us? Or thall 
we not fee diftinétiy, that there could noc be a déedit more worthy 
of that Being, as he is deftribed to us in Scripture, than the re. 
moving all Sei of his temptations, by a difbelief or doubt ry 
exiftence ? . . 
We are perfuaded, that no petfon competently tkilled in Greek, 
and at the fame time unprejudiced by modern fyftems, ‘ever read 
the words dad fice ida dard re worngd, without feeing, or at 
leat fufpeGting, that the true rendering of the words muft ‘be, 
“ but deliver-us from THE EviL ONE.’’ Unhappily the rendet- 
ing of the vulgate, in univerfal ufe (in the Weft) before the Re. 
formation; was more equivocal, “ libera nos a MALO ;" and 
our reformers, unwilling to give offence by feeming to intseduce 
any innovation, in a form fo well known, rendered it, with 
equal dubioufnefs, * deliver us FROM BVIL.”” ‘To maintain the 
genuine meaning’ of the words, in which he is fupported by the 
moft learned Greek fathers, and the beft commentators, is the 
object of Mr. Sharp in this traét; wherein, after’ giving his 
own brief but very cogent arguments, he adds a fimilar é¢xplarig. 
tion, from the commentary of thé late Dr. Lort on’ the’ *s 
prayer, printed in 1790. We have not the flighteft doubt that 
the conftraction thus fapported is the right; and conféqnent 
that we are indeed taught by our bleffed Saviour, in the two Ia 
oe of his divine prayer, to fupplicare that we may not ‘* be 
into temptation (as he was léd) but may be delivered from 
that sv1~ ong, by whom he was affailed.”’ ;' 
~ We fhould not, perhaps, with Mr. S., point our felf.murdet, 
asa proof of demoniacal influence; becaufe it appears that tHe 
difpofition: to fuicide is often fo entirely oceafioned’ by ‘bodily 
ifeafe as to be removed by medical treatment; bat wé cannot 
doubt that the difpofition to all crimes, and the nore ‘atrocious 
more particularly, is fatally ‘increafed, by the unhappy fecutit 
into which Chriftians have fallen with refpe€t to one of 
greateft dangers, THE TEMPPATIONS OF THE BViLoNEs “ 


Art. 29.  Tavo' Diffrtationt, addreffed tea Priced, and reco. 
mended tothe Perufal of the Ad%ctates for extendiig the Potoer 
of the Reman Cathelics in this’ Comutty. By @ Clery ymah, 
8vo. 139 pp. 36. Bickerftaff. 1807. ; 


In the preface to this tract we are modeftly told that it will noe 
“convey any new information, except to thofe who have not 
a: thuch attention to the religious controverfies, which em. 

a confiderable part of the Chriftian wotld,.in the fif- 
Aa teen 
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teenth and fubfequent centuries.’’-—“* A moft complete detection 
and cxpofure of the grofs errors and fuperftitious abufes of the 
Church of Romehave,’’ the author truly adds, “‘ refulted from thof 
tedious, painful, and elaborate-difcuflions,’* He thould therefore 
have. deemed it. unneceffary 4,10 obtrude on the public what was 
originally prepared for the perufal only of a private individual,” 
but that the Catholics are gaining profelvtes in the neighbour. 
hood, where thefe obfervations took their rife, and it cannot be 
doubted that “* their dottrincs are infinuated with aftonifhing 
fuccefs among the lower orders of the contmunity.”’ 

Both thefe Differtations are addreiled to a friend. of the author, 
-who, it feems, had been induced co defert the Proteftant commu. 
gion, and unite ia faith with the Church of Rome... ‘The princi. 

pal arguments, in favour of ,protettancif{m are here ftated with 
_perfpicuity, and.enforced vith energy. The author begins with 
aGerting, (what the Church of Rome denies) the right of private 
judgment, in matters of religion, . The confequences of furreo. 
dering this.right, and the abfurdities which the Romanifts are 
obliged to believe and to pracufe, are placed in a ftriking point 
of view,. more efpecially che adoration of the hoft... Had this 
adoration, (fays the author) been prattifed in the primitive ages 
of Chriftjanity, whilit paganifin was yet in power, the heathens, 
“without doubt, would have retorted upon the Chriftians that rail. 
ery with.which, the Chriftians fo feverely ridiculed the heathens.” 
.“* As the heathens never made’ fach replies, it is evident,’’ he 
adds, .“4.tbat neither the adoration of the hoft was'the’ practice, 
nor tran{ubftantiation the doétrine of the primitive ages of Chrif- 
fianity.’’ He, purfues, at confiderable length,. the arguments 
againit tianfybfandation, . and fhows how much more rational is 
2 Proteftant doctrine ow the fubject of the Sacrament. «He 
next expofes. che pretended miracles of. the Romifh Church, and 
‘eontrafts.the vague, uncertain, and abfurd accounts of them, with 
the attettations ef ihe real-miraeles wrought by Chriit and ‘his 
»-- Lhe dotrine of indulgences is next reprobated,: as the mot 
«pernicious of all thofe which have difycaced the, Romifh: Church ; 
mor is the guthor mach lefs fevere on the pretended néceflity of cos- 
feilion, which (as,pragtifed hy Roman Catholics) heguitly condemms 
as replete with wickednefs and mifchief. The intercited ufe made 
_by. the Popes of, the doctrine. of purgatory;\ is.alfo fhowm ma 
Pia aod evenJudicrous point.of view ;.apd, .as, the 
exe addretied appears to haye.been a ftrenpons atlvocate, for 
" praythg to Saints and Angels, this praicg of othe «Roman sCa- 
tholics is powerfully affailed by the author, and the more f¢rip- 
ptural doétride ‘of the Protettants, on this fabjeét, ‘cléarly ftaed 
and -ably defended. . In the feetind of thefe differtations the av- 
-thor’ gives a of brief thercehe dP the ‘origin’ and pro “ of 
popith powes.*’ Several eruclties ckercifed uipon Proreitants “ 
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the Romith Chorch are alfo enumerated and proved irom authicns 
tic hiftory. ‘The’ author; inthe next place, takes»a compara. 
tive view of the various! modes of worfhip which:haye, atidif- 
fereht periods, engaged the attentiow of mankind, wares 
that, “in many refpects, the Hindoo.is at leaft-as good a Chrif- 
tian as the Catholic,’*.andrthae St. Paul and St. John’s deferip: 
tions of ‘* the man of fin’ (2 Theff. xi..4, and Rev. xvii.j-are 
an exaét delineation of the pretended reprefentative of St. «Ped 
ter. ‘The vindication of our clergy from the attacks of the 
author's Catholic friend is-catidid.and ablé ; ‘but we are particu, 
lariyspleafed. with: the paflage\which fates what ‘the Eftablithed 
Church in this kingdom really isyari Grder to prove it to be ‘the 
true Church of Chriit.’’ With an extraét of this flage (al- 
though it is followed by many other important “femarks) we will 
conclude our accoupt of’ this work, ‘oar lithits permitting us ofly 
toadd, that the weahah will find it to contdih a ufefill cémipendiam 
of the argrments agaihft popery, and a moft fatisfattory deferice 
of our national eftablifhmenr and Proteftant Faith. " 

“ The true Church of Chrift is am outward and vifible fociety 
of men profefling chriftjanity, und goveriied by ‘the fuccéffors of 
the apofties, having the piiblic worfhtp of God, and the vifible fa- 
craments inftituted by Chrift himfelf,. Yet,° I'do not here with 
to infinuate the exiftence of an outward, vifitle fociety of men; 
void of all human faflings aia imperfettions, in affairs either fpi- 
ritual or temporal, becadfe, moft undoubtedly, fuch a focie:¥ 
never yet exiited in the world. ‘“AS a proof of this affertion, we 
are aflured by that word which cannot lie, that there is not 4 
perfect. man upon thé earth, not even a St, Peter or a St.Paul, 
much lefs then any déhomination of Chriftians, Yet this does 


-not_ by any means invalidate the certainty that a vifible’ church 


has really exifted, ever fince the days of Jefus Chrift, which’ he 
has promifed to guidé into all truth, and fupport unto the end of 
time. From this church, ‘or ‘vithble focicty of Chriftiats, the 
Church of England'did fiot depart, but took her mode! from the 
primitive ages, and only relinquithed thofe erro and impofitiony 
which pious fraud had introduced, and the arm of civil power had 
impofed upon mankind. ‘The reformation was never intended for 
any other ‘ee than to repair and beautify the ofiginal fabric, 
which was obfeured’ and defaced by the rude hand’ of fapertttition, 
and the deiigns of wicked, “mercenary men, ~"Mencé’-ip is evi. 
dent, that the Church 6f England exifted, préevioully tothe re. 
formation, in‘ the vifible fociety of Chriftians. “Tillthat mos 
Wentous period it was gradually become like a beautiful image’ 
befmeared With’ filth, and’ concealed under incredible mafies of 
rubbith, by the aftonifhing power of afpiring governors, and the 


artifices of prieftcraft, whith were fuccefsfully, practifed upon the’ 
credulity off a deluded world. Aftera fi of ges drigyea 


en this @ate of degraded ignorance, the errors and abufes were 
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teenth and {ubfequent centurics.’’—** A moft complete detection 
and expofure of the grofs errors and fuperftitious abufes of the 
Church of Romehave,’’ the author truly adds, ‘‘ refulted from thot 
tedious, painful, and elaborate-difcuflions,’’ He thould therefore 
have deemed it, unneceffary 4,10 obtrude on the public: what was 
originally prepared for the perufal only of a private individual,” 
but that the Catholics are gaining profelytes in the neighbour. 
hood, where thefe obfervations took their rife,,and it cannot be 
doubted that ** their do¢trincs are infinuated with aftonifhing 
fuccefs among the lower orders of thé contmunity.”’ 
|.» Both thefe Differtations are addreiled to a friend. of the author, 
-who, it feems, had been induced to defert the Proteftant commy. 
gion, and unite ia faith with the Church of Rome... ‘The princi. 
pal arguments. in favour of .protettancifm are here ftated with 
_perfpicuity, and.enforeed vinh energy. The author begins with 
aGerting, (what the Church of Rome denies) the right of private 
judgment, in matters of religion, . The confequences of furreo. 
dering this.right, and the abfurdities which the Romanifts are 
obliged to believe and to pracufe, are placed in a firiking point 
of view,..more efpecially che adoration of the hoft... Had this 
adoration, (fays the author) been prattifed in the primitive ages 
of Chrifhanity, whilit paganifin was yet in power, the heathens, 
without doubt, .woald have retorted upon the Chriftians that rail. 
Nery with,which, the Chriftians fo fevercly ridiculed the heathens.” 
“© As the heathens never made’ fach replies, it is evident,’’ she 
_adds, .“4.that neither the adoration of the hoft was'the’ practice, 
nor tranfubftantiation the doétrine, of the primitive ages of Chrif- 
fianity.’’ He, purfues, at confiderable length,. the arguments 
_againit tianfybRanuation, . and fhows how much more rational is 
th > Proteftant doctrine on the fubject of the Sacrament. . He 
next expofes. ihe pretended miracles of. the Romifh Church, and 
contrafts.the vaguc, uncertain, and abfurd accounts of them, with 
the ,attettations ef ihe real miraeles wrought by Chriit and ‘his 
sAepottles, sock. spar. ny Hs 
»-» Lhe dogtrine of indulgences is next reprobated,: as the mot 
«pernicious of all thofe which have difyraced the, Romith Church; 
nor is the author mach lefs fevere on the pretended néceflity of coa- 
feilion, which (as, pragtifed hy Roman Catholics) hejuftly condemps 
as replete with wickednefs and mifchief. The intercited ufe made 
_by. the Popes of, the dofiring..of purgatory;\ is. alfo fhowm ma 
Pia aod evenJudicrous ap ge, and, -as, the friend 
exe addreiled appears to haxe been a, ftrepyons.-atlvocate, for 
prayiig to Saints and Angels, this practice of othe « Roman Ci- 
tholics is powerfully affailed by the author, and the more f¢rip- 
»taral doéttride ‘of the Protetants, on* this fabjeét, clearly ftuted 
and ably defended. . Inthe feetind of thefe differtations the av- 
thor’ gives a" brief thereho ap: the ‘origin’ and progref of 
popith power.*’ Several eruchties ckercifed tipon Proreitants . 
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the Romifh Chorch are alfo enumerated and proved irom authens 
tic hiftery. ‘The’ author; .in the next place, takes»a compara. 
tive view of the various! modes:of worfhip which:haye, at.dif- 
fereht periods, engaged the attentiow of mankind, eet 
that, ‘in many refpects, the Hindoo. is at leaitas good a Chrif- 
tian as the Catholic,’*.andrthae Sts Paul and St. John’s deferip: 
tions of “the man of finy’ (2 Theff. xi..4, and Rev. xvii.jare 
an exa&t delineation of the pretended reprefentative of St.:Pes 
ter. ‘Lhe vindication of our clergy from the attacks of the 
aiithor’s Catholic friend is-catidid.and ablé ; ‘but we are particu. 
larly,pleafed. with the paflage'which ftates what the Eftablithed 
Church in this kingdom really: isyariGrder to prove it to.be ‘the 
true Church of Chriit.’’ With an extract of this lage (al. 
though it is followed by many other imiportant"femarks)} we will 
contlude our accougt of this work, ‘oar limits permitting us ofly 
toadd, that the seats will find’ it to contdih a ufefill cémpendium 
of the argements aguipft popery, and a moft farisfattory deterice 
of ‘our national eftablifhment and Proteftant Faith, _— 
“The true Church ‘of Chrift is am outward and vifible fociety 
of men profefling chriftjanity, und goveriied by ‘the fuccéffors af 
the apoftles, having the pilblic worfhip’of God, and the vifible fa- 
craments inftituted by Chrift himfelf,. Yet,° Ido not here with 
to infinuate the exiftehce of an outward, vifitle fociety of men; 
void of all human fallings\aia imperfettions, in affai+s either {pi- 
ritual or temporal, Becaife, moft undoubtedly, fuch a focie:y¥ 
never yet exilted in the world. ‘“As a proof of this affertion, we 
are affured by that word which cannot lie, that there is not d 
perfect. man upon thé edrth, not even a St, Peter or a St.'Paul, 
much lefs then any déhomination of Chriftians, Yer this dots 


-not_ by any means ifivalidate the certainty that a vifible church 


has really exifted, ever fince the days of Jefus Chrift, which’ he 
has promifed to guidé into all truth, and fupport unto the end of 
time. From this church, ‘or ‘vitible focicty of Chriftiats, the 
Church of England‘did fiot depart,’ but took her model from the 
primitive ages, and only relinquifhed thofe errors and impofitigns 
which pious fraud had introduced, and the arm of civil power had 
impofed upon mankind. “The reformation was never intended for 
any other 0 than to repair and beautify the ofiginal fabric, 
which was obfcured and defaced by ‘the rude hand’ of faperftition, 
and the deiigns of wicked, “mercenary men,’ ~"Mencé’ip is’ evi. 
dent, that the Church of England exited, préviouily tothe re. 
formation, in‘ the vifiblé’fociety of Chriftians. °Till’that mos’ 
wentous period it, was gradually become like a beautiful image’ 
befmeared With’ filth, and’concealed under incredible mafies of 
tubbith, by the aftonifhing power of afpiring governors, and the 
artifices of prieftcraft, whith were fuccefsfully, pratifed upon the 
credulity a deluded world. After a fucceliton of ages dragged 
en this @ate of degraded ignorance, the errors and abufes were 
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at length detetted and expofed. The image then, like our holy 
Church, gradually aflumed its priftine beauty, and regained ics 
celeftial fplendour. Hence the vifibility and pe tuity of our 
Church is clearly proved, which the members of the Church of 
Rome affert to be impoflible, becaufe they will not fuffer us to 
be a reformed church, which is really.true;, but are defirous of 
making us a new eitablithed church, which is evidently falfe.” 
P. irs. Lr te. 


Art. 90. A baief Treatife on Death, phile/aphically, morally, 
and practically cenfidered. By RobereFellawes, A.M. Oxon, 
rumo. 193 pp. 3s. Mawman. 18@5. 7 


The title of this tra€t is ftrictly accurate, The fubjeé, of 
death is here confidered, philefophically, morally, and practi. 
cally, with -refpeet to human conduct, protceding. from mere 
human ‘motives, but with :as hittle of amy confideration that is 
peculiar to Chriftianity, as can poffibly be infufed into a trea. 
tife on fuch a topic, This is all we could expect from Mr. Fel. 
lowes, who, though apparently very zealous in the religion he 
holds, has. invented for himfit as diluted apd lowered a Chrif, 
tianity as is heldy by any pesfon, not_abfolutely profeffing foci. 
nianifm, , He, feems;tg fee in, it nothing beyond “ the rule of 
right implanted in.our minds, and xatifed, hy, the Chriftian doc, 


trine,"’-—-P. 130... He fees nothing in. hentance, bat a tendency 
‘* to. improve, the, difpeftion of the pitfons ,and confequently 


to leff-y, the necefiny, and mitigate the feyerjty of punifhment.’* 
He appears to fe¢ nothing * the regulation or neglect of the 
mind, but the formation ef babits, virruons or vicious; nor it 
the power, of Chriftianity. to amend this difpofition, but the 
fimple efficacy of the Chriftian dottrine, as a moral infteuction. 
‘The only fymptom of higher notions appears, in the prayer pre. 
fixed tothe work, in which he prays Sor the affiitance of that 
Holy Spirit, for feeking which not,a,fingle, precept is given te 
the dying faint or fianer, throughout his tra¢t on death. 

_ We know. that this author. has refpectable admirers, ahd we 
are yery, reudy. to allow, that, he writes with ingenuity, with clears 
nefs, and fometimes with vigour; yet we much doubt whether 
any real.good can. be effected by tracts writteo by a Chriftian 
minifter, ‘and containing litue or nothing of Chriftian principle. 
The prefent tra. is certainly ingenidys and. well, written ; and, 
mpany arguments, net new indeed, but morally found, are drawn 
up in a very good form... But they who fhall be molt rbuched by 
it will only be made moralifts, not Chriftians }, face ndt a word 
is faid in it of any merits, but thofe of the individual; of aay, 
expiation but that of his. own perfonal faffering ;, nor of any, iM» 
fluence by which the foul ¢an be atuated or improved) except that, 
ef moral confidgrations and, habits. - % to sah ae 
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. MISCELLANIES. 


Ant. 31. Elements of Ujeful Knowledge, Drawn up for the 
Uf of Children, in Queflions and AnJawers. By F. Albutt, Ma/- 
ter of Broomfgrove-Lickey School, InTen Parts. 48. each, 
r2opp. Button, &c. 1806. 


* Another Mid/ummer having happily brought together our fri 
of juvenile critics, we committed thefe minute volumes to their 
ud t; concerning which they thus exprefs themfelves :-— 
We fhould recommend to the xonmge/?, among our fellow-ftudents, 
this epitome of geography, aftconomy, natural philofophy, hif: 
tory, chronology, grammar, and arithmetic, if itdid not bring 
to our recolle@ion a remark in one of the Nambers of the Britifh 
Critic, the fubitance of which is this: that, in thefe days, when 
the prefs is made a vehicle of fo much mifchief to the world, it 
is not uncommon to find a whole we/wme written for the fake 
of diffuling eve mifchievous fentiment. That the author of this 
work compofed it with fuch a view, is more than we affirm; but 
that fuch a fentiment is contained in ity a fingle extra& (we think) 
will prove. “It [ France] has for fome time had a more /jettled 
appearance, under the government of Bonapartes’* P. 29. O that 
an Englithman, who loves his country, or any one, who loves his 
fellow.men, fhould {peak with complacency concerning thegoverns 
ment of Bonaparte !—a government, founded upon rebellion, mur, 
ders, and maffacres, every fubject of which “is now an. alfolute 
fave! and the head of which has for many years threatened out happy 
ifland with invafion and defolation. Shall we then litten-to a pre- 
ceptor, who would imprefs upon our tender minds one favourable 


- fentiment concerning fuch a man as this; while other: poten. 


tates are ftigmatized; and while our own moft amiable and re. 
vered Sovereign is paffed by in difrefpectful and fullen filence! a 
preceptor, who can find xe charader for Englifomen; while the 
French are extolled as “ polite, lively, and ingenious !'* P. 29. 


Frown any clofer intercourfe with this polite nation, may Heaven 


long detend us! while, cafting away with indignation fuch in. 

Rructions as thefe, we hold falt and indefatigably ftudy the books 

towhich we are accuftomed ; in which, a love of.true liberty, 

aod its infeparable concomitint—a moft ardent affection for our 

King and Country, are (with the aid) of our much . refpected 

teachers) perpetually inculcated upor our minds! 

Ant. 32. The Spefator in Miniature: Being a CalleRion of the 
principal Religions, Moral, Hamourons, Satyrical, and Critical 
Effvys contained in that celebrated Publication. Compreffed into 
two Volumes. By the Rev. F. Prevoft and F,,W. Blagdon, 
E/g.- 2 Vols. samo. 2s. 6d. each. Suttaby. 1805. 


To Engtith readers the $pe@ater can want no tecommendation, 
and therefore our account of this work may be brief; extending 
Aaj3 only 
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only to the ob/e4 which the editors had in their view, and which 
appears to us highly commgndable. ' 

‘© Our obje:t has been, by a judicious  felettion, ‘and by 
omitting the papers which had only a temporary ‘adaptation, to 
tendermore univerfal the circulation of fuch an invalaa'tle work 
of morality. With this view wé have endeavoured tq ilet the 
ferious: and: the: gay relieve each other by their: diftribution, 
Pafling over mo of thofe effays which. at:acked the. reigning 
falhious of the time, we have feduloufly fele&ed thofe. where the 
natural ‘hiftory ofthe human mind is fkilfully. defcribed, and 
which exhibit faithful pi@ures even of the.prefent..manners. In 
our time, asall ftrictnefs,of +hehayviour in the fair, fex feems to. be 
ridiculed, and their chara¢ter deftroyed in.the vortex of fahhion- 
able d:flipition; and it is evident that they place their ambition 
and pleafures.on objects which will lait no longer than youth and 
good fortune ;werhave carefully preferved thofe eflays, in which 
our mild moralift gently marks and attacks the little foibles 
and errors of women ; where he earneftly exhorts them, for their 
own happinefs and comfort, ,to become, by their virtues, fhining 
ornaments to their, parents, hafbands, and children. We hare 
alfo affiduoufly retained, thofe effays which fo powerfully enforce 
the duties of focial life, and unfold the caufes of mifconduct.and 
diftrefs; but particularly thofe which infift on. the neceflity of 
piety towards the Supreme Being, which awfully difplay his at- 
tributes, and prove the comforting and glorious hope of immor- 
tality.’’ P.v. ; 

The preface is well concluded by afalutary wih, ; ** that fome 
eloquent eflayift, fome modern Spectator, may arife, to ridicule 
the contemptible follies of the day, to check the growing pro- 
fligacy of manners, and top the alarming shoaaie of zealous 
fanaticifm; and that, inftead of contradictory, abfurd, and. idle 
reports of news-writers, the daily prefs, by prefenting fhort and 
moral effays, may again be turned into a vehicle of wifdom and 
virtue, and applied to make men wife and good, rather than pre- 
judiced and talkative politicians.”’. P. vi. ; 

Prefixed to thefe papers are biographical fketches of the prin- 
cipal authors, 


Anat. 33. Reafous for rejeBing the Profumptive. Evidence of Mr, 
Abnon, that ** Mr. Hugh Bovd was the Writer of Fert 


With Paffiges feleted to prove the Real Author of t tiers of 
Furius, Bvo. 56 pp. 28. »Highley. 1807. , 


That the celebrated Letters of Junins were not written by Mr. 
Macauley Boyd, is an opinion which we have long entertained, 
and * often afferted. But the writer before us, not fatisfied with 


——"* 





* See Brit, Crit. vol.a1. p» 612, KaI1. p. 326, and xVt- 
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difproving the claim of that gentleman, has brought forward a 
new candida‘e forthe bondur(or difhonour) in tguiftian. _ This 
candidate is no lefs a perfon than the well-known Gen. Lee, the 
champion of the American Rebellion, and determ ned ¢enemy-of 
hisown country. Confidering all citcumftances, a greater im. , 
probability could (in our opinion) be fcarcely dev fod, ,than the, 
affertion that. General Lee was the writer called Juniys. There is. 
however. the pofitive teftimony of a gentleman of. the name of * 
Rodney, to a confeffion by the General that he was the author 
of thofe Letters. Admitting the veracity of this gentleman | 
(with whom, however, the author of this traét feems not to have 
any acquaintance) we cannot be certain that General Lee, whofe 
behaviour (if he was in earneft) feems to have been Very unguard. 
ed, did not intend to banter or m'flead his friend. _ This author 
indeed replies fatisfaQorily to fome objeftions of Mr. Almon,. 
reting on the fuppofed abfence of the General from England at. 
the feveral times of publication. But our chief objection to this 
hypothefis is, the excreme and effeftual caution adopted by the. 
writer to prevent a difcovery ; a caution fo inconfiftent with the . 
rafh and daring chara¢ter of General Lee, and the fituation-in 
which he ftood at that period, (as ftated by this writer himfelf) 
as be had then loft all hope of promotion or favour, and had no 
meafures to keep with the government. ‘The real Junius ma 
have been difappoinied, bat we do not think he was a def. 
perate man, like General Lee; wha, if he was Junius, feems 
to have no fufficient motive for carefully ‘concealing it (ex- 
cept in the fingle inftance related) to theglay of his death. ‘The 
paflages cited from his letters to prove a refemblance of ftyle, are 
far from convincing us; fince the refemblance confifts chiefly in 
very trite expreffions, which have flowed from’ the pen of a thou- 
fand authors, nnconneéted with each other. ; 

One very curious argument is produced by this author, which 
is, that ** the /ega? knowledge of Junius tends 10 prove him to 
be—a Sildier J’? By this mode of reafoning the military knowledge 
(or at leaft the acquaintance with military tranfactions) undoubr. 
edly thown by Junius, would prove him to be—e Lewyer! In 
our opinion, however, the legal knowledge of that celebrated 
writer ‘is but fuperficial, fach as bx well-informed man might. 
pick up; and although, for f:veral reafons, We cannot afcribe 
the letters of Junius to a man of General ‘Lee’s chiata¢ter and fitv- 
ation, the notion of that author being a military man, of high 
rank and great talents, but difappointed “and mortified, rather 
predominates with us. . 7 

; & SUN 


Art. 34. The Miforicsof Human Lift; oF thélaft Groans of Timothy 
| Tey and Samudl pine? & with a few Sil cmewrne 
Jrom Mrs. Tefty, With which dre now \for the fio Timetn fer. 
Sperfed Varieties, incidental to the principal Matter, in Proft anh, 
A ad Verfe. 
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Verfo. In wine additional Dialegues, as everbeard by Fame 
Beresford, A). Fellows of Merton College, Oxford. Vol. ii, 
2m. 292 pp. Miller. 1807. 


The whimfiea! originality of this work has been rewarded by 
a fuccefs nota little extraordinary, having carried the firft volume 
to afeventh if not an eighth edition*. Yet it would have heen 
perhaps as well, if the author had not fuffered himfelf to be 
tempted to purfue it to a fecond volume. There were few readers, 
we Falter’, who did not feel, that even in the firft volume the 
jeft was carried rather too far; and though the unexpected accu. 
mulation of. mock miferies, on fo great a variety of fubjecs, 
hac its effe& in heightening the humour, and creating a kind of 
ridiculous aftonifament, yet we cannot always be wondering; nor 
can laugh for ever at an extravagance, bordering for the moft part 
very clofely upon nonfenfe. The attempts of others, either to 
take Mr. B.’s thought out of his hznds, or to endeavour to 
produce a contraft to it, were in themfelves paltry, and could 
not poflibly fucceed; becaufe when fuch a fancy has lof its 
novelty, it has loft almoft every thing. His own continuation 
referves the fpirit of the firft part, as much as it can he pre, 
erved where a thought is hunted down to the utmoft. But the 
additions brought in’ to make up a volume, the verfes, the 
thoughts about taylors, and a number of other fancies, called 
i the title. page Varieties, will neither add tothe credit of the book, 
nor the celebrity of the author. The whole forms a book quite 
impoflible to be read in regular continuation, , The reader dips 
fora thought, as a certain clafs of fociety are faid formerly to 
have dipped for wigs; fometimes he brings up a very good one, 
and fometimes one which feeias as if it never could have been fit 
for any head in the world, 


Art. 35. The Fore? Pruner; or Timber-Owner’s Afiftant: be. 
ing a Treatife on the Training ar Management of Britis Timber 
Trees, whether intended for Ufe, Ornament, or Shelter: Ine 
cleding an Explamation of the Caufes of their general Difeafes 
and DefcAs, with the Means of Prevention, aud Remedies where 
praficable:—Alfe an Examination of the Priperties of Basi’ 
Fir Timber; with Remarks on the Defects of the old, and the 


Outlines 4 a new Syftem far the Management of Oak Woods. 
e 


With cight explanatory Plates. By William Pontey, 8v0. 
277 pp. 12s. Hluddersficld printed, White and Mawman, 
London. £806. 


After fo ample a tith, the reader may form fome idea of the 
manber in which thofe various articles are treated, by confider. 


_ oe 





* See our account of the 1% volume, Br. Crit. Vol, xxvitl- 
p 208. 
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ing that the whole, preface, dedication, and index included, con. 
only of*277 pages, and thofe not very large of full. | 

In the preface, this author, full'of his own merits and confe. 
qnence, requefts ‘« not to be inconfiderately claffed with a deferip. 
tion of writers, who fend books into the world, much, better 
calculated for fale than ufe.’’ 

« Prefuming,’’ he continues, “ this to be granted,’ the reader 
is informed in return, that if he expect the following fheets ‘* to 
be principally compofed of theories; or to furnith little more 
than his library can already afford, he will be equally difap- 
pointed |’ Well promifed! 

The work. begins with a variety of general obfervations on 
the recent improvements of arts, fciences, manufactures, and 
agriculture, while an object fo nearly allied to the latter as the 
improvement ef timber remains nearly, if not abfolutely, ftationary. 
The author likewife laments the acknowledged fcarcity of tim- 
ber in this country, and augurs a further increafe of thet evil if 
planting be not encouraged, and this be not followed up by the ne. 
aeflary attention to Pee 

“When Mr. P. firft began to ftudy the fubje&, he had recourfe 
to books for information ; but finding them all ufelefs, erroneous, 
and, as he expreffes it, at variance swith reafon and nature, he 
next endeavoured to derive information from reafon and nature. 
He then begins to criticize the peintipe) writers on the fubje& 
who have preceded him, fuch as Evelyn, Lawfon, Kennedy, and 
efpecially the late Mr. Forfyth. In fhort, finding that nothing 
ufeful could be gathered from books, he endeavoured to ftudy 
nature, whence he learned the importance of pruning. ‘The exa.- 
mination of the ufual defects of timber, to which he prefixes a 
brief explanation of the courfe of the fap in trees, extends as far 
as the 145th page; after which he enters on the art. of pruning, 
gradually explaining what is meant by a trained tree, the ufe of 
the branches, and how to diftinguith thofe which ought from thofe 
which ought not to be cut off, in order to improve the fhape and 
fize of the tree, andfo forth ; a agar >. be explanations by means 
of references to eight neat plates, which are difperfed throughout 
the book. In the courfe of thofe explanations he relates fevéral 
comparative experiments, which undoubtedly tend to corroborate 
his rules and obfervations. But fince he generally appeals to.ex- 
pees and fince other writers do the fame, it naturally fol. 
ows, that the propriety or iarepriey of his method mutt be 
ultimately determined by the tef of experience, 

Befides the art of pruning foreft-trees, this author likewife 
briely treats of plantations, of ornamental trees; and fo forth. 
His ftyle is neither elegant nor concife, yet in general he is tole. 
po clear and explicit. A ufeful index is fybjoined to this 
work, 
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Aarts 36. A detailed Aeconnt of the Battle of Aufterlitz, 7 the’ 
Auftrian Mi jar Geeeral Seutierbein s tranflated from the Prench 
by Major Pine Cofit, Afffavt Quarter Moft-+ General t0 the 
Brity~h Army Svo. 58. « Goddard. ©1807. 


This authenti¢ and maflerly account af one of the moff ecle. 
brated battles which ever took place between contending armies, 
is Gstailed with equal perfpicuity and force. Nothing can be 
atore evident than that the combined powers were fairly out. 
generalled by the French, and that all the gallantry and intre. 
pidity of the Ruffians and Auttrians availed nothing, againtt the 
bold and well imagined manacurvees of the French. We give the 
folfowing ex«ra‘t : 

© Te will noc have efcaped the obfervation of the experienced 
foldier,”’ MajorC. fays, ** that it is principally to the followin 
easfes that the lofs of this bartleis to be attributed. To the want 
of correétnefs in the information poff:ffed by the allies, as to the 
ehemy’s army ;. to the bad plan of attack, fuppofing th: enemy to 
hare been entrenched ina polition which he did not occupy ; to the 
movements executed the day hefare the attaek, and in fight of 
the enemy, in order to gain the right flank of the French; to 
the great intetval between the columns when they quitted the 
Weights of Pratzen; and to their want of communication with 
each other.” To thefe caufes may be attributed the firk misfor- 
times of the Aufro-Ruifian army. But, in fpite of thefe capital 
errors, it would (till have been paffible to reftore the fortune of 
the day in favour of the allies, if the fecond and third columns 
had'thought I-f, of the primary difpofition, and attended more 
t the enemy, who, by the boldnefs of his manacuvre, com. 
plerely overthrow che bafts on which the plan of attack was 
toinded: or, if the firft column which poffeffed the means of 
dog fo, inftead of retiring by Anielt, as before mentioned, 
Had marched to the affiflance of the two former, and, together 
with them (or at Ieaft with what remained of them) had moved 
upon the heights, of which the French had as yet bur a preca- 
rious poffedion, fo long as the left of the allies was unbroken, and 
their extreme right, which made only feeble demonftrations, 
continued at Poforfitz.”’ 

Major Coffin has performed his part with great ability, and 
perlithed a book which mult ever havea place in the dibraries 
of military men, or who are anxious to have the details of battles 
which decide the fatesof nations, ‘To have mad? ir perfeét it 
frauid have been accompanied by amap. Major Cofita infotmsus 

at Chauchard’s Map of Moravia is ‘* woefully deficient, both 
in the names of the villages and in geographical accutacy.’? We 


Kad heard this before. 


Ant. 37. ‘The Preeeptor and his Pupils ; or Dialigues, Examina- 
tions, and Exercifes on Grammar iu General, aad the Exglifh 
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Grammar in particular, "sg the Ufe of Schools and Private Stu« 
dents, By George Crabd, Mafter of the Commercial and Lite. 
vary Seminary. 8vo. 38. 6d. Boofey. 1807. 


This grammar, or rather illuftration of grammar, feems exceed. 


ingly well adapted to its propofed purpofe, which is that of 


grounding younger pupils in the firft principles of grammar. It 
js the want of this precifion in the numeroes feminaries and feed. 
thops of education in the vicinity of the metropolis, which re. 
turns fo many flip-flop half-cducated young people of both fexes 
to their parents, who, when called upon to write, prove them. 
felves utterly ignorant of grammatical accuracy. 


Ant. 38. Chronological, biographical, and mifcellaneous Exers 
cifes on a new Plan, defigned for the Use of young Ladies, | By 
William Butler, Teacher of Writing, Accounts, and Geography 
in Ladies’ Schools. The third Edition ggeatly enlarged. 
1zmo, 78. Afperne. 1807. 


Mr. Butler has before publifhed Exercifes on the Globes, and 
other ufeful books for young perfoas. With refpect to the pre. 
fent, we have feldom feen fuch a quantity of ufeful information 
in fo fmall a compafs. Many of the articles indeed are unim- 
portant, but all may be ferviceable as exercifes for the memory. 
The plan is a very good one, and the prefatory matter explain. 
ing the names ef the days of the weeks and months of the year, 
which are not often found in fchool books, judicioufly intro. 
duces the work: itfelf.. It is alfo very neatly and diftinély 
printed, and we have had occafion to notice very few errors of 
any kind. rate 
Art.39. Am Account of the Navigation and Commerce of the 

Black Sea, collected from original Sources, By Charles Wilkin. 

jon, 8vo. 25. 6d. Collins. 1807. * 


The author .wifhes this publication to be confidered as a {ups 
plement to Mr. Eton’s book on the Commerce and Navigation 
of the Black Sea, and has compiled it partly from a French work, 
printed in 1805, and partly from Storch’s Picture of Roffia. As 
long as Malta fhall remain in our poffeffiony it may be important, 
and perhaps neceffary, that the garrifon fhould be fupplied with 
corn from the fouthern provinces of Ruffia. But the afpett of 
things is now fo changed, that ft is to,be feared that Rufhia will 
endeavour to throw thé balance of commerce into the hands of 
the French, who have long had decided advantages in the Black 
Sea. Englifh readers in: general are not well informed concern. 
ing this part of the Sod and are ignorant that the Black Sea 
's covered wath innumerable veffels from the Crimea, Circaffia, ° 
Natolia, Romelia, Bulgaria, Moldavia, &c. ‘This isa very 
neat and ufeful traét, and we fhall be heartily glad to find chat 
our merchants may have occafion to attend to the fuggeiiions 
which it judicioufly communicates. 
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MONTHLY LIST OF PUBLICATIONS, 


DIVINITY. 

A Sermon preached at the Parifh Church of St. Andrew by the 
Wardrobe, and St. Anne, Blackiriars, on Tuefday in Whitfaa. 
week, May 19, 1807, before the Society for Miffions to Africa, 
and the Eaft, initituted by Members of the Eftablithed Church; 
being their Seventh Anniverfary. By the Rev. Bafil Woodd, 
M. A. Miniter of Bentinck Chapel, Marybone, &c. 1s. 


A Body of Theology, principally praétieal, in a Series of Lee. 
tures, with a copious Index. By Robert Fellawes, A. M. Oxo, 
z vols. 18s. 


Primitive Truth, or an Hiftory of the Internal State of the 
Reformation, exprefied by the early Reformers in their Writings, 
and in which A. Qveition concerning the Calvinifm of the 
Church of England 1s determined by pofitive Evidence. vo, 
73. 


A Sermon on the Tranflation of the Scriptures into Oriental 
Languages, preached before the Univerfity of Cambridge, May 
10, 1807. By the Rev. Francis Wrangham, M. A, F.R.S, 


gto. 35. 6d. 


Reflections on the Sinfulvefs of Cruelty to Animals, ina Ser. 
mon preached at All Saints Church, Southampton, on Sunday, 
Aug. 16,1807. By Richard Mant, M.A. 1s. 


Remarks on the Arguments advanced by Mr. P. Edwards, for 
the Baptifm Church Memberthip and Salvation of Infants. By 
Jofeph Dobell. 3s. 


The Caufes of the Increafe of Methodifm and Diffention ¢on-_ 
fidered ina Sermon. By Robert Acklom Ingram, Rector of Se- 
grave, Leicefterfhire. With Appendixes. 45. 


Sermons, by Samucl Charters, D. D. Minifter of Wilton, 
North Britain. 8vo. 7s. 


Obfervations on the Prophet Jonah, by a Farmer. 1s. 


A Reply to certain Obfervations of the Right Rev. Dr. Mil- 
per, upon the Sequel to the Examination of the Roman Catholic 
Claims, including fome Notice of the Tranfa&tions of 1791 and 
1793: of Dr. Troy’s Paftoral Charge; of the Pope’s Refcript; 
of the Remarks upon the Bifhop of Durham's Charge, and the 
Acts of the Council of Canftance ; Mr. Sidney Smith’s Sermon, 
aod other Matters. By the Rev. Thomas Le Mefurver, Rector 
of Newnton Lengville, in the County of Bucks, afd Jate Fellow 
of New College, Oxford. gs. 6d. 


A Sermon, preached at the Second General Vifitation of the 
Right Rev. the Lord Bitop of Revheiter, holden at Tunbridge, 
wy 
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in Kent, July 10th, 1807. By the Rev. Phillips Moneypenny, 
pi. A. Vicarof Hadlow, Kent, 18. 


The Teftimony of the Spirit of God in the Faithful. A 
Sermon preached July 1ft, 20, and 30, 1807, at the Vifitation 
of the Rev. the Archdeacon of Berkthire. By the Rev. Ar 
ther Onflow, D.D. Dean of Worcetfter and Archdeacon of 
‘Perkfhire. 158. 

The Necefliry of Chriftian Amity, with the moft probable 
Means of its Advancement. A Sermon preached at St. Peter's 
Charch, Cuermarthen, on ‘Thurfday, July 3d, 1806, before the 
Society for Promoting Chriftian Knowledge, and’ Church Union 
in the Diocefe of St. David’s, and publithed at their Requeft. 
By the Rev. Charles Piggott Pritchett, M.A. Re@or of St. 
Petrox, and Prebendary of St. David’s. ‘Io which is added, 
an Account of the Society. 45. 


Diatefferon; or the Gofpel Hiftory, from the Texts of the 
four Evangelifts, in a connected Series, with Notes critical and 


explanatory. By Robert ‘Thomfon, Writer in Edivburgh, 7s. 
HISTORY. 

ir preeet of Magna Grecia. By William Wilkins, 

on M.A. FLS. A. Folio. tol. 10s. 


“aq on he Gazetteer of the moft remarkable Places in the 
World: with bricf Notices of the Principal Hiftorical Events, 
aud mott celebrated Perfons connected with them. By Thomas 
Bowra. gs. 

Narrative of the Operations of a Small Britith Force, onder 
the Command of Sir Samuel Achmuty, employed in the Redac. 
tion of Monte Video. With an Appendix of Official and other 
Documents, By a Field Officer oa the Stuth. gto. 


MEDICALe 


The Metaphyfie of Man: or the pure Part of the Phy ology 
eof Mans T ‘ranil: ited from the German of J.C. Goldbeck. By 
‘. F, W addington, M.D. 5s. 

A Mechanical Analyfts of the General Conftruction of Tputics, 
as ufed for the Relief and Cure ot Ruprurs 36 To which 's 
added, ‘a Defcription of an improved Parent Trufs, conftructed 
by the Author, Robert Salmon, of Wobern, Bedfordfhire. 
38. Od. | 


_ A Rowland for an Oliver, in Anfwer to Dr. Mofeley's Oliver 
tor a Rowland: and to Mr. Birch: contanung a Defence of 
Vaccination. By John ting. 


A Hiftory and Analy fis of the Mineral’ Waters, fituared 4g 
Burterby, bear Derhem. By W.R. Clennv, M.D. sos. 
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Obfervations on the Preparaticn, Utility, and Adminiftrs. 
tion of the Digitalis Purpurea, or Fox Glove, in Dropfy of .the 
Cheft, Confumption, Hemorshage, Scarlet Fever, and Meafles, 
&e. Including a Sketch of the Medical Hiftory of this Plane, 
and an Account of the Opinions of thofe Authors, who bave 
written upon it during the Jat Thirty Years, &c. By William 
Hamilton, M. D. Phyfician at Bury St. Edmuid’s, Suffolk, 
Svo. 6s. 

POLITICS, 


An Expofure of the Principies of the Difciples of the Demon 
of Darknefs, alias Parfon Horne, the immaculate High Prictt, 
ts. Od. 


The Camelion, or the Cobbett of 1802, contrafted with the 
Cobbett of 1807. 15, 


Catholic Principles of Allegiance illuftrated. By the Rev. 
Thomas Gillow. as. 6d. 


Reflections on the late Proceedings and Difcaffion concerning 
the lare Roman Catholics, refpectfully addreifed to the Inhabi- 
tantsof Hull. By John Hill. as, 


A Bricf Statement of the Grievances the Catholics in thef 
Realms (till labour under. 15, 


Obfervations on the Defence of Great Britain, and its princi- 
pal Dock-yards. By James Glenic, Efq. formerly of his Mas 
jefty’s Corps of Enginecrs, M. A, and F. R.S. 108. 


Bri‘ain Independence of Commerce; or Proofs deduced from 
an lovefligation intorthe truc Caufes of the Wealth of Nations, 
that our Riches, Profperity, and Power, are derived from Re. 
fources il here mt a0 ourtelyes, and would not be affected, even 
though our Commerce were anuililated. By Walliam Spence, 
E.L.S. 98. 


Oil without Vinegar, ‘and Dignity without Pride; or Bri- 
titi America and Weft India Interefts confidered. By Macall 
Medford. 


Refleétions.on the Peace between Ruflia and France, concluded 
at Tilfit, July 8, 1807. 15. 


Refleftions on the Peace between Ruffia and Frence, in which 
te ‘Treaty of ‘Lilfit is very ably difcuiied, and the infamous 
Views of the French Government moil juftly pourtrayed. — 45- 

The chief Caufe of the Misfortunes of Europe, from 1789 
to 1807. ~ M. De L’Efle, a French Emigrsant., ‘Tranflawd 
by George Skene, Efq. 2s. 6d. 

Correfpondence hetween a Gentleman in Berlin and a Perfon of 
Diitinétion in London, comprifing many juft Remavks on the last 
poktical Occurrences. S8v0O. 55. 
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POETRY. 


Flagellum FlageMlatads “AC Satirical, Poow,. bili Noted. By 


Ben. Block. 1s. Od. | 
The Britanniad; or the Choice of Minifess. gto, | .25..405 
NOVELS. 
Romance of the Pyrennees? 4 vols.) 12m. 
A. 
Legends of a Nuantery. By Edward Mostague, hfy. 4 
vols. il. 
Memoirs of Sylveftcr Daggerwood, Coinedian, By Petes 
Panglos, ee >. and A. Nya Ss 2 vols.’ 78> 


Margaretta; or the Iutricacics of the Heart. t2mo. Oi 
MIS@BLLANIES. 


A Speech on the Utility of ithe Learned Languages, in Opps- 
fition tw Mr. Cobbert’s Affertion, delivered at the Britith Forum, 
April 9, 1807... By Samucl Fleming, A.M. as. 


The Navy Pocket Paymafter and. Prize Agent, : ‘By Je J- 
Maxwell, of the Hon, Society of the Inver ‘Temple. 4s. 


Logic; oran Effay on the Elements, Principles, and different 
Modes of Reafoning.. By Richard Kirwan, Efy, LL.D. 2 
Vols, .3vo. ‘14s. 


Obfervations on Stage Waggons, Stage Coaches, Turnpike 
Roads, &c. Odccafioned by a Committee of the Houfe of Com. 
mons being appointed to inquire into the Principles of Broad and 
Narrow Wheels. «By William Deacon, 2s. 6d. 


,_ Peogrelfive Military InftraGtions’ for forming Men and Horfes 
the Rudiments of Cavalry Service. By C Captain Skeenc, Rid. 
a Matter, Cavalry Depot. 3». 6d. 
A. Deleriptive Catalogue of the Pictures in the Collection of 
the Marquis of Stattord, in London; with general.and corfory 


Remarks on the Roman and Flemith School. By George Perry, 
Archite&t.’ 28. 6d. 


The Hebrew Elements; or a Prattical Introduétion to the 
Reading of the. Hebrew Scriptures; for the Ufe of ‘Learners, 
who were not taught Hebrew at School, and of Schools where it 
has not yet been taught. BVO. $s. 


A.Treatife on Gypfum, on its various Ufes, and on its Appli- 
cation as a Manure. By Sutton Thomas Wood, Efy. 15. 6d. 


A Supplement to the Regimental Companion, containing fuch 

Alrerations ay have bed& made in the, Military ‘Sy fem ot. Great 
ritain) fince . the Publication of the swo former Volumes, By 
Hirle les James... Os. Od... 
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344 LIPERARY INTELLIGENCE, 


ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS TO CORRESPONDENTS 


We muft beg, with thanks to our friends who fend us 
Literary Intelligence, to fuggeft to them, that we neither in- 
tend, nor are allowed, to.mfert, under that title, any thing 
that has the form and nature of an adv extifement. 





LITERARY INTELLIGENCE, 


We learn with pleafure that the Lord Valentia’s Journal of 
his Travels in the Eaft-is intended for publication, though we 
cannot at prefent add, that it is in the prefs, It will be avery 
umportant book, particularly to the readers of Bruce. 


Mr. H. Sait, who was Secretary to Lord Valentia, is alfo 
engaged in an interefting work of Views taken in the Ealt, 


Dr. Drake is complecing his Effays on the Br. tf Chiffical 
Effayifis. They will form two more volumes, and with tbe 
three already publifhed, on Addifon, &c. will inelude a hif- 
tory of periodic al compofition, from the time of Steele to 
the commencement of the nineteenth century. 


We announce, with fatisfaétion, that the fecond volume of 
Mr. Parkinjon’s curious woik, entitled Organic Remains, is 
tu great forwardnefs, aod is faid to contain fome. very in- 


terelling difcoveries, particularly on the fubjeét of the En- 
crinites. 


Mr. Leydourn is continuing his Mathematical Repofitery, : 
which feven numbers have already appeared. | 


M-. Nance, Fellow of Worcefter College, Oxford, is 


printing a Volume of Sermons on pra tical Sub; 1a? S., 


Mr. Faber-is printing his Work on the Heeratin of the 


Jews, in two oftavo Volumes. 





w 


ERRATUM, 
e doubt not that every claffical redder will of courk SS 


Pine in page 224 of our laft, inftead of Barry) fecing 
connected with notes and illuftrations on ichylus . 
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